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VERSUS UNITED STATES, CONGRESSIONAL 
REFERENCE NUMBER 4-7 6 CIVIL SUIT- 

WOUNDED KNEE RELATED * b6 


By airtei, dated 3/4/77, FBI Headquarters advised 
that numerous claims have been filed against the United States 
Government alleging liability for damage caused to personal 
property as a direct result of the inability of the United States 
Government to control the insurrection which occurred between 
2/27/73 through 5/8/73 at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on 
the Fine Ridge Indian Reservation. 

The Department of Justice has instructed that no 
files, notes, records, photographs, film, etc., which may 
deal with the above-mentioned insurrection, be destroyed 
pending the settlement or outcome of the above-mentioned 
claims. . 







NR062 WA CODE 

8:38 PM URGENT MARCH 13, 1974 DCW 
TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES 
FROM DIRECTOR 2P 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR- BURGLARY, ET AL. 

\ 

WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIAL, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

TODAY DEFENSE ATTORNEYS INFORMED UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
JUDGE FRED J. NICHOL IN HIS CHAMBERS THEY WERE PREPARING A MOTION 
FOR THE DISMISSAL OF CAPTIONED CASE ON THE GROUNDS OF ILLEGAL 
WIRETAP. DEFENSE ATTORNEYS ALLEGE THAT UNITED STATES MARSHAL 
TOMMY HUDSON, WHILE ASSIGNED TO WOUNDED KNEE CASE AT PINE RIDGE, 
SOUTH DAKOTA, CONTACTEDBISON STATE TELEPHONE, 
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA, AND TOLP | [ THAT HE WANTED A 

TELEPHONE EXTENSION, REFERRED TO BY DEFENSE ATTORNEYS AS "BUG" 
PLACED ON TELEPHONE LINE LEADING OUT OF WOUNDED KNEE FOR TELEPHONE 
IN WOUNDED KNEE TRADING POST. THIS WAS THE ONLY TELEPHONE LINE 
OPERATIVE OUT OF WOUNDED KNEE DURING THE OCCUPATION. DEFENSE 
ALLEGES THAT THIS EXTENSION TELEPHONE WAS MONITORED BY FBI AGENTS 
DURING ENTIRE OCCUPATION WHICH WOULD BE A WIRETAP VIOLATION. 

JUDGE NICHOL STATED HE WANTS THIS MATTER EXPLORED IN DETAIL AND 










PAGE TWO 


MP 70-6882 

NOTED THAT FOLLOWING SACS WERE AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA, 
DURING THE PERIOD OF TIME IN QUESTION: 

SAC HERBERT HOXIE, MILWAUKEE DIVISION; SAC ROBERT EVANS, 
BUTTE DIVISION; SAC ROY K. MOORE, JACKSONVILLE DIVISION; SAC 
RICHARD G. HELD, CHICAGO DIVISION; SAC WILBUR DE BRULER, 
OKLAHOMA CITY DIV.;| LAS VEGAS DIV. IN 


ADDITION, A LL SPECIAL AGENT S WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO WOUNDED KNEE 
N-SPECIAL AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA, SHOULD BE P 


ASKED: 

m IF THEY SERVED ON ROADBLOCK ONE ; (2) IF THEY DID SERVE ON 
ROADBLOCK ONE THEY SHOULD BE ASKED IF THEY WERE AWARE OF PARTY 
• LINE TELEPHONE AT THE ROADBLOCK; C3) AND IF THEY EVER UTILIZED 
THIS TELEPHONE AND IF SO FOR WHAT PURPOSE; (4) IF THEY EVER HEARD 
OR INTERCEPTED CONVERSATION ON THIS TELEPHONE, IF SO, FURNISH 
COMPLETE DETAILS, SHOULD BE NOTED BY SAS THAT INTERCEPT COULD BE 


(^GRO UNDS FOR MOTION OF DISMISSA L^. 


ALL OFFICES REQUESTED TO SUTEL RESULTS TO MINNEAPOLIS 
DIVISION WITHIN 24 HOURS, 

SACS, MILWAUKEE, BUTTE, LAS VEGAS, OKLAHOMA CITY, JACKSONVILLE 

» » 

AND CHICAGO REQUESTED TO ADVISE OF POSITIVE RECOLLECTION 
CONCERNING THIS TELEPHONE. 

WASHINGTON FIELD IMMEDIATELY INTERVIEW U.S. MARSHAL TOM 
HUDSON AND DIRECTOR USM SERVICE WAYNE COLBURN. 


END 

HOLD FOR ONE 

JJS FBI LOS ANGELES 
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FAGS THREE 

REPORTEDLY FROM SUPPORTERS OF Oft LA LA SIOUX PRESIDENT 
RICHARD WILSON. 

HUDSON STATED THIS COMMUNICATION LINE RR«AX?fED BONN 
UNTIL APPROXIMATELY THE FIRST WEEK of APRIL, ; 19Y3, WHEN IT 
¥AS RE-ESTABLISHED. THIS LINE WAS PUT INTO USE THE SECOND 

tine to permit aim leader russell means a way. of cojwkicatikg 
WITH AIM LEADERS REMAINING IN WOUNDED KNEE, WHILE MEANS WAS 
TO BE NEGOTIATING WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS Iff WDC, HOWEVER, 
THIS LINE WAS DISCONNECTED AFTER MEANS BALKED AT NEGOTIATIONS. 

HipsoN STATED, TO HIS KNOWLEDGE, THIS TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
WAS NOT REESTABLISHED THEREAFTER. 

HUDSON STATED THAT BILLING RECEIVED FROM BSTC FOR THIS 
SERVICE INDICATES AIM GREATLY ABUSED THIS TELEPHONE, USING IT 

For. numerous calls outside the WOUNDED knee area, to Include 
INTKRNATION EXTENSIONS, 

HUDSON STATED USES RECORDS WILL BE ABLE TO FURNISH 
EXACT DATES ON THE PERIOD IN WHICH THE SERVICE WAS Iff -OPERATION 
AND THAT RR WILL REVIEW THEM EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

'END PACE THREE 


Approved! 


Special Agent jn Chcrnya 


'Sent 


.M Per 


UiOortrilMt Pflnttn? (W»: Vt 72 — 
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PAGE FOUR 

• V?FO WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH HUDSON REGAEDIHS ADDITIONAL 

information in this ka mu. 

FD 302 OF INTERVIEW WITH HUDSON WILL FOLLOW. 


END* 
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NR 0g0 LA PLAIN 

^GENt'^RCH 14, 1974 DLM 
TO DIRECTOR (176-2494)^** 
MINNEAPOLIS C70-SSS4) 0&1** 
FROM LOS ANGELES (70-7253) (P) 2P 


c FiCE COPY 




RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS} DENNIS JAMES BANKS} CIR - BURGLARY} 
ET AL} 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 


RALPH E. ERICKSON, FORMER DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL, CURRENTLY 
EMPLOYED AS ATTORNEY WITH LAW FIRM MUSIK, PELER AND GARRETT, 

1 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, INTERVIEWED THIS 
DATE CONCERNING'ESTABLISHING OF TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN 
U. S. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND LEADERS OF INSURGENTS OF WOUNDED 
KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, DURING 1973 OCCUPATION OF TOWN BY MILITANT 
AMERICAN INDIANS AND THEIR SUPPORTERS. ERICKSON ADVISED AS 
FOLLOWS : 

IT WAS HIS RECOLLECTION THAT ONE OF DEMANDS OF INSURGENTS WAS 
TO HAVE TELEPHONE SERVICE RESTORED INTO WOUNDED KNEE, FOR COMMUNI¬ 
CATION BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND INSURGENTS. THESE DEMANDS WERE 
WRITTEN DEMANDS BY INDIANS OR WERE PROBABLY IMPARTED THROUGH 
USA’S BILL CLAYTON AND HAL BULLIS. ERICKSON SAID HE AUTHORIZED 
RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF TELEPHONE LINE INTO WOUNDED KNEE. TOMMY 








la 70-7253 
PAGE TWO 

HUDSON WAS INSTRUCTED TO ARRANGE FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF TELEPHONE 
SERVICE. ERICKSON STATED HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE MECHANICS 
OF ARRANGING AND SETTING UP TELEPHONE SERVICE. ERICKSON 
EMPHATICALLY DENIED THAT THERE WAS ANY "BUG" WHICH WOULD 
CONSTITUTE A WIRE TAPE VIOLATION. 

END 
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Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


Date: 3/ll^/lk 

_ PLAIN _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

IMMEDIATE 


(Priority) 


PROM: 


SAC, QUANT ICO VIA FBIHQ p. 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS, CIR - BURGLARY, 


ET AL 


REBUTEL TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES MARCH 13, 197i|-. 

THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS CURRENTLY ATTENTING IN-SERVICE 
CLASSES QUANTICO, VIRGINIA, AND WERE AT WOUNDED KNEE DURING 
occupation: sa| SA AND 



QUANTICO INSURE THESE AGEHTS INTERVIEWED AS INSTRUCTED 
IN REBUTEL AND ADVISE BUREAU AND MINNEAPOLIS OF RESULTS. 


err'‘{.c . 

INDEXfcY) "1 


70-7253 

TES/sro 


7 7 


Approved: 


r- 


M Per 


S m 


Special Agent in Charge 


U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972-455-574 
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F B I 

Date: 3/li)./7lf- 

PLAIN _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

NITEL _ 

(Priority) 


TO: 

SAC, 

NEW YORK 

FROM: 

SAC, 

LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


TELETYPE 



RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS EUGENE BANKS; CIR - BURGLARY; 

ET AL 


REBUTEL TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES MARCH 13, 1974. 

sa| 


CURRENTLY ASSIGNED NEW YORK DIVISION 


AND WAS AT WOUNDED KNEE DURING OCCUPATION BY MILITANTS. 
NEW YORK HANDLE INTERVIEW IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS 
SET FORTH IN RETEL. 


70-7253 



Approved: 
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Special Agent in Charge 


GPO : 1970 O - 402-735 
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Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


Date: ' 3/lk/lk 
PLAIN _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

NIT EL 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO CVHff 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR - BURGLARY 


ET AL 


REBUTEL TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES MARCH 13, 197*1-, AND 
LOS ANGELES TELCAL TODAY. 

FOLLOWING LOS ANGELES AGENTS ON SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT, 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION, AND WERE AT WOUNDED KNEE DURING 


OCCUPATION BY MILITANT GROUPS: 




SAN FRANCISCO HANDLE INTERVIEWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS SET FORTH IN RETEL. 


70-7253 

TES/sro 

\(L) 

I 


* - p&j’ z 

SEARCHED 

lf «EX£0f) 

piled l/T. -' 


Approved: 


.M Her 


Special Agent in Charge 


GPO : 1970 O - 402-735 
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Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


Date: 3/ll}./7l|- 
PLAIN _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


NITEL 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


SAC, KANSAS CITY 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS,- DENNIS EUGENE BANKS; CIR - BURGLARY 


ET AL 


REBUTEL TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES MARCH 13, 19711- 
FOLLOWING AGENTS CURRENTLY ASSIGNED KANSAS CITY DIVISION 
AND WERE AT WOUNDED KNEE DURING OCCUPATION BY MILITANTS: 


AND SA 




KANSAS CITY HANDLE INTERVIEWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS SET FORTH IN RETEL. 


70-725& 

TES/spo 

Cl) 



SEARCHED j—\/ 
lNCEX r 0 (/_ _ 


Approved: 


Sent _£L 


Special Agent in Charge 




GPO : 1970 O - 402-735 








\ 
i 
t 

! - 
j ' 

t 

! 

|' 

i m?e?3 de plain 

[ 

| oj33 PM IMMEDIATE MARCH 14* 1974 Gjm 

| 

|, TO DIRECTOR (70-59589) 

!' 

I MINNEAPOLIS (70-6S70) 

i 

| ’ MIAMI 

FROM DETROIT (70-2321) 2P 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS? DENNIS JAMES BANKS $ 
ET A.L* 




rjEJSCl'Tf 5--W 


LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 


CIR - BURGLARY? 


R£ BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES, MARCH 
13, 1974. 

THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO WOUNDED 
KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA FROM THE DETROIT DIVISION HAVE RESIGNED 
AND THEIR LAST KNOWN ADDRESSES ARE AS FOLLOWS; 

TUSTIN, CALIFORNIA? 

S treet, north Miami, Florida, sa 
is currently assigned to language school, 

MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA. SPECIAL AGENTS IN DETROIT DIVISION 
"HO WERE ASSIGNED TO WOUNDED KNEE INTERVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE 


hITH INSTRUCTIONS AND FOLLOWING STATED THAT THEY DID SERVE 











PAGE TmO 
DE 70~2321 


_ AND THEIR ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 2, 3, AN 

4 AS REQUESTED IN REFERENCED TELETYPE WERE NO, 

THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS STATED THEY DID NOT SERVE 
ON ROADBLOCK ONE AND THEIR ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 2, 3, AND 4 
WERE NO; 


LOS ANGELES, AT TUSTIN, CALIFORNIA! INTERVIEW 

_ IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS SET FORTH IN REFERENCED 

TELETYPE. 

MIAMI, AT NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA! INTERVIEW 

__ IS ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS SET FORTH IN 

REFERENCED TELETYPE. 

SAN FRANCISCO, ftT MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA! INTERVIEW 
SA IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS SET 

FORTH IN REFERENCED TELETYPE, 


SMA FBI LA TO CLR 
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Transmit the following in 
Vfrr TELETYPE 


FBI 

Date: 

PLAIN 


3/14/74 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

■URGENT* / 


(Priority) 


*9 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (70-595891 1w>reL 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (70-6870) 

PROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR - BURGLARY; 
ET AL 

REBUTEL TO ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES MARCH 13, 1974, DETROIT 
TEL TO BUREAU, MINNEAPOLIS, MIAMI, LOS ANGELES AND SAN FRANCISCO 
MARCH 14, 1974, WFO TEL TO BUREAU, MINNEAPOLIS AND LOS ANGELES 
MARCH 14, 1974, LOS ANGELES TELCAL TO SAN FRANCISCO MARCH 14, 
1974, AND LOS ANGELES TEL TO QUANTICO MARCH 14, 1974* 

SPECIAL AGENTS, LOS ANGELES DIVISION, WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO 
WOUNDED KNEE INTERVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS IN 
REBUTEL WITH FOLLOWING RESULTS: 


FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS STATED THEY DID NOT SERVE ON 



b6 

b7C 


Special Agent in Charge 


U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972-455-574 
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LA 70-7253 
PAGE TWO 



FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS STATED THEY WERE ON ROAD BLOCK 
ONE AND WERE UNAWARE OF PARTY TELEPHONE: 


ll 


WILLIAM J. HURLEY, 



THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS STATED THEY WERE ON ROAD BLOCK 
ONE AND WERE AWARE OF PARTY TELEPHONE. NONE USED THE TELEPHONE £ 
FOR ANY PURPOSE AND NONE INTERCEPTED ANY CONVERSATIONS: 



THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS ARE CURRENTLY IN-SERVICE AND 3 
SEPARATE LEAD SET FORTH 

_AND 

THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS CURRENTLY ON SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 
SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION, AND SAN FRANCISCO WILL HANDLE: 
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LA 70-7253 
PAGE THREE* 



CALIFORNIA, STATED HE WAS OH ROAD BLOCK ONE; HOWEVER, THERE 
WAS NO TELEPHONE INSTALLED DURING HIS STAS'. 


FORMER SA | ■-1_|_| THOUSAND 

OAKS, CALIFORNIAfsTATED HE WAS ON ROAD BLOCK ONE; HOWEVER, 

NO TELEPHONE INSTALLED DURING HIS STAY. 

SA FORMERLY ASSIGNED LOS ANGELES 

DIVISION, NOW ASSIGNED NEW YORK. SAS AND 

FORMERLY ASSIGNED LOS ANGELES, NOW ASSIGNED 
KANSAS CITY. LEADS TO INTERVIEW SET FORTH SEPARATELY. 

EFFORTS BEING MADE TO INTERVIEW RALPH ERICKSON, FORMER 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL. SECRETARY TO ERICKSON ADVISED BUREAU 
AGENT TODAY THAT SHE BELIEVED ERICKSON CONTACTED TELEPHONICALLY 
BY EITHER FBI OR USA’S OFFICE, MINNEAPOLIS, THIS MORNING. 
SECRETARY STATES ERICKSON UNAVAILABLE FOR CONTACT AT THIS. TIME 
BUT MIGHT POSSIBLY BE IN OFFICE LATER IN DAY. RESULTS OF 
INTERVIEW WILL BE FURNISHED SEPARATELY. 
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NR004 WF CODED 

355 PM IMMEDIATE MARCH 14, 1974 WWC 
TOs DIRECTOR, FBI (176-2404) AND 

SACS, MINNEAPOLIS (70-6864) 

LOS ANGELES 

FROM; SAC, WFO (157-6209) (P) (5P) 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANK, CIR-BUGLARY, 

ET AL, (00;MP)• 

REBUREAU TELETYPE DATED MARCH 13, 1974; WFO. TELETYPE 
TO MINNEAPOLIS DATED MARCH 13, 1974, COPY FURNISHED TO BUREAU 
AND WFO TELCAL TO LOS ANGELES ON MARCH 14, 1974. 

TOMMY HUDSON, UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S SERVICE, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (-WDC) , WAS RE-INTERVIEWED THIS DATE 
CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHING OF TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS 
BETWEEN UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND LEADERS OF 
THE INSURGENTS OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, DURING THE 
1973 OCCUPATION OF THE TOWN BY MILITANT AMERICAN INDIANS 
AND THEIR SUPPORTERS. HUDSON ADVISED THE FOLLOWING IN 



END PAGE ONE 





PAGE TWO 

IN EARLY MARCH, 1973, AFTER AN AGREEMENT WAS MADE BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
INSURGENTS OF A NEED FOR COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO 
•AND IT WAS AGREED UPON THAT THE TELEPHONE WOULD PROVIDE 
THE BEST SERVICE. 

HUDSON STATED AT THAT TIME THERE EXISTED A TELEPHONE 
SYSTEM INTO WOUNDED KNEE WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN IN 
SERVICE UNTIL SHORTLY AFTER THE OCCUPATION BEGAN. THIS 
SYSTEM WAS A RURAL MULTI-PARTY LINE WITH EXTENSIONS IN 
MANY HOMES AND STORES. IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH TELEPHONE 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE INSURGENTS, IT WAS NECESSARY TO 
REPAIR THIS LINE, WHICH IN TURN OPENED SERVICE FOR ALL , 
THE PHONES ON THIS PARTY LINE. TO FACILITATE BETTER 
COMMUNICATIONS, A DROP LINE WAS MADE AT RB NUMBER ONE 
ON THIS MULTI-PARTY LINE IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH RB NUMBER ONE FOR BOTH THE OCCUPANT 
AND THE GOVERNMENT COMMAND AT PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA. 

WHEN SERVICE WAS REINSTATED IT WAS NOW POSSIBLE FOR 
ANYONE AT ANY OF THE EXTENSIONS ON THE PARTY LINE TO 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

CALL INSIDE OR OUTSIDE OF WOUNDED KNEE TO ANY WORKING 
EXTENSION. IN RETURN, ANY OUTSIDE TELEPHONE COULD BE 
USED TO CALL INTO WOUNDED KNEE. BECAUSE OF THE NATURE 
OF THE MULTI-PARTY LINE, IT WAS POSSIBLE FOR ANY AND 
ALL PERSONS ON THIS LINE TO OVER HEAR CONVERSATIONS OF 
OTHERS UTILIZING THIS LINE. THIS WAS KNOWN BY THE 
GOVERNMENT, THE INSURGENTS AND THE RESIDENTS OF WOUNDED 
KNEE, ALL KNOWING THEY DID NOT HAVE A PRIVATE TELEPHONE 
LINE. 

HUDSON ADVISED THE TELEPHONE AT THE COMMAND POST 
WAS NOT PART OF THE WOUNDED KNEE PARTY-LINE AND 
CONVERSATIONS ON THE PARTY-LINE COULD NOT BE OVERHEARD 
BY THE COMMAND POST. 

WAYNE B. COLBURN, DIRECTOR, UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S 
SERVICE, WAS INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AND PROVIDED INFORMATION 
SIMILAR TO THAT OF HUDSON. IN ADDITION, COLBURN STATED 
THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE, THE TELEPHONE INSTRUMENT ON THE 
DROP LINE AT RB NUMBER ONE WAS REMOVED AFTER TELEPHONE 
SERVICE INTO WOUNDED KNEE WAS INTERRUPTED LATER IN MARCH, 
END PAGE THREE 




PAGE FOUR 

1973, AND THAT THE DROP LINE WAS NOT IN USE WHEN SERVICE 
WAS CONTINUED FOR A SECOND TIME IN APRIL, 1973, FOR USE 
BY AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT LEADER RUSSELL MEANS IN 
COMMUNICATING WITH WOUNDED KNEE OCCUPANTS FROM WDC. ' 

COLBURN ALSO STATED THAT AT ONE POINT DURING THE 
OCCUPATION, RB NUMBER ONE WAS relocated TO A POSITION 
farther away from wounded knee, leaving the drop line, 

WHICH WAS AT THE FIRST RB NUMBER ONE POSITION, NO LONGER 
ACCESSIBLE TO AGENTS MANNING THE NEW RB NUMBER ONE POST. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF LOS ANGELES, RALPH ERICKSON, 
FORMER DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL, WHO WAS THE SENIOR 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL, HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS HAVING 
NEGOTIATED THE TELEPHONE AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZED ITS 
INSTALLATION. ERICKSON IS PRESENTLY EMPLOYED WITH LAW 
FIRM OF MUSECH, REELES, AND GARRETT, ONE WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. 

ERICKSON IS TO BE INTERVIEWED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
CONCERNING HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THIS MATTER AND THE RESULTS 
FORWARDED EXPEDITIOUSLY TO THE BUREAU AND MINNEAPOLIS. 


END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 

LOS ANGELES IS BEING FURNISHED REFERENCED WFO TELETYPE 
DATED MARCH 13, 1974, FOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION BY 
FACSIMILE. 

MINNEAPOLIS WILL REVIEW FIL^ES TO DETERMINE THE DATES 
RB NUMBER ONE WAS IN OPERATION AND THE DATE IT WAS RELOCATED. 
MINNEAPOLIS INSURE PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS ARE COGNIZANT 
OF THE RESULTS OF WFO INVESTIGATION. 

FD 302'S OF INTERVIEWS WITH HUDSON AND COLBURN WILL- 
FOLLOW. 

END. ■ • 


SMA FBI LA TU CLR 








NR056 WA PLAIN 
8s47PM URGENT 3-15-74 MES 
TO MINNEAPOLIS 
KANSAS CITY 
LOS ANGELES 
FROM DIRECTOR 2P 

1 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR - BURGLARY, ET AL 

REFERENCE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO ALL CONTINENTAL 
OFFICES MARCH 13 LAST. THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS 
WERE ASSIGNED AT WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, AND WERE 
INTERVIEWED MARCH 15, 1974, AT QUANTICO, VIRGINIA. ALL 

i 

SERVED AT ROAD BLOCK NUMBER ONE ON DATES INDICATED AFTER 
THEIR NAMES AND NONE HAS ANY KNOWLEDGE OF ANY TELEPHONE 
AT THIS ROAD BLOCK. 



AND 




ANGELES DIVISION, MARCH 13 TO APRIL 8, 1973;|_ 

1 LOS ANGELES DIVISION, APRIL 17 TO MAY 13, 1973; 
^ | ASSIGNED KANSAS CITY DIVISION DURING 

END PAGE ONE 

* 
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QUARTICO STAFF, APRIL 19 TO MAY 10, 1973. 

QUARTICO TELEPHONE CALL TO ASAC, MINNEAPOLIS, 

march 15 , 1974 , advised that sa 

QUARTICO STAFF, AT WOUNDED KNEE MARCH 1 TO 9, 1973, IS 
ON ANNUAL LEAVE EN ROUTE TO BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA? 
ASAC, MINNEAPOLIS, ADVISED HE'WILL CONTACT SAI 
END 

ACK FOR THREE 

JJS FBI LOS ANGELES 

CLR 


J 







OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 

MAY IS62 EDITION 

GSAFPMR (41 CFR) 101*11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

• 

to : 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7253)(P) 

date: 3/15/74 

FROM : 

SA 




subject: 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

CIR - BURGLARY; ET AL; 



00: Minneapolis 


On 3/14/74, SAl_[Washington Field, 

telephonically advised that U. S. Marshal TOMMY HUDSON 
was reinterviewed this date regarding the telephone 
service established on Road Block One to Wounded Knee 
during occupation by members of American Indian Movement 
(AIM). HUDSON advised that he had established the 
telephone line at the direction of then Deputy Attorney 
General RALPH ERICKSON. 


SA 


advised that a teletype would be 


b6 

b7C 


shortly en route to Los Angeles with background information 
regarding the interview of HUDSON and that he was calling 
so that an appointment could be made with ERICKSON for 
interview subsequent to the arrival of the teletype. He 
further advised that ERICKSON was interviewed in Los Angeles 
during November 1973, and that difficulty had ensued in 
co ntactin g him as he was an extremely busy individual. 

SA | reiterated that the interview should hot be 

conducted until background information was received from 
Washington Field. 


SA DANIEL J. HURLEY and LEROY SHEETS will handle 
interview of ERICKSON this date per Washington Field request 
in view of their previous interview of ERICKSON. 



£010-103 


rMGR 

TT) , ( 



Buy U.S. Sewings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Flan 
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F B I 

Dates: 


3A5/74 


Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


PLAIN 


Via 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


.L. 


. TO: 
PROM: 


R-Y-K 

:rector 


pS(L 


DIRECTOR (176-214.94), MINNEAPOLIS (70-6864) 
LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS, CIR - 
BURGLAR!; ET AL (00: MP) 

RE LOS ANGELES TEL TO BUREAU AND MINNEAPOLIS, MARCH 14, 

1974. 

RALPH E. ERICKSON, FORMER DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
CURRENTLY EMPLOYED AS ATTORNEY WITH LAW FIRM MCSIK, PEELER 
& GARRETT, ONE WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, 
ADVISED THIS DATE HE DOES NOT KNOW OF ANY TELEPHONE 

INTERCEPTIONS BE IT BY GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE OR CITIZEN OR 

OF 

AIM PEOPLE WSteitfTE&eS^Sffi) ANY CONVERSATIONS ON THE TELEPHONE 
LINES AT WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA DURING 1973 OCCUPATION 
OF TOWN BY MILITANT AMERICAN INDIANS AND SUPPORTERS. 

"EARCHED , 

xikl 


70-7253 / 

DJH/gcw, 
(1 ) ' * 



‘NDEXEO 
- ".R1AL1ZED Stt 

rmt 1: t i. " —^ 


' ujfr T5T3UTmr. 

Sent (H£ hP- Per ScfjQ z 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 






3/1$/7k 



SAC, I-IIIillEAPOLIS (70-686k) 

A/ 

SAC, LOS AHGEIES (70-72£3) (RUC) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEAUSj 
DELTHIS JAMES BAlIitS 
CIR - BURGLARY* ET AL 
00; Ilinnoapoll s 


Re Los Angeles tel to Bureau 3/1$/7k* 

Enclosed herewith, for Minneapolis are two Xerox 
copies of two FD-302s reflecting interview with RALPH E. 
ERICES01T, former Deputy Attorney G©heral. 


2 - Minneapolis (Enc if.) (EM) 

1 - Los Angeles 

SPES/sro 

( 3 ) 



t : r 


/ 









NR 011 TiP CODED 
3:^5 PM MITEL MARCH 15,1974 MRH SENT 3/1 S/74 

TO DIRECTOR (ATTENTION: JOHN C. CORDON, ROOM 2266, GENERAL CRIMES 
UNIT, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION) 

LOS ANGELES 
MILWAUKEE 
NEty ORLEANS 
San FRANCISCO 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (70-6832- SUB Q) (P) T'-'O PAGES 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR - BURGLARY, LARCENY, 
ARL, AFO; WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

USA, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA, REQUESTS THE FOLLOWING AGENTS 
APPEAR ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, RESIDENT AGENCY, UNITED STATES COURT 
HOUSE AND FEDERAL BUILDING , ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA, 316 NORTH ROBERT 
STREET, ST. PAUL, BY 6:00 PM, SUNDAY, MARCH 17,1974: 

SAC HERBERT E. HOXIE - MILWAUKEE 







page ThO 

MP 70-6832 - SUB Q 

I I l-1 b6 

SA|_| (WEE - S£N FRANCISCO. b7c 

USA HAS ADVISED THAT THE ABOVE AGENT’S TESTIMONY NEEDED IN CAP¬ 
TIONED MATTER FOR MOTION HEARING TO BE HELD MONDAY, MARCH 18,1974. 

THESE AGENTS ARE EXPECTED TO TESTIFY RELATIVE TO' THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND 
USE OF A PARTY LINE TELEPHONE WHICH WAS INSTALLED AND IN USE FOR 
BRIEF PERIOD OF TIME AT ROADBLOCK ONE DURING THE WOUNDED KNEE OCC¬ 
UPATION BETWEEN FEBRUARY 27,1973 AND MAY 8,1973. SAC, MINNEAPOLIS, 

CONCURS WITH USA THAT TESTIMONY OF ABOVE AGENTS IS ESSENTIAL. 

LIMOUSINE SERVICE IS AVAILABLE FROM MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TO HOTEL HILTON-, 11 EAST KELLOG BOULEVARD, ST. 

PAUL, MINNESOTA, WHICH IS LOCATED ONE BLOCK FROM THE FEDERAL OFFICE 
IN UNITED STATES COURT HOUSE BUILDING. ARRIVING AGENTS SHOULD 
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACT MINNEAPOLIS FBI, TELEPHONE 339-7861, TO 
RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS RE RESERVATIONS WHICH WILL BE MADE FOR THEM. 

AGENTS TO REPORT as above, uacb. 

END 


JSL FBILA CLR 






UR 002 MP CODED 

10:40 am urgent march is, 1974 dsc 

TO LOS ANGELES . A.TTN: SA_ 

MILWAUKEE ATTN: SAC HERBERT E. HOXIE 
MEw ORLEANS ATTN: Sfi _ 


SAM FRANCISCO 


ATTN: SA 


FROM MINNEAPOLIS - SljB P P- ONE PAGE 

' ' j ’ 7 ^ 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS? DENNIS .JAMES BANKS? CIR - BURGLARY, 

larceny, are, afo? wounded knee leadership trials, st. paul, mn. 


RE MINNEAPOLIS NITEL TO THE BUREAU, DATED MARCH 15, 1974. 
SUBPOENAED AGENTS ARRIVING AT ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, CONCERNING 

THE CAPTIONED MaTTER ARE TO TAKE AIRPORT LIMOUSINE SERVICE TO CAPP 
TOWERS MOTOR HOTEL, 77 EAST 9TH STREET, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA AND 
NOT HOTEL HILTON PER REFERENCED NITEL. AGENTS AFTER REGISTERING AT 


hotel are to call Minneapolis headquarters office, 339 - 7 S 6 I, and 

ASCERTAIN LOCATION OF PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCES SCHEDULED FOR 6:00 PM, 







v 


FD-3 6 (Rey l -,5-2 2-64f 


m 


Transmit the following in 

Via TELETYPE 


F B I 

Date: 

PLAIN 


3/21/74 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

IMMEDIATE- 


(Priority) 


TO: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (70 -6 832 

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO-^s'pU' 

PROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR - BURGLARY, 
ET AL; WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 


REBUTEL TO ALL OFFICES MARCH 21, 1974. 

FOLLOWING POLL OF AGENTS CURRENTLY ASSIGNED LOS ANGELES 
DIVISION, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION SET FORTH: 

(1) 55 AGENTS ASSIGNED TO WOUNDED KNEE DURING OCCUPATION 
FEBRUARY 27 - MAY 8, 1973- 

(2) 25 AGENTS SERVED ON ROAD BLOCK ONE. 

(3) FIVE AGENTS KNEW OF TELEPHONE INSTALLATION. 

(4) NO AGENT USED THE TELEPHONE FOR ANY PURPOSE. 


70-7253 


TES/s3?0 



Special Agent in Charge 









LA 70-7253 
PAGE TWO* 

ADMINISTRATIVE: FOLLOWING AGENTS CURRENTLY ON SPECIAL 



SAN FRANCISCO IMMEDIATELY CONTACT ABOVE SIX AGENTS AND 
FURNISH RESULTS OF CONTACT TO MINNEAPOLIS AS SET FORTH IN 
REBUTEL. 



b7C 








NR021 WA PLAIN 

2:10 PM IMMEDIATE 3/21/74 KAC 

TO ALL SACS EXCEPT ANCHORAGE AND HONOLULU 

FROM DIRECTOR 2P ^ < , / . 

X/ T 7 i 1 ’-*- , /< - ' 

(/ "( 1 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS? DENNIS JAMES BANKS? CIR - BURGLARY - ET AL. 
WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

ON MARCH 21, 1974, AUSa RICHARD D. HURD ADVISED IT WAS NECESSARY 

to obtain further information regarding telephone installation at 

ROADBLOCK ONE, OUTSIDE OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, DURING THE 
OCCUPATION, WHICH LASTED FEBRUARY 27 - MAY 8, 1973. 

ALL RECEIVING OFFICES IMMEDIATELY POLL AGENTS CURRENTLY ASSIGNED 
YOUR OFFICE TO (1 ) DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE 
WHO WERE ASSIGNED TO WOUNDED KNEE DURING THE OCCUPATION FEBRUARY 27 - 
MaY 8 , 1973. (2) THE NUMBER OF AGENTS WHO SERVED ON ROADBLOCK ONE 

(3) the number of agents who knew of telephone installation c4) 

NUM3ER OF AGENTS wHO USED THE TELEPHONE FOR ANY PURPOSE. IF POSITIVE 

give particulars. 

bureau requested to contact all continental offices and san juan 

SUTEL MINNEAPOLIS BY 1:30 PM CDT, THIS DATE. 

end page one 


} f 1 /- --' — 2 f \ 




*' 1 

- 

Page Two 




administrative S for INFORMATION, teletypes SENT IN RESPONSE To 
THIS REQUEST WILL BE TURNED OVER TO THE COURT AND THE DEFENSE. THIS 
WILL NOT THEREFORE BE CONSIDERED AN INTERNAL DOCUMENT. SUBMIT IN 
FORM SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION TO COURT, ANY ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 
SHOULD BE ON SEPARATE LAST PaGE. 


END 




HR 003 ma PLAIN 
SENT 12:15AM 3-25-74 
PM IMMEDIATE 3-22-74 FLC 
TO ALL SaCS 
FROM DIRECTOR 3P 

I 

DENNIS JAMES Ba,»KS; RUSSELL CHARLES -MEANS; CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. 
FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM SAC, MINNEAPOLIS BY TELETYPE 

March 22, 1974 s 

”re bureau telcall from section chief richard bates, general 
investigative division, to sac, Minneapolis, this date. - 

BY COURT ORDER DATED MARCH oj f 1974, IN INSTANT CASE, UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT COURT JUDGE FRED J.- NICHOL AT ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, 
INSTRUCTED IN PaRT THaT ”AUSA R. D. HURD PERSONALLY EXAMINE THE 
FILES OF THE FBI INVOLVING INFORMER CONTACTS RELATIVE TO THE 
t-OUNDED KNEE INCIDENT”. 

REFERENCED BUREAU TELCALL INSTRUCTED MINNEAPOLIS TO SUBMIT 
INSTaNT TELETYPE TO ALL OFFICES WITH INSTRUCTIONS THAT UPON 
RECEIPT OF THIS TELETYPE SATURDAY MARCH 23, 1974, A.M., WHEN 
OFFICE OPENS, ALL INFORMANTS FILES OF ANY TYPE, 

CRIMINAL, SECURITY, OR EXTREMIST, BE REVIEWED BY RECEIVING 
OFFICES FOR ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING WOUNDED KNEE. 

IF-SUCH INFORMATION IS LOCATED, THEN THE ENTIRE VpLUME 





page t\.?o 

CONTAINING THAT INFORMATION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO MINNEAPOLIS BY 
THE MOST EXPEDITIOUS MEANS RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED. IF INFORMATION 
IS CONTAINED IN MORE THAN ONE VOLUME, FOR EXAMPLE, IN THREE SEPARATE 
VOLUMES, THEN ALL THREE VOLUMES MUST BE SUBMITTED IN THEIR ENTIRETY. 

DO NOT SEND JUST THE PERTINENT SERIALS. SEND THE ENTIRE FILE INCLUDING 
FILE COVER (FD-245) AND BACK. IF, IN SECURITY TYPE INFORMANTS, 

THE ADMINISTRATIVE VOLUME COVERING THE TIME PERIOD OF THE . 

SUBSTANTIVE FILE MUST BE ALSO SENT. FOR EXAMPLE, IF THE SUBSTANTIVE 
FILE REFLECTS INFORMATION IN FEBRUARY AND AUGUST, 1973, THE ADMINIS¬ 
TRATIVE VOLUMES INCLUDING THAT PERIOD OF TIME MUST ALSO BE SUBMITTED. 
WHEN THE FILES ARE TRANSMITTED TO MINNEAPOLIS, THEY MUST 

have a cover communication on top of each volume indicating what 
serials in the volume are the pertinent ones. 

any offices having no such information in their informant 

FILES SHOULD SuTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS THAT THEIR FILES HAVE BEEN 

reviewed and are negative, 
end page two 







^ <***' h- * 



page three 

IT SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED TO ALL OFFICES THAT THE DECISION 
AS TO THE EXTENT AUSA HURD CaN REVIEW THESE FILES IS STILL UNDER 

i 

CONSIDERATION BY FBI HEADQUARTERS AND THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE. 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS IN REGARD to INSTANT project should be sent 
attention supervisor strawma-n.” 

END 


PVC FBI PG 





MR003 MP CODED 

5 853PM'URGENT MARCH 23, 1974 DCW 
TO DIRECTOR (ATTNt JOHN C. GORDON 

ROOM 2266, GENERAL CRIMES UNIT, GENERAL 
INVESTIGATIVE DIV. 

LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 

PHO-ENIX 

wFO 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (70-6864) 4P 

t* RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS| DENNIS JAMES BANKS. CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. 
I WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 


RE LOS ANGELES LETTER TO MINNEAPOLIS MARCH 15, 1974. 

ON FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 1974 „ DURING A HEARING CONCERNING 
POSSIBLE ILLEGAL WIRETAP BY THE U. S. GOVERNMENT DURING 
OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE BETWEEN FEBRUARY 27 AND MAY S, 1973, 
RAMON ROUBIDEAUX, - ATTORNEY FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT, ’ ' 

TESTIFIED FOR THE DEFENSE. HE TESTIFIED THAT DURING NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN tj. S. GOVERNMENT AND AIM, IT WAS AGREED UPON THAT A 
TELEPHONE LINE WOULD BE INSTALLED BETWEEN-PINE RIDGE, SOUTH 
DAKOTA, WHERE GOVERNMENT COMMAND POST WAS LOCATED AND THE 






PAGE TWO 
MP 70-6864 


mounded knee trading POST where aim militants WERE LOCATED. 

THIS TELEPHONE LINE WAS ESTABLISHED IN EARLY MARCH, 1973, AND 
DURING A NEGOTIATION MEETING AT THE BIA HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, 
PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA, HE MET WITH STANLEY LYMAN, PINE 
RIDGE SUPERINTENDENT; W YMAN BABY , AREA BIA SUPERINTEND ENT, 

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA ?|_|___I AND 

RALP H ERICKSON OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC E. 

ROUBIDEAUX TESTIFIED THAT ALL OR SOME OF THE ABOVE 
MENTIONED GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES ASSURED HIM THAT THE 


TELEPHONE LINE WHICH WAS INSTALLED HAD NO "TAPS" ON IT. DURING 
ONE OCCASION WHILE IN THE BIA BUILDING, HE REQUESTED THE USE OF A 
TELEPHONE AND WAS OFFERED THE TELEPHONE IN STANLEY LYMAN'S PRIVATE 
OFFICE, AND AGAIN WAS ASSURED BY LYMAN THAT THIS WAS A PRIVATE 
TELEPHONE LINE AND WAS NOT TAPPED. ON ANOTHER OCCASION HE 
UTILIZED ONE OF LYMAN'S_ 


[TELEPHONES AND WAS GIVEN 


THE SAME ASSURANCE. ON BOTH OCCASIONS HE TELEPHONED FROM THE 
BIA BUILDING INTO WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, AND ALLEGEDLY 
DISCUSSED ATTORNEY - CLIENT MATTERS, WHICH HE CONSIDERED TO BE 


end page two 







page three 

MP 70-6864 

HS A. 




PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION. 

AUSA HANDLING CASE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, INSTRUCTS THAT 
ALL ABOVE INDIVIDUALS BE IMMEDIATELY INTERVIEWED CONCERNING 
KNOWLEDGE IN REGARD TQ ASSURANCES ALLEGEDLY GIVEN TO ROUBIDEAUX 
THAT LINE was private. 

FOR INFO ALL RECEIVING OFFICES, BASIS FOR THIS HEARING 

is allegation made by defense that an extension telephone which 
WAS LOCATED at roadblock one, WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, WAS 
MONITORED BY FBI AGENTS AND ATTORNEY-CLIENT COMMUNICATIONS WERE 
INTERCEPTED. TELEPHONE LINE WAS INSTALLED ON MARCH 5, 1973, 

AND TELEPHONE WAS IN SERVICE INTERMITTENTLY UP TO APRIL 9, 1973. 
THIS WAS A DROP LINE (WITH REGULAR■TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT) TO THE 
TELEPHONE AT THE TRADING POST IN WOUNDED KNEE. PERSONS INTERVIEWED 
SHOULD BE ASKED IF THEY (1) KNEW EXTENSION TELEPHONE WAS LOCATED 
AT ROADBLOCK? C2> IF THEY EVER INFORMED MEMBERS OF AIM OF TELEPHONE 
LOCATED ON ROADBLOCK ONE? (3) IF THEY KNEW ABOVE DESCRIBED LINE 
WAS A PARTYLINE OR SINGLE LINE? (4) IF EVER GAVE ASSURANCES TO 
ROUBIDEAUX OR ANYONE IN AIM THAT LINE WAS PRIVATE AND NOT TAPPED. 

1 u.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WHO IS ASSISTING 


END PAGE THREE 





b6 

b7C 


page four "t*'* 

MP 70-6864 




IN trial, advised that he had requested that|_|BE 

INTERVIEWED IN LONDON, ENGLAND, CONCERNING HIS KNOWLEDGE IN 
REGARD TO TELEPHONE EXTENSION, BUT ADVISED THIS DATE THAT 
THE ABOVE SPECIFIC SITUATION WAS NOT MENTIONED IN PREVIOUS 
REQUEST. FBI HEADQUARTERS REQUESTED TO INFORM JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 
AND LEGAT LONDON OF THIS FACT. 

| LOS ANGELES, WILL REINTERVIEW ERICKSON AT MUSIK LAW FIRM. j 
PHOENIX, WILL INTERVIEW STANLEY LYMAN, BIA HEADQUARTERS. 

WFO, WILL INTERVIEW I l U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE. 

ALL OFFICES SUTEL RESULTS. 

END 

JEM 

FBI LOS ANGELWS CLR Tu 








\ 


NRO 13 wa PLAIN 

o:g3 PM IMMEDIATE 03-P.3-74 MRF 
TO ALL SACS 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 

J '< - 

DENNIS JAMES BaNkS; RttSSELL CHARLES M 
burglary, ETC. 


L. 


V 




ll^ANS; 


CIR - 

7' " f 


' /<,- > 

- «' 1 
/ ~ 


rebutel march 22, 1974. 7 • • 

PRIOR TO SHIPMENT OF INFORMANT FILES, IDENTITY OF 
PERSON i-iHO IS INFORMANT SHOULD BE REMOVED. 

END 


all offices pls ret to alxxx talk tks 










# 

date: 3/23 /7^ 


subject: DISORDERS BY AMERICAN 

INDIANS IN SOUTH DAKOTA 

Re: MP telephone call to LA this date. 

SA MP_, telephonically advised 

Los Angeles that it would De necessary for the designated 
Special Agent to he in Minneapolis no later than V26/74-, 
PM:, with requested informant files. SA| 
advised that the Bureau had authorized une nana-carring 
of instant files to Minneapolis. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 











FD-36 (Rev. 5^-64) 

A 


F B 1 




Date: 

3/25/71]- 

Transmit the following in_ 

CODE 





(Type in plaintext or 

code) 

TELETYPE 

URGENT 




(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR*'"' 

MIMEAPOLIS (70-6832) JLBllflJ 

PROM: LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 


DEMIS JAMES BANKS; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 

CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. 

REBUTEL TO ALL SACs DATED MARCH 22, 197^. 

REVIEW OP CRIMINAL, SECURITY AND EXTREMIST INFORMANT 
PILES HAS BEEN COMPLETED BY THE LOS ANGELES DIVISION. 
PERTINENT PILES HAVE BEEN PACKAGED AND WILL BE PERSONALLY 
DELIVERED TO SAC, MINNEAPOLIS BY SA»S 

and AGENTS WILL DEPART LOS ANGELES ON 

3/26/71+ AT 8:00 AM ABOARD WESTERN AIRLINES PLIGHT 560, 

H*7 

AND ARRIVE MIMEAPOLIS 07 PM, CENTRAL DATLIGHT TIME. 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


SEARCHED 
INDEXED / 
rr-r.i m\ 


i 


// 

rr> 

A 


| u 

D or rJUrA 


U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 









K FD«*36a(Rev. 5-22-64) 


* > 


Transmit the following in 


TELETYPE 


ENCODE 


Date: 3/25/74 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


URGENT 


(Priority) 


PROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBfl^ArtO 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (70-6864 j& 5L ^ 

SAC, WASHINGTON FIELDKE"* 3 

ATTN: JOHN C. GORDON, ROOM 2266, 
GENERAL CRIMES UNIT 
general jenvestigative UNIT 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7253)'^) 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS, CIR-BURGLARY, 
ETC., WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, LOS ANGELES, 

PHOENIX, AND WASHINGTON FIELD DATED MARCH 23, 1974, CAPTIONED 
AS ABOVE. 

MISS RALPF E. ERICKSON. ATTORNEY 


MISS|_| RALPF E . ERICKSON, ATTORNEY, 

MUSIK, PETER GARRETT, ONE WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, 
ADVISED INSTANT THAT ERICKSON IS IN WASHINGTON, D. C., FOR 
' NEXT THREE OR FOUR DAYS. HE IS STAYING AT MADISON HOTEL, 

15TH AND M STREET, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


MISS 


ADVISED THAT ERICKSON HAS MANY COMMITMENTS 


UPON HIS RETURN TO LOS ANGELES AND MAY BE UNAVAILABLE FOR 


DJH/lSk 


Approved: 


Special Agent m Charge 


si ^ /T ^ 

ft- r v 

VJA- V.SLS/P .>»* / l 

u p- vsrlp ■’•Us 

Sent M Per I-2T 

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574" 









LA 70-7253 
PAGE TWO 

INTERVIEW FOR A FEW DAYS. 

WASHINGTON FIELD WILL INTERVIEW ERICKSON PER INSTRUCTIONS 
SET FORTH IN REFERENCED TELETYPE. 


2* 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1662 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

" * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




T0 : SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 

from : SUPERVISOR_ 

subject: WOUNDED KNEE 


date: 3/26/71}- 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


ReButel to all offices dated 3/23/7Ij., 
captioned "DENNIS JAMES BANK; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 
CIR - BURGLARY - , ETC. 

Pursuant to Bureau request, the following 
informant files have been sent to the Minneapolis 
Division for review by the U. S. Attorney's Office 
pursuant to an order of the Federal District Judge: 



5010-108 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Ft 










covering this soial 




xnistrative Section covering this serial 













NR007 WF CODED 

445 PM URGENT MaRCH 26, 1974 WWCT 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTN: JOHN C. GORDON, ROOM 2266, 

GENERAL CRIMES UNIT, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION) AND 
SACS, MINNEAPOLIS (70-6864) 

LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 

FROM: SAC, WFO (157-6209) <P) <IP> 

RUSSELL CHARGES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR-BURGLARY, FT AL; 
FUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST, PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU, MARCH 23, 1974 AND LOS 

angeles teletype to bureau, march 25,, 1974 , captioned as above. 
Ralph erickson interviewed this date per instructions in 

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE AND ADVISED THE FOLLOWING: 

HE STATED HE WAS NOT AWARE OF A TELEPHONE EXTENSION AT 
ROADBLOCK ONE AND THEREFORE HE WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO ADVISE 
AIM IF SUCH A TELEPHONE EXISTED OR KNOW IF THE TELEPHONE LINE 
INTO WOUNDED KNEE WAS A PARTY OR SINGLE LINE. 

ERICKSON STATED HE NEVER GAVE ASSURANCES TO RAMON ROUBIDEAUX 
OR ANYONE IN AIM THaT THE TELEPHONE LINE INTO WOUNDED KNEE WAS 

private and NOT 
FD 302 WILL 

END. 

LRS FBI LA CLRP 


tapped. 

FOLLOW. 










NR 002 

4:55 PM URGENT APRIL 3* 1974 

to Buffalo 1 

J 

DENVER 
NEW ORLEANS 
ST. LOUIS 


butte 

LOS ANGELES 
OMAHA 


CHICAGO 

MILWAUKEE 

PORTLAND 


FROM MINNEAPOLIS 66-354! P 


ST. LOUIS SAM FRANCISCO ^TAM£A WFO 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 66-354! P ONE PAGE \ 4 

• ■ ■ 

ADMINISTRATIVE HANDLING OF INFORMANT FILES RE D FMMT*? . T A MES BAMS: 


RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS? CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. I- . - > > / / ^ 

/S7- Wot* • %, 7/ 7 , 

-v- /sn^ jA-. ^ i fa- o /- / ** 

RE BUTEL TO ALL SACS MARCH 22, 1974, CAPTIONED "DENNIS JAMES- , i 

1 

BANKS? RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS? CIR - BURGLARY, ETC". ' 1 

RETEL INSTRUCTED ALL OFFICES TO FORWARD INFORMANT FILES CONTAINING 

INFORMATION ABOUT WOUNDED KNEE TO MP FOR REVIEW BY THE AUSA* 

THE REVIEW HAS BEEN COMPLETED, AND NO IDENTITIES OF INFORMANTS 
WERE REQUESTED BY THE ATTORNEYS FOR THE PROSECUTION. 

OFFICES TO WHOM COPIES OF THIS COMMUNICATION ARE DIRECTED, 
SUBMITTED THEIR FILES BY COURIER, AND ARE REQUESTED TO DISPATCH A 
COURIER TO MP- TO PICK THEM UP. THIS PROCEDURE HAS BEEN APPROVED BY 

THE BUREAU. 

TO REACH THE MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE FROM THE MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL 
AIRPORT, LIMOUSINE CAN BE TAKEN TO THE SHERATGN-RITZ HOTEL, WHICH 
IS ONE-HALF BLOCK FROM THE OFFICE. 


HOLD 


& %L 



DLW 

FBI LOS ANGELES 





FD-448 *(10-28-71) 


✓ 

Transmit attached by Facsimile - PLAINTEXT 



Sub i ect: C £%r/v/k i /s 

‘srrtL. 


0 FACSIMILE 



□ Fingerprint Photo □ Fingerprint Record 
G Artists Conception 

□ (G min) □ (4 min) 

Special handling instructions: 


□ Wap 

□ Other 


□ Newspaper clipping D Photograph 







/ / V / / 

Z // 7 ^/yy 



NR 007 MP CODED 

PM NITEL APRIL 3, 1974 AGL SENT 3:45 AM 4/4/74 .RG 
TO BUTTE CHICAGO LAS VEGAS LOS ANGELES 

MILWAUKEE NEW YORK OMAHA SALT LAKE CITY 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 70-S832-SUB P <P> IP 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; CIR - BURGLARY, ETC 
WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 


on march 15 , 1973 , a memo from sac de bruler contained 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE BELOW LISTED AGENTS. THESE AGENTS WERE ASSIGNED ^ 

to squad four supervised by sa I among the duties 


WAS THE OPERATION of a title three. 

ON APRIL 3, 1974, AUSA RICHARD D. HURD ADVISED THAT IT WAS 
NECESSARY FOR HIM TO KNOW (O THE DATE THE AGENT ARRIVED AT WOUNDED 


1KNEE; C2) HIS ASSIGNMENT AT WOUNDED KNEE AS RECORDED IN THE FILES 
!i OF THE OFFICE OF ASSIGNMENT RATHER THAN AN AGENT'S RECOLLECTION OF 
HIS ASSIGNMENT THERE; AND (3) THE DEPARTURE DATE FROM WOUNDED KNEE. 


THE AGENTS ARE 

- 

BUTTE 



- CHICAGO; 


LAS VEGASi 

! 

- LOS ANGELES: 


- MILWAUKEE; 


- NEW YORK; CHARLES 


- OMAHA? 


SALT LAKE CITY. 


ALL OFFICES ARE REQUESTED TO SUTEL BY 9:30 AM, CENTRAL 
DAYLIGHT TIME, APRIL 4, 1974. SEND MEMORANDA RE ASSIGNMENT AT 
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Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


Date: 4/3/74 

PLAIN _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


NITEL 


05 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI / 6 

a ^ 7 p ^ 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (V57 =r $3£r) 


ADMINISTRATIVE HANDLING OF INFORMANT FILES REGARDING 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS. CIR - BURGLARY; ETC, 


RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO BUFFALO DATED 4/3/74. 
LOS ANGELES WILL DISPATCH AN AGENT 4/4/74, TO 
RETRIEVE LOS ANGELES FILES. 


1-Minneapolis (AM) 

EBM:mmw 

( 2 ) 


Approved: 




v > >- , 


>ecialH\gent in Charge 


?Y[:; 

Ll 


Per jWl _ 

U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972-455-574 
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in person I—| by telephone □ by mail Q orally , □ recording device 


'written by Informant 


If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 
Date 


Dictated 


Date of Report 


W7 


Date(s) of activity 


Transcribed --- 

Authenticated 

by Informant_ 


Brief description of activity or material 








* INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK (*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEET! 
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 



I | Information recorded on a card index by 


Remarks: 


cx: /J -7"<pxA 


_on date 




CC: 157-8224 


157-8911 

157-8915 

100-3267 

1.57 - c / 7¥5' f 
157-9616 . 
157-GSS&ff & ? 


157-8898 

157-8781 

157-8340 

157 - 8 j? 6 - 

f5T'^oon7 r ' 


157-9541 
157-9322 
157-NEW 
157-rNEW 


(AIM) 


/j-?- 97/8' 




ysx'J' 



— — /BlockHSESSp; -7 


Read by 
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Date prepared 


Date received 


// </*/?</ 

c- / / / / / j 

Method of delivery fc/ igatt tTOfapridEg - 

in person \^} by telephone □ by mail 


If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 

Date I- 


<p-U °/?/ 


. Receive 

J n 7 

orally 1 1 recording device f written by Informant 



Dictated 


Transcribed 






Date(s) of activity 


Authenticated 
by Informant _ 





File where original is located if not attached 



- INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK (*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID MOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE, 
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 

n Information recorded'on a card index by . . ■ on date — .. — * _ 

Remarks: .. , , v -> __ ^ r /"\ ' \ 


ac-; 


d Y f /hJ 


CC: 157-8224 (AIM) 

105^3229. 

/wnmn 

157-7456 /denn: 

157-9570 
157-9616 
157-9571 
157-8914 
157-9745 

'157-8582 lVENN< 

157-9573 (CART] 

157-8701 ‘ XRIISS3 

157-8525 

157-8810 . I_ 

■ 176-248 (STAN 

157-9944 (UNIT! 


DENNIS BANKS 


(CARTER CAMP) 

ftiTTSSHiT.T. MR A NR' 




157-NEW 


(STAN HOLDER) 

(UNITED INDIAN WOMEN FOR 
SOCIAL JUSTICE) 

.(JOHN TRUDELL) 


Read by 
















February 11, 1974 
Los Angeles, California 



stated there is to be a demonstration 
at the Federal Building, Spring and Temple Streets, Downtown Los 
Angeles, sponsored by the United Indian Women for Social Justice. 
She also received a call from the Wounded Knee Defense Committee 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 


I 

pay the American Indian Movement (AIM) telephone bill, 
refused to pay any money which is to go to the Wounded Knee 
defense. 'LNU), from Wounded Knee Defense Office, who 

is a spoke with is planning to go 

to the rally in Oklahoma. 





DENNIS BANKS, through the St. Paul Legal Office, is 
[ AIM. He wants 



asking fo 


in Porcupine, South Dakota. 

_ is aligned wit! 





from Red Wind Camp, wants 


to visit him in the near future. 


is allegedly 


wanted by the police at Cass Lake, Minnesota, and his mother is 









| [ also stated that JOHN TRUDELL is being used by 
VERNON BELLECOURT and CARTER CAMP and building hate between 
himself and RUSSELL MEANS because CAMP allegedly took MEANS' 
woman away from him. RUSSELL MEANS 

and CARTER CAMP and none to Minneapolis. She told CAMP | | 


MEANS. 


went to court on $3,000 bail and 


an informant saic 
bail went up to $50,000. 


rnd his 



Indian people. She is working on 


_ a n< 46 Indian students in 

the Bellflower area. The local Indians in Los Angeles do not 
like being asked for money to support the Indians at Pine Ridge. 
They are also angry at AIM and Red Wind Camp for being rip offs 
and because there is no money for local kids. 

Indian ways. CARTER CAMP's mother 
lives in Paramount, California, and is remarried. His problems 
are kept out in the open by individuals from the outside to keep 
the people from rallying around him. CAMP has the support of 
Oklahoma and VERNON BELLECOURT is trying to dislodge him from 


there. 










will 

but not 

under AIM. She is 

Social Security Number 


a -:- ' 


CARTER CAMP has telephone number. (405) 524-8676 inr_ 


Oklahoma. 


STAN 


HOLDER in Oklahoma, address unknown. 

is upset because she does not 


have the money to run back and forth like she wants to. She 


[AIM when the elections 


are allegedly supposed to be held on 2/27/74. 
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* INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK (*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID NOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE. 
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 


j~~1 hifonnation recorded~on a card' index by . 
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WTJSJL 2 *~_^S 


Ch^fs^ [-oc/i S Cr o u> 
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WOUNDED KNEE LEGAL 
DEFENSE/OFFENSE COMMITTEE 


033 Sibley St., Suite 605, Saint Paul,Mn. 55101 224-5631 

. - --' 


TRIAL NEWSLETTER/BULLETIM #4 


March 02, 1974 


J^ast week we didn’t publish cur Trial Eulletin/Newsletter because 
*court was in session only for two days. 


‘The trial of Dennis Banks and Russell Means who are charged with 
♦conspiracy, burglary, assult among other charges, stemming from the 
liberation of Wounded Knee in 1973 was recessed until Feb. 21 at the, 
xeguest of Randolph Kearst to allow Dennis Banks to go to San Francisco ^ 
as the American Indian* Movement, representative to lay the basis for * . 
-negotiations.-between the Hearst family and the Symbioriese Liberation 
.Array for the return of Patricia Hearst,. kidnapped by the SLA. 

Following ’is a statement made by Dennis Banks, national executive 
^director of AIM, 'on February 20 after he and Russell Means returned from 
-California. • 

;Mr^. -Banks' said: . ' 

S 7 ’’On Feb. 4, 1974, this country became victims of the first pol¬ 
itical kidnapping in our history. This act, which the Symbionese 
Xiberation Amy, has taken full responsibility for, is an attempt 
* to call attention to the desperate needs of the poor in California 
-and elsewhere. Many organizations were listed to act as observers 
t)r..coordinators .during cnis most crucial time of negotiations. 

AIM was one of those organizations. 11 . 

IDennis* Banks 1 participation in the negotiations came following a policy 
-^statement issued by the American Indian Movement regarding the situation. ^ 
fThat policy statement follows in its entirety. 


The American Indian Movement is one of six groups named by the f 
^Symbionese Liberation Army to- act as observers in the distribution . 
.to the poor of food to be furnished by the family of Patricia 
. Hearst. 

The American Indian Movement recognizes the proposal as a serious / 
>one.-and in response, is dispatching Mr. Dennis Banks, Nat’l 
^Executive Director, to San Francisco to support its local,repre- # 
:sentatives in formulating any necessary plans. 

Mr. Banks, who with Mr. Keans, is on trial in Federal Court 
dn St. Paul, Mn., on charges relating to the liberation of Sounded 
Hnee in 1973, v?ill work with the representatives of the six organ¬ 
izations in endeavoring to meet any preconditioning for negotiating ^ 
for the release of Miss Hearst. . , 

-With AIM having experienced the deaths of several of its 
^members at Wounded Knee, it strongly desires to assist in prevent- _ 
ing any further bloodshed, whether members of ."the SLA or Miss ( 

AIM fully understands the objectives of the SLA in unveiling 
-the rampant racism in our society, in exposing the vast injustices 
in our nation, and in identifying the desperate needs of the poor. 

AIM joins with SLA in calling for a massive demonstration of - .* 

- mew concern for the poor but only wishes that a kidnapping had 
mot been necessary to generate such a concern. 

SLA has assured the safety or Miss Hearst and AIM respects- 
that -trust as SLA is temporarily using the life of Miss Hearst 
o -graphically illustrate the daily suffering .of hundreds of 
thousands of the- poor, AIM desires to take only those steps 
-^which will further assure Miss Hearst*s safety. 

*—AIM appeals, however, to the SLA to negotiate directly with 
• one or all of the representatives of the six organizations 
*which-SLA has designated, and Mr. Banks offers himself immedi¬ 
ately to be of any possible assistance in facilitating the nego¬ 
tiations irrespective of any possible danger to himself. ^ 
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•The four point program which was worked out i-s-as 'follows: 

■"Assuming there is a 'basis for •negotiations' and, in order to 
provide a just and equitable conclusion to the ,SLA proposal, AIM 
.sets forth the following plan for immdeiate implementation. 

- " "1. That one representative from each of the -organizations 

.-•♦-.designated by SLA as observers and coordinators form a-coalition 

to implement the SLA proposal. 

"A. - That this coalition will meet at least -once -a -day for any .and 
■. -all--emergencies that may arise. 

"B. That this coalition appoint committees to address themselves 
to food, health, clothing, prison, welfare, -housing, .aged and : 

• -disabled. 

"2* That this coalition receive and implement -the^SLA proposal. 

; ’%»a. That all - good faith gestures be channeled to this coalition 

or its designate. 

- - - "3. That this coalition administer all distribution of food, 

Fj clothing, and fulfill other conditions specified by -the SLA. 

"3. That this coalition be recognized by agents, officers,, and 
-other personnel who represent the U.S,. governments 
■ /"A. That diplomatic immunity be granted to those,participants of’ 
''this coalition. * . 

~"B. That this coalition be protected from reprisals, -either 
• - : -.politically or.otherwise, from those agencies, agents, officers, 

- or-others who .represent law enforcement agencies -of '-municipal, 

••- ;city, county, or federal governments. 

T4. That this coalition be recognized by the tHearst family which 
« will not, directly-or ind* irectly, take any reprisal action -what- 
.soever against. those members or organizations participating in this 
-coalition.” 


* The four point program was accepted by the’Hearst ’family. 


.ATRIAL REPORT 

, ,. -When* the.vtrial .rasvwie&^on. ,Reb ..^21,the prps,e.cution,;an?:rqducea two 
-^undercover FBI agents who attempted to infiltrate - AIM shortly before 
the liberation of Wounded Knes. 

Agents Stanley R. Keel, alias Richard Round Tree,-and Charles B.Ste- 
phdnsoh;* -alias Charles Light Root attended an open meeting at the 
Mother Butler -Center, a Catholic community-<center in' Rapid City, -S.D. 
;The reason why Keel and Stephenson..were chosen by the -FBI for that, 
^assignment is they are both part Indian- Keel-described himself as* 
""-seven-sixteenth Chickasaw" and Stephenson as "one sixteenth Cherokee”. 

The purpose of the open meeting the ’.pair attended in -Rapid -City 
/was not, as they both testified, to plan violence *on rthe reservation, 
’but to await word from Pine Ridge on the impeachment -of Tribal Council 
^Chairman Richard Wilson., The meeting was attended .by 30O.-5OO people. 
•Clyde Bellecourt, Dennis Banks, Russell Means, Ramon.-Roubideaux. 

I*and Father Pates , diccctor of the Mother •Butler..-Center^ addressed 
the meetingT^ . ’ 

The only information they collected on '"planned ^violence" came 
from. Red Blanket who has a 15 year history -of alcoholism. The pair 
^described Red Blanket as the person in charge -of security* . 

During their testimony Keel and Stephenson have repeatedly contra- 
vldicted each other. Both testified that they were -interested in 
^joining AIM. Keel says that while they were interviewed -there, were 
A or 5 people "surrounding them” in the room. •'Stephenson ;says there 
.-were 25 to 30 people. ' v \ - . • 

r . .Keel talked about-daily oral reports made to their superior-fn 
Rapid-City, while Stephenson testified they never**did-‘ ” Reel mentioned 
= ‘{they bad written notes from which the reports were dictated, Stephen- 
son was positive in his testimony that they never .bad-any-written notes. 

•One of the most important contradictions is that-the. written 
^report of their activities for Feb. 21 and -Feb* 22 showed that they 
were dictated on Feb. 24, - so Keel testified. Stephenson said that 
the report of Feb. 21 was dictated that same night'.and be named the 
place and secretary he and Keel dictated it to.. . 

These,men haven’t been able to keep their facts-straight* The 
repeated contradictions in their story makes the testimony extre¬ 
mely hard to belivc at all. * •• 
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On Thursday, Feb. 21/ Judge Fred Nichol had laid the groundwork 
for upsetting a major section of the prosecution case against Dennis 
and Russell. *' 

The Treaty of 1868 signed between the Sioux Nation and the U.S. 
government prohibits federal forces from coming onto the Pine Ridge 
Reservation without the express approval of the Sioux Nation. 

The government has argued that they need no prior authority to 
enter the reservation despite the express provisions of the.Treaty 
of 1868. 

To support its case the government attempted to enter into 
evidence a petition from Tribal Chairman Richard Wilson requesting a 
court order from tribal Judge Theodore Tibbitts, and the order that 
Tibbitts issued requesting U.S. Marshalls to come on the Reservation. 

Attorneys for the defense argued that both the petition and tribal 
order were illegal, as according to thfe tribal constitution and by¬ 
laws, only the tribal council can make such a request. In addition, 
it appears that the petition may be a fraud in that the clerk was 
forced to admit that it was not in the court file and she never saw 
it until after she received the governments"!poena in January of 1974. 
Then, for the first time, Judge Tibbits gave her the petition supposed¬ 
ly signed by Dick Wilson on Feb. 9, 1973. > 4 

Judge Nichol ruled that government prosecutors could not introduce 
as "legitimate evidence" the petition of Richard Wilson and the 
order of Tibbitts. ■ He cited the provisions of the tribal constitution 
authorizing only the* tribal council to make such a request and 
described the petition and 'order as Illegal. 

The government's 7th and 8 th witnesses were Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) police Wayne Romero and Virgil Randall who were on 
duty together the night of Feb. 27, 1973. *i 

Attorneys for the defense have tried to bring out that both 
Romero and Randall were members of Dick Wilson's goon squad, but 
Judge Nichol repeatedly sustained objections by R.D.,:Hurd, assistant 
U.S. attorney, to questions that could have shown that Romero and 
Randall were in fact par* - Q* rbe goon -squads established on the 
reservation to keep Wilson in‘power. 

Romero, although he has been living on the reservation most 
of his life claims he knows nothing about Chief Frank Fools Crow. , 
traditional religious leader on the reserva-cidn • Se also claims 
to nothing about the sundance and has never heard of the sacred peace 

pipe. • 

When Randall took the stand at the end of the day wearing 
dark sunglasses, he was shown by Mark Lane, attorney for Dennis 
Banks, a roster of the goon squads which was obtained from the BIA 
police department. Randall confirmed he had seen it "floating * •’ 

around" in the police department about a year ago. Randall repeatedly*•. 
denied any knowledge of the goon squads or vigilante groups and said., 
he didn't know how his own name appeared on the roster. Continuing .* . 
his cross examination Mark Lane asked Randall why he had been 
transferred from the Pine Ridge Reservation to Winnebago/ Nebraska. 

"Were you,"' Lane asked, "transferred because you shot and killed 
little Spotted Horse, an Oglala, and because you shot your brother 
Wayne Randall in the leg, and because you struck a pregnant woman, 

Mary Burns Prairie, ‘in- the stomach, with your billy club, causing 
her to miscarry?" * ; ’ 

Prosecuting attorney R.D.Hurd jumped to his feet, speechless, 
while Judge Nichol was shouting "Mr.LaneI Mr..Lane!" The witness 
sat, undisturbed by the question. w v ‘ 

Judge Nichol angrily admonished Lane, and ruled that because 
lane had "abused his right of counsel" he could not continue the 
cross-examination. "I am sick and tired of your behavior" added-the 
Judge.Following discussion, Nichol regained his composure and told Lane 
that could continue, provided he asked questions in another area.. 

After the court session, Mark Lane said: ‘"It was a perfectly proper 
question tinder cross-examination and I am sure the Judge'will realize 
that." 

The next morning a long debate took place outside-the presence o f 
the jury to determine whether or not Mark Lane could question the 
witness in an attempt to impeach him. In the middle of the discussion 
Judge Nichol said that an excellent suggestion had been made to the 
clerk of court that this trial would proceed faster if there were 
no reporters in the court room, thereby implying, as he had clearly 
stated at the beginning of the trial, that the defense attorneys 
were delaying the proceedings on purpose for the benefit of the news 
media. 1 f 1 








* 
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Hark Lane was finally permitted to continue questioning the witness, 
at which time Randall denied knowing anything about Little -Spotte d 
.flarse, his brother being shot or being involved in -any 'violence. 

When" the defense presents its case, -witnesses will be-brought to . 
.-impeach Randall's testimony. 

* The prosecution then brought to the stand -three witnesses to , 
testify as to the'location of bovernment roadblocks, A.I.M. bunkers 
and location of houses in Wounded Knee as shown -on the-vgovernmerit 
Tnaps to be used as exhibits. 

But the last witness, Jerry Brennan,-who-was-brought to-the -stand 
to testify that the location of the houses -on the maps was .accurate, 
tended up saying that the proposed government -exhibit bad a tnumber of 
""glaring inaccuracies"? the map showing houses in-Wounded Knee was 
’not received in evidence. t 

The 12th witness for the government-was MerrilltSherer, ^another 
FBI -agent who was brought to the stand to testify-be bad seen a 
caravan of cars entering Wounded Knee the night of-Feb- 27., 1973.. 

The cross-examination revealed that Sherer ’saw^mofhing illegal 
in that caravan of cars slowly moving from Calico .Ball to .Wounded 

.-Knee . ■ . - 

The next -government witness was Gary Thomas, a former lawyer for 
•the -only legal aid -office on the Pine Ridge Reservation. , * 

Thomas testified that Pedro Bissonnette, Oglala .Civil Rights 
^Organization leader murdered by the BIA police., -and "Russell Means 
went to his office around 7t00 pm the night of Feb. 27, 1973. About 
-8i30 pm that same night Mr. Thomas went to -Wounded -Knee and saw 
• Hus sell -at the Catholic Church. ’ .... 

Under -cross-examination, ’Mr.. Thomas explained'tov-ihe bad*‘lost bxs 
«ob as attorney for the only legal-aid office-on the Pine/Ridgo 
Reservation -on Feb.-38, 1973. "Mr- Wilson,’" Thomas said, referring* 

-to Lick Wilson the tribal chairman, "I saw bimon the 28th- .He 
said 1 had 10 to 12 hours to leave the reservation or T would be 
•killed." Thomas added that Wilson had pushed him -and that .his breath 
—smelled booze, fir. Thomas lodged complaints with the *FHX "right after 
the incident, but doesn't know that an^ motion.bars been-raken against 
Wilson. - 

Thomas also testified as to the-climate *»of terror prevailing 
-*on the Pine Ridge Reservation on Feb. 1973- :He related an incident 
‘.that took place in the afternoon -of the 27th^where Russell 'Means 
bad been assaulted by five men while sitting in Thomas^ car parked 
-^jiear a grocery store in Pine Ridge. A complaint -was -filed shortly 
-afterwards but Wilson-got it dismissed. 

‘ Cary Thomastestimony exposing some *o‘f the-.-conditions,-on the 
-reservation has helped the "jury understand the origins >of bhe 
Liberation of Wounded Knee. . ^ ■* ' " 

The final witness for the government on stand ^this week was - 
Rather Paul Manhart. the Catholic missionary.oriestof the-Sacred 
.Heart Church of. Wounded Knee. - 4 - . ‘ 

Rather Manhart testified he -saw the long-streamof beadlaghts 
coming down the Big Foot Trail into Wounded TCneeon the night of Feb* 
27th. '"It was striking", he added. Prosecuting attorney R-D. Hurd* . 
-bas not completed his direct examination-of the-missionai^-. The ;** 
trial resumes Monday March 4th. - 7*** 

. : 1 C:V* V. 

- SUPPORT THE WOUNDED KNEE DEFENDANTS : . ' ’ 1 'j 

On February 27, 1974, a rally was held- at the University of 
^Minnesota in Minneapolis commemorating -the first-janni vers ary of the 
Liberation of Wounded Knee. Approximately 1500.people gathered in the 
*main ballroom of the Coffman Union at th.e University of Minnesota 
to show their support of the Wounded Knee Defendants- The featured 
-speakers were the defendants Dennis Banks-and Russell Means* and 
.John Trudel of the American Indian'Movement. - . - . r- j ' :u 

SUPPORT THE WOUNDED KNEE DEFENDANTS _ . 

While the trials continue in St. Paul andidn Sioux Falls., “it 
is -of the utmost importance that the broadest support ^possible be 
shown. - / ' _ ^ 


*' 1 JL. V 


li 
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-FEBRUARY 27: ANNIVERSARY OF WOUNDED KNEE LIBERATION 

-On Feb. 26th, Judge Fred Nichol prohibited Russell Items and Dennis 

3anks from attending ceremonies at Wounded Knee -to-commemorate the 
anniversary of the Liberation and to pay ‘homage to -the -warriors who died 

at Wounded Knee. * „ _ _ 

Over 300 people , the usual population of Wounded Xnee during the 
liberation, ringed Buddy Lamont's grave/the mass-grave site at Wounded 
-Knee for a prayer service conducted -by -Oscar Bear Runner who is a long 
-time activist on the reservation and .himself -a defendant. 

Chief Frank Fools Crow led the people in prayer followed by drum 
singing by the Porcupine singers and a speech by Ted . 

aninded the gathering of the sacrifice that .Budav-, Prank Clearwater and 
later Pedro Bissonette made to save their lives .ana traflitions and urg 

people to carry on that fight. There -was a feast -held afterwards 
at the Porcupine Community hall. ■ , 

A caravan of 12 cars from Rapid city proceeded wi-thout incident to 
Wounded Knee although under heavy surveillance at check poants. Earlier 
Wilson .had said the only gathering at Wounded Knee would be a goon squ 
-but be backed down -at the last minute and -allowed -Phe ceremony to take 
place. - 

. SIOUX FALLS TRIAL REPORT 

JCn Sioux Falls defendants Madonna Gilbert, Xorelei DeCora Means an 
~Tonia .Ackerman -waived their right to he present -at ^ h e : ° n ' go ^ ng 
Clearing and joined other Wounded Knee defendants»and supporters in the 

;caravan from Sioux Falls to Wounded Knee. . ^ pCora and 

After -granting the -defense suppression motion ^on Marianne PeCora and 
C-Vaugn Six Baker, Judge Warren Urbom ’refused -a -summary judgement in the 
ecase of Madonna, Lorelei, and Tonia -who were stopped atjthe same road 
block at the same time. Suppression .hearing .continues building from _ 
-earlier -testimony. The oontinueing -hearing is expected to go into the 
- ' v ?f'ixst' J couple^days ■'thi-s-^week. ~ -If ’the^defensc,-*.closes dine potion, 

•atrial will begin thereafter before Judge Srbom. 

^SUPPORT THE W OUNDED KNEE bND RELATED DEFENDANTS -OH 'TRIAL IN S IOUX FAILS. 
-DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF ALL INDIAN .PEOPLE 


HE YOU I70ULD XIKE TO RECEIVE THE COMMITTEE "NEWSLETTER'3SDM-SIOUX FALLS 
3 AEASE RETURN THIS COUPON TO: ^KL D/0 C P,D, Pox 255 

Sioux Falls, sSortth Dakota 57101. 


31ease send me 'your Committee Newsletter: 
TNAME ____'.ADDRESS^ 

mrY_ state ____ 

^ENCLOSED IS A CONTRIBUTION _ 






The following resolution is a.proposed draft that we .ask you to bring 
'before your organization. Copies of any resolutions that your organ¬ 
ization does pass should be sent to: 

.Atty Gen. Saxbee Chief U-S. Dist. William Clayton 

.Dept- of Justice Judge Fred Nichol U-S. -District Atty 

•Washington, D.C. Fed. Court Bldg- Ted* Court Bldg. 

St. Paul,, Mn. 55101 St. Taul, Tin- 55101 


^Please send a copy to the Wounded Knee .Legal Defense/Offense Committee 
at 333 Sibley, Rm. 605, St. Paul, Mn. 55101, also* 

WHEREAS, .Native Americans have been mistreated’and robbed *of their 
lands by the US Government, real estate speculators, corporations 
.such as railroads, and mining combines, as well as giant -utilities 
^companies, and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans signed 371 treaties in'-good faith with 
the U-S- Government which has continually violated those treaties 
^and its obligations to Native Americans, resulting in the 'severest 
^poverty, highest infant mortality and suicide rates in the ^pop¬ 
ulation and extreme economic hardships including *wage -earnings far 
below minimum rate, often less than a dollar ^aniicur* -and 

-WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the United States of .America has 
'ruled that treaties entered into by the XL'S- Government and 
•^approved by Congress carry the‘same force of law that the Const!— 
itution -does, so that violations -of treaties signed ^with Indian 
^Nations demonstrates a lack of respect for the -highest laws of this 
3.and, 

"THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we fully ^support the .-struggles -of 
.Indian peoples for a full redress of their just^grievances; for 
self-determination and justice by -supporting the three demands of 
“the American Indian Movement, the Oglala *SiouX'Watxon and the 
^ -^people«.on. trial *in.St- Haul and Sioux Falls for their* participation 
in the liberation of Wounded'Knee ‘Feb. ‘.27-May /6> 1973, specifically/: 

1. -Congress should establish a Treaty -'Commission to 

•examine the 371 treaties signed with Indian peoples. 

„ 2 . That the Indian Reorganization -Act of 1934 be re~ 

examined or repealed because the IRA- .places .Indian self— 
—government-under the direct and total control -of. the- 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and because -the IRA has 
•^imposed non-Indian systems of -government -on Indian 
-peoples, which systems have become corrupted in the * 
process. 

3- -Remove the 3IA from the Dept- of the Interior -and 
set it up as an independent agency tp ^nd the • 

-conflict between the corporate interests the -Department 
represents adn the management -of Indian lands. 

' THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all -charges be dropped 
^against the 129 people the government is attempting to prosecute 
tfor their stand in defense -of their civil rights* 
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TRIAL NEWSLETTER - 

V/OUND€D KN€€ L6GAL 

_ D€F€NS6/OFF€NS€ COMMITT€€ _ 

000 Sibley St., Suite 605, Saint Paul,Mn. 55101 224-5601 


TRIAL NEWSLETTER/ BULLETIN #5 
TRIAL REPORT 


March 10, 1974 


The trial of Dennis Banks and Russell Means charged with con¬ 
spiracy, burglary, assault, and other charges stemming from the 
liberation of Wounded•Knee has produced some'interesting developmeats 
th'is week. * 

Along with Father Manhart, catholic missionary of’Wounded Knee 
and 14th witness for the prosecution, four unexpected witnesses 
took the stand and, for the first time in history, the FBI files on 
Wounded Knee were ordered impounded by Judge Nichol. 

All these new developments were spurred by part of Father Man- - 
hart's testimony relative to* a resolution signed by the residents 
of, the District of Wounded Knee. 

Under direct examination by R.D. Hurd, prosecution attorney, 

Father Manhart testified that he had been forced out of his church 
and sent to r he residence of Mr. GildersleeveP where all the so- 
called "hostages' wore told by Dennis Banks that they should not 
consider themselves as hostages, but more like prisoners of war: and 
more important, that they were free to go if they wanted to. 

.....Manhart testified also as to his observations and activities in 
the 8 or 9 days following February 27, 1973. He observed trenches, 
visited members of his parish, observed a gunfire incident while 
moving his car, attended a community meeting at which an invitation to 
J.-.AIK members to enter the community was issued, saw Means and Banks 
talk to rep^r^ens.,, -arranged for a meeting of the Wounded Knee 

’With 'the'" Tribe 1 ‘Gounci 1 > * >and saw«a 1 fire- >at' the trading *post. 

. Under cross-examination by William Kunstler, Manhart would not 
characterize any of his activities as missionary, work. He has been ’ 

. a pastor of the Wounded Knee catholic mission for over 20 years! He 
knew the significance of the Sun Dance, drums, uow-wow, but when 
asked about the Sweat Lodge he asserted that it was used for re- 1 
ligious and bathing purposes, refusing to say that bathing would be 
a sacrilege. 

. ■' When Manhart was questioned on the resolution signed by the 'res¬ 
idents of Wounded Knee, he testified that some of the.signatures 
were forgeries. The resolution reads as follows: (We are including 
the resolution in its entirety): 

• WE THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, ** 

.. HEREBY MAKE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION: . * 

WHEREAS , the United States Department of Justice has the 
‘ District of Wounded Knee, South Dakota surrounded by the 
7 agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and United 

States Marshalls, and 1 

WHEREAS, we the undersigned residents of Wounded Knee, South' 

>.* Dakota are presently engaged in peaceful and meaningful dis¬ 
cussions concerning the events that have transired here* 

.during the last few days and in particuliar, the Question of 
x .! 7 . there being any necessity for the United States Government, 

.7. ' through the United States Dept, of Justice remaining in 
Wounded Knee any longer, it is therefore, 
t . .* RESOLVED that the U.S. Dept, of Justice and their agents- and 
servants cease and desist from firing upon our guest members 
7 * of the American Indian Movement and members of the news media 

, _ . who are here at our invitation and that no persons who are 

j ' present here now or who may come in the future be harrassed* 

‘or intimidated when they are here at our invitation. That as 
these .discussions continue, we will advise the representatives 


i 
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of the United States of our progress as to whether we 
feel that there is any need for the United States Dept, 
of Justice to remain and it is further 

RESOLVED, that prejudice does nov/ exist in the manner in 
'* *::** which the United States Dept, of Justice is dealing with - 
, ^ ^ the events here and that prejudice is directed against 
■ . ■ the Indian citizens and their Indian guests who are here, 

in that amongst other things, the white citizens are being 
permitted to go and come at will, but the Indian citizens 
are not permitted the same freedom. We therefor demand 
* that the United States Government immediately permit the 

Indian citizens and their guests to go and come-at will. 

; Dated: March 3, 1973 


'During Manhart's examination it developed that the copy of the 
petition furnished by the FBI under the discovery order to produce 
documents related to the case was not*a copy-of the original,-but a 
copy of a copy on whichh\:iriwritten notes had been added by FBI 
agents and BIA policemen. The apparent alteration of the documents 
engendered much of Manhart's confusion in thinking that some of the 
signatures were forgeries. 

The defense strongly objected to this and demanded that the, 
original be produced. Hurd said that he did not know where the 
original was but was going to ask the FBI to investigate the matter. 

At this point Judge Nichol became quite irritated and said: 

"I used to think the FBI was one of the greatest: bureaus that ever 
came down the pipe. 3ut I think it has deteriorated, and I don’t 
care how many FBI agents are in the court room listening to me, I 
think it has deteriorated." He then ordered that the FBI files 
pertaining to the Wounded Knee cases, ‘'shall be kept intact in toto 
and not removed, altered, destroyed ox* otherwise disturbed from their 
present location and condition until further ox'der from this court." 

The original petition was finally "discovered" in the FBI 
files where it had been since March 3 of "liast^year *and 'brought to 
court along with foui* FBI agents who came'to give seme explanation on 
their'"doctoring*' of a piece of evidence- ' Judge Nichol considered 
all this a very serious mattex*. "It seemed'to me / ' ,, he said,"it was a 
holding back of information that should have been produced earlier 
and when it was produced it was not all produced."" Sending a photo¬ 
copy instead of the original "looked to me as if it was almost deli¬ 
berate" ^Ni'chol said. . ■ 

On March 8 th, court revealed that the FBI had contacted Nichol' »* 
regarding his order and U.S. attorney advised that the -FBI files, 
contained 315,981 serials, in 5239 volumes each serial at least,-one 
page *10119 but eften much longer. This revelation .came*on the heels 
of the disclosure in Washington D.C. that the FBI had engaged in-a cor 
course of deliberate* harrassment and agent provocateur activity 
against the Black Panthers and other organizations. The activities 
described against the Panthers parallel closely the kind, of activities 
that the government has engaged, in against the American Indian Move¬ 
ment. It is hard to believe that any organization could gather . 
315,981 items against any organization in a period of approximately 
one year, yet that is what the government claims. The next, fight 
will be to force the disclosure of this material which because- of its 
volume presents unbelievable problems. * ■, 

The last two witnesses to take the stand this week were Rev. ; \ 
and Mrs. ’Lansberry, pastor and missionary of the Church of God in' ■ 
Wounded Knee. Rev. Lansberry testified he had heard some noise on 
the night of Feb. 27, 1973; that,he had seen shadows of people carry¬ 
ing what he thought to be possible rifles. The 68 year old reverend 
cannot be considered an "eye witness 1 ''. He left Wounded Knee the same 
night and returned on May 9th. 

Mrs. Lansberry described for the court the three bedroom home:- 
they lived in in Wounded Knee which included among other things a : 
portable organ, a hi-fi, an electric sewing machine, three electric 
typewriters, a washer and dryer. On the Pine Ridge reservation, where 
Wounded Kn,ee is located, most: Indian people don't have water or 
"'electricity in their homes l 
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JURY T q^ P 5ed^ ^T'a rC h 6*, it was brought-to the court's attention that 

Pius XI encyclical oh "Atheisa and Connnunisr.i“. .. The ludge ot rfered n - 
• investigation and complimented the jury for hrinpinr the natter, to his 
attention. The FGI.has apparently arrested a man from Alban.,, '"I* ,.;y 
where the material was mailed from,. % * '** ••is 

'* tl 1 , ' vr; * *'**i 

REPORTER HARR ASS IMG: ; •: •*. < n +he rnurt roDm ' - 

On Friday norninq an incident took- place in the court room 

involvina the editor of this newsletter.,: who has since the beginning . 
of these'trial proceedinns been .sittinn ip the press section f the 
court room in order to receive clear 1 n-o.rma . on. Although sne is 

not an "accredited member of .the press" she TS T {J°’ n 2 9r some'Teason 
was welcomed by the reporters sittinjv.therft, Then fo.r some reas 
the U S Marshal 1 s decided that as she did,.pot have,a press card 

she should be in the press box and removed her frnm there: saying the 

porters signed the petition which was then brouao u ^ , 

Michol remarked that the reporters sinned,'the Petition because th 

tar .u’«“ «&.%««.- 

newsletter sees this incident as part of the continued harrassement 
of the defense team by the government. . , ’ ... ; , 

SI0UX The L direction E oT7 he Mounded Knee trials in Sioux Fall s 1 shifted 
this week on an agreement bv Warren K. Urbom that he wou.d be the 
"Wounded Knee Judge." This came after the defense s “ 99 ? a *® d .* 

Urbom that the Eighth Circuit court of Appeals decision to-have 
<iim s vtanoous trials in two .or more locations Hundreds of wl_l.es a t a. 
would make it impossible for the defendants to receive even the hope 
fo? a possibly fair trial Defense also pointed out that procedure 
suaaested for multiple trials would mean three years before>he jast 
calls were completed! Judge Urbom was told by the Defense team that 
trial time could be shortened to approximately one year £e-agireed 

to handl»the cases. This prediction, is based on the belief of _ 

many that'a number of cases taking weeks before juries because 
questions coSld tike only days i.n a co'urt trial before a Judge, called 

benen trials. . t Reans another move by at least part of f'^O/OC 

this time to Lincoln, Nebraska where Urbom regularly resides as Chief . 

Judoe of the Federal-District Court. This move is e S rase VrrentlvVir'- 
. place the first week of May’after completion of the case currently oir 

, tHal Oral Vrouments"are being heaVd Vhe.^ek of March 10 on defense . 
motion to suppress evidence arja i ns 1 ;.nadoniW G 1 1 hert , Lore 1 e^ DeCora 
Means, and Tonia' Ackerman who were charged. with Burqlary and '* 
on Feb 27 1873. If the motion is lost we.will proceed with a bench 
■trial on March 27; otherwise the defense 4e&l \ prepare another case of 

1tS Ch ?or e the r nen a two n weeks government and defense attorneys -will' / 
confer to evaluate 120 cases the -government has thought to prosecute 
■ "with the goal of paring down the number to a r f as0 !? a ^® aa s e .J°? tat 
The Committee is currently embroiled in legal babies in state 

ks-.::: a*.; 

Judqe-'Rottum, circuit judge in Rapid City; trials ™ aDDeal to 

All the cases. hov'evsr, have not been included and despite PP 
the statVsupreme' cour.t, ve are forced to argue pretrial. motions on 
March 12 before Judge -Fosheim from Huron. The pretrial n W llit 

k! Sii5 in Piorr«" An attempt will be made to remove Fosheim on writ 

of prohibition alleging his prejudice toward ^VcenV^whereVe’upheld 
sided over the first bond reduction hearings -in Sept, where he upneio 

W oS JI KK5-5r/-SJ25-«a m „??? move" to'set Vnts on. 

the orounds that they have been deprived of due process r*iah.ts o 
challenge^prejudiceof the grand jury in Custer County which prosecu- 
’ tion admits can not give the defendants a fair -rial. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN DINNER COMPLETES SUCCESS OF -JiOM.EN'S VIGIL: 

When a group of 30 women from the Twin Cities aathered on 
Feb. 27th to organize a women's support group for Wounded Knee, it 
was agreed that more public attention v»as needed for the 84 women 
facing Federal ,_.state, .and tribal charges stenmino. from the. Liberation 
of Wounded Knee. . ‘‘ . - 

Representing organizations such as the Tv r in Cities NOW, St. 

Paul NOW, the YWCA of both cities, Women.'s Equity-Action League, 
Minnesota Feminists, WIL, Women's Union and Association of Univer¬ 
sal 1 st Vlomen, the group also- included women who have experience in 
political organizations. ■ 

As a first effort, the coalition decided to sponsor a vioil at 
the St. Paul Federal Cofrt building in support of the women def¬ 
endants, March first. Fifty people parlviciDated in an hour-long 
prayer service led by Ms..Elizabeth Deere, a Roseville resident. 

The Indian Youth drum, the circle of participants and various press' 
people heard Ms. Deere and Fafth Traversie, mother of Madonna 
Gilbert offer prayer for the defendants, for the end of political 
repression and for restoration of the rightS‘-of Tndian people. 

Flowers were handed to Madonna Gilbert and expressions of personal 
support were quietly addressed to her in the name of all present. 

A dinner followed in the cafeteria -of the St. Paul YWCA where 
over four hundred friends and supporters were.served a meal of "tur¬ 
nkey* fish and wild rice. 

Films, a short presentation by guests from the Native American 
Ensemble, and .speeche’s by Madonna Gilbert and Pine Ridge resident 
Gladys Bissonette, made the evening full; a scene of deep involvement, 
a communing with the good spirits who hovered over alT and within 
everybody, * ‘ 

VISITING UINNEBAGOS. " ’ 4 

"Eight students from a Native Av/arcncss class in the Public 
School, Winnebago Reservation, Pinnebaog, Nebraska were in St. Paul 
^thirs*-past .week to Ahserve .the ,trial of Dennis and Russell. The 
•students came with video equipment, cameras and M:tfpe recorders to 
qather information to being back to their, community. Upon returning 
hone the class plans to make presentations to the school, the tribal 

’coucil and the community along with a student panel which will dis-_ 

cuss the trial, events leading up to the trials and the effects on 
all Indian people. 

INTERNATIONAL DINNER ' 

Another expression of international support for the Wounded 
Knee defendants was shown on Saturday March 9 when the Third World 
Coalition at the U of H in Minneapolis sponsored an International 
'.dinner benefit for the defense. A capacity crowd had a meal of 
Brazilian, Chinese and Greek food and listened to Clyde Bellecourt,* • 
Tonia Ackerman, and Mark Lane. This was another show of world vnde 
solidarity u/ith the struggles of Native Americans.' Both the Sioux 
Falls and St, Paul wkLD/OC as well as St. Paul AIM have' been receiving 
hundreds of letters and petitions of support from people all over 
the world stating that they sully support the just demands of Indian 
people for their rights to self-determination. . 


SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE DEFENDANTS AND ALL INDIAN PEOPLE 
CONTACT SIOUX FALLS OR ST. PAUL WKLD/OC FOR THINGS TO. DO 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER FROM SIOUX FALLS 
PLEASE RETURN THIS COUPON TO: WKLD/OC Box 255 

Sioux Falls, South-'Dakota 57101 

’ v . 

Please send me your committee Newsletter: 

NAME.«_ AODRESS -_^_ 

CITY _STATE _ZIP __ ; 

ENCLOSED TS A CONTRIBUTION 7 _ 





Cover Sheet for Informant Report or Mcyflfcl 

FD-306 (Rev. 9-30-69) 



Date prepared 





Method of delivery (c 

[fa in person □ by telephone □ by mail 


If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 

Date 

Dictated _to_ 


1 orally □ recording device written by Informant 

I Date of Report 




Date(s) of activity 


Transcribed _ 

Authenticated 

by Informant_ 


Brief description of activity or material 







File where original is located if not attached 


* INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK <*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID NOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE. 
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 

_ J 1 ^formation recorded‘on a card index by_on date_. 

Remarks: ~~ 



-76 - ^ <&fl 


Block Stamp 
























FD-36 ^Rev. 5-22-64) 

H 




/ 


6 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


teletype 


F B I 

Date: 4/6/74 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

NITEL _ 

(Priority) 


TO: 

PROM: 


SAG, MINNEAPOLIS (70-6832 

SAG_ LOS ANGELES^(70-7253^) n ^ ($s )-(/? 



L 


WOUNDED KNEE, 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 


RE MINNEAPOLIS TELCAL TO LOS ANGELES APRIL 6, 1974, AND 
LOS ANGELES TELCAL TO MINNEAPOLIS APRIL 6, 1974. 

A REVIEW OP LOS ANGELES TELETYPE TO MINNEAPOLIS AND 
THE DIRECTOR DATED MARCH 14, 1973, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, 

REVEALS THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS TELETYPE 
MIGHT REVEAL TRUE IDENTITY OP SOURCE OF INFORMATION IDENTIFIED 


IN THE TELETYPE AS 


IT IS NOTED THAT 


IS CURRENTLY IN A PENDING STATUS BUT WILL 
BE CLOSED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE 
TELETYPE, IF REVEALED AS DISCUSSED IN MINNEAPOLIS TELEPHONE 
CALL, WOULD JEOPARDIZE ANY CURRENT INVESTIGATIONS. THE 
INVESTIGATION REGARDING THE ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS AMMO IS 
CLOSED. 


MMW/dtirg 

( 1 ) 



ApprovedJ 


v 


Sc 


ams 

INDEXED 


SERIALIZED 
FILED 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


*£ 



Sent 




-M Per 


cad. 


bnt in Charge 


U.S.Government Printing Office: 1972-455-574 
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LA 70-7253 
PAGE TWO 

MINNEAPOLIS IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE LOS ANGELES DIVISION 
REGARDING DISPOSITION OP INFORMATION SET FORTH IN LOS ANGELES 
TELETYPE DATED MARCH 1-4, 1973. 
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NR002 MP CODED 

6:49PM NITEL APRIL 7, 1974 DCW 
TO LOS ANGELES (70-7253) 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (70-6832-SUB P) (P) IP 

i 

FUNDED KNEE. 00; MINNEAPOLIS. 


RE MINNEAPOLIS TELCALL TO LOS ANGELES, APRIL 6, 1974; 

LOS ANGELES TELCALL, APRIL 6, 1974; AND MINNEAPOLIS' TEL TO 
THE BUREAU, APRIL 6, 1974. 

INFORMATION AS PROVIDED TO THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION BY 
THE BUREAU WHICH-WAS FURNISHED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
REVEALED THAT LOS ANGELES TEL DATED MARCH 14, 1973, HAD BEEN 
FURNISHED TO THE DEPARTMENT INTOTO AND IDENTIFIED THE SOURCE 
AS_ 

THIS TEL WAS FURNISHED TO THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY. THE 
SOURCES IDENTITY WAS EXISED PRIOR TO FURNISHING TELETYPE TO 


THE JUDGE, THE DEFENSE ATTORNEYS. THE INFORMATION AS REQUESTED 
IN TELCALL RELATING TO INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY THE LOS ANGELES 
POLICE DEPARTMENT WAS ALSO EXCISED FROM THE TELETYPE. A COPY 
OF THE EXCISED TEL IS BEING FURNISHED TO LOS ANGELES BY 

facsimile for info. 

END 
VLB 

FBI LOS ANG TU AND CLR 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR> 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



subject: WOUNDED KNEE 




SAC ELMER F. LINDBERG advised that he had 
received today a telephone call from the ASAC, Minneapolis 
Division. The ASAC advised that the United States District 
Court Judge handling the Wounded Knee trial wanted to review 
Los Angeles teletype to Minneapolis and the Director dated 
3/1^/73j> captioned as above. This review was to be conducted 
in Canton. 


The ASAC requested to be advised if the information 
contained in the teletype, both in the text and administrative 
sftpf.i nn—Mould tend to identify the source of the information, 
or whether this information might jeopardize 
a current investigation. 


discussion, 
future^^ Tb 


-.review of the teletype and-1 fi 1 e for 

| which is assigned to SA was 

This revie w was discusseawit h Supervisors 

and| | Based upon this 

the Minneapuns mvisiun was'advised that the 
set forth in the teletype might reveal the identity 
but this source was to be closed in the near 
ey were advised that this source would not be 


willing to testify. The Minneapolis Division was also advised 
that this information would not jeopardize any current 
investigation. 


sent. 


A teletype setting forth this information was 
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NR011 MP CODED ^ 

PM NITEL APRIL 11, 1974 AGL SENT 7:28 AM ^/12/74 RG 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: JOHN C. GORDON, CRIMINAL DIVISION, 

GENERAL CRIMES UNIT * 

LOS ANGELES 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 70-6882 2P (P) 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, CIR - BURGLARY, 
ETC., (WOUNDED KNEE); 

WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, USDC, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 


AT THE CONCLUSION OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DAY, DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 
FOR MEANS AND BANKS SUBMITTED AN ORAL MOTION REQUESTING FULL IDENTITY 
OF informants and SOURCES OF information contained IN LA TELETYPE 
TO ACTING DIRECTOR, DATED MARCH 14, 1973, AND NOTE PAPER ENTITLED 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, march 16, 1973, CONTAINING NAME OF 
SOURCE COMMENCING, ’’THIS CONCERNS WOUNDED KNEE (WK)". THESE DOCUMENTS 
FURNISHED TO MP DIVISION BY FBI HEADQUARTERS, SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 1974, 
BY BY TELECOPIER. DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, DURING AFTERNOON RECESS, 

DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH JUDGE FRED J. NICHOL, WHO LATER SAID IN OPEN 
COURT THAT HE COULD SEE NO REASON WHY THE FBI WOULD WITHHOLD THE 
IDENTITY OF THESE INDIVIDUALS. HE STATED HE WAS VERY CONCERNING THAT 


THESE INDIVIDUALS MIGHT HAVE PIERCED THE ATTORNEY-CLIENTJ/EIL. 

70- 9^i3~3lie 


end page one 
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AUSA RICHARD D. HURD AND DEPARTMENTAL TRIAL ATTORNEY]_ 

ATTEMPTED TO explain TO THE COURT THAT THESE COMMUNICATIONS, AND ALSO 
THE NAMES of informants and sources contained therein were irrelevant 

and IMMATERIAL TO THE HEARING. JUDGE NICHOL STRONGLY DISAGREED. AUSA 
HURD LATER OFFICIALLY REQUESTED OF THE MP FBI THE NAME OF LA SOURCE, 

TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO CHECK THE NAME AGAINST 
A LIST OF WOUNDED KNEE LEGAL DEFENSE/OFFENSE COMMITTEE ATTORNEYS, £ 

and legal workers. 

THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION RECOMMENDS THAT HURD’S REQUEST NOT 
BE COMPLIED WITH, ALTHOUGH THIS ACTION MAY CAUSE DISMISSAL OF THE CASE. 
IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT HURD MADE THE COMMENT THAT HE HOPES THE 
JUDGE WILL ASK FOR THE PERTINENT NAMES AT WHICH TIME HE WILL DENY 

1 i, 

THE COURT’S REQUEST AND THE CASE CAN BE DISMISSED. HE STATED 
THIS IS THE FOURTH TIME THAT THE JUDGE HAS LOST HIS PERSPECTIVE 
AND THAT IT IS ALMOST HOPELESS TO CONTINUE THIS CASE UNDER 
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

LA FURNISH INFO TO FBIHQ AND MP RE CURRENT STATUS OF 

INCLUDING WHETHER HE IS STILL BEING OPERATED AS INFORMANT. 

END. 

RJM 

FBI LOS ANGELES CLR 







NR 018 WA PLAIN 

1112AM IMMEDIATE 4-12-74 DKS 
TO LOS ANGELES 
MINNEAPOLIS 
FROM DIRECTOR 2P 



PERSONAL ATTENTION ’ ^ ; . 

rv'/ 1 \ 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS? RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, CIR - BURGLARY, 
ETC., (WOUNDED KNEE); WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, USDC, 

st. Paul, Minnesota. 


REMPNITEL 11:41 P.M., APRIL 11, 1974. 

REMPNITEL SETS OUT LEAD FOR LOS ANGELES TO FURNISH 


INFORMATION TO FBIHQ AND MINNEAPOLIS THE CURRENT STATUS OF 

, INCLUDING WHETHER HE IS STILL BEING OPERATED AS AN 

informant. 


LOS ANGELES SHOULD ASSIGN SUFFICIENT MANPOWER TO 
IMMEDIATELY LOCATE SO THAT HIS CONTACTING AGENTS 

CAN INTERVIEW HIM TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE WOULD BE AGREEABLE 


TO HAVING HIS NAME MADE AVAILABLE OUTSIDE THE FBI TO AUSA HURD 







r 

page Tyo 

ONLY ON A CONFIDENTIAL AND NECESSARY BASIS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE PROSECUTION OF THIS CASE, 

INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REMPNITEL THAT THE NAME IS 
NEEDED BY AUSA HURD TO CHECK AGAINST THE LIST OF THE 
founded knee legal DEFENSE/OFFENSE COMMITTEE AND LEGAL 
WORKERS IS TO BE FURNISHED TO THE INFORMANT. 

SUTEL. 

END 

SMA FBI LA TU CLR 






OPTIONAL t* 0 nM NO. 10 

May ipm lost ton 

GSA HPMn (*1 cm) 101 - 11.0 


date: 3/23/74 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


emorandum 


TO : SAC (66-3541) 


FROM : SUE. ERSES i' R. S l'RAWHAN 


subject: ADMINISTRATIVE HANDLING OF INFORMANT 
FILES FROM OTHER Fiji OFFICES RE 
DENNIS JAa£S RANKS 
RUSSELL CHtRLES .-.EARS 

CIR-LUR0LARY etc. . 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION SHOULD iJ£ OBTAINED FRO M OUT OF 
DIVxSIOa "ADEN IS DRIVER DEG INf/ORGANi' FILES TO M PL S. PER 
ABOVE CASE'." THIS'FORM SHOULD - .07?'. FILL ED OUT £ n" FRIP L fOATE 
WITH ONE 0 OF Y USX SO GIVEN' i’O THE DEL lV!-’rT«G AGENT. 


NAME OF OFFICE DELIVERING FILE- A C(/> 

/ / _ 

DATE OF DELIVERY^ TlilE OF D ELIVERY // A J> +&■> ''1-3'?Y- 

NAME OF DELIVERING FF'RSO^NP.ll_ 

RECEIVING EMPLOYS? 

TILS NM3ER OR NUMBERS DELIVERED, WoWuR OR NUMBERS OF VOLUMES 


w-v, i ' • -o r . i *"A * i 



oL bouts A 77 T5T UiJ — J TTET T 7 7T77X 1 — 77T7X T7TTX> TT i K L N Hit'- IN 14 US* 

MAT ION R i'XJUFS TED HAS BEEN 1'LAGED BY THE SENDING OFFICE ON TO? 
OF EACH VOLUME. 


VUE\ Slip S IR-AWTAN JS IN OFFICE, THE DELIVERING PERSONNEL SHOULD 
DE BROUGHT TO HIM. IN HIS V'SERGE ['HE DUTY AGENT SHOULD BE SURE 
THIS FORM IS C V! PLY TED. :HJT ORE CO°Y ON DESK OF SIP. S I'M YUM \N 
AND PLACE THE OTHER C )PY ON TOP O 1 ’ THE FIL'-'S AND STORE IN GUN V\ 


m 


Buy U.S. Slivings Bomb ReguL/rly 


r __Zd ±ZJL£JL >m 

SEARCHED....,....^". IT ...*.,. \ 

SERIALIZED. .V/TT: R)... I/O 

APR 1 • i97o i 

FBI — LOS " V; 1 

-fki^~Ib/-u*l/SMiu?s. BLul 
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FROM MINNEAPOLIS/ 70-6832-SUB P ONE .PAGE 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS? RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS? CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. 

WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

RE BUTEL TO LA AND MP, APRIL 12, 1974, AND MP TELCALLS TO 

La AND BU, QPRIL 12, 1974. _ 

USDj NICHOL TODAY DENIED DEFENSE MOTION TO IDENTIFY 
HE STATED ALSO IDENTITY OF THIS SOURCE WILL NOT NEED TO BE FURNISHED 
AUSA HURD. AUSA HURD HAS WITHDRAWN REQUEST FOR IDENTITY OF SOURCE. 

LOS ANGELES DISCONTINUE REQUEST SET FORTH IN REFERENCED TELETYPE. 







Date: 4/25/74 


Transmit the following in 


ViQ AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

_ AIRMAIL 

(Priority) 


FROM: 

SUBJECT; 


SAC, BIRMINGHAM 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (70-6 



CIR - BURGLARY, LARCENY 


WOUNDED KNEE NON-LEADERSHIP TRIALS, 
SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 
(00: MINNEAPOLIS) 



f r \ I ) 


Re Minneapolis teletype to all Continental Offices 
dated 3/21/74 captioned ’’RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES 
BANKS; CIR - BURGLARY, ETC.; WOUNDED KNEE LEADERSHIP TRIALS, ST, 
PAUL, MINNESOTA”. 

Enclosed herewith are two xeroxed copies each of 
Minneapolis letter to the Laboratory dated 3/19/73 . anri Bn-r -eau 
1 attar f-n .Minneapolis dated '4/12/73, both captionec 

aka; ET AL; CIR - BURGLARY; LARCENY”. ^- 


Birmingham (Enc. 4) 
Boston (Enc. 4) 

Butte (Enc. 4) 
Charlotte (enc. 4) 
Chicago (Enc. 4) 
Cincinnati (Enc. 4) 
Cleveland (Enc. 4) 
Dallas (Enc. 4) 

Denver (Enc. 4) 

Detroit (Enc. 4) 
Honolulu (Enc. 4) 
Jackson (Enc. 4) 
Jacksonville (Enc. 4) 
Kansas City (Enc. 4) 
Las Vegas (Enc. 4) 
Little Rock (Enc, 4) 
Los Angeles (Enc. ky**' 
Milwaukee »(EnC7—4) 


Approved: 



Special*Agent in Charge 


2 - Mobile (E n c. 4) 

2 - Newark (Enc. 4) 

2 - New Orleans (Enc. 4) 

2 - New York (Enc. 4) 

2 - Oklahoma City (Enc. 4) 

2 - Omaha (Enc. 4) 

2 - Philadelphia (Enc. 4) 

2 - Pittsburgh (Enc. 4) 

2 - Portland (Enc. 4) 

2 - St. Louis (Enc. 4) 

2 - Salt Lake City (Enc. 4) 

2 - San Antonio (Enc. 4) 

2 - San Francisco (Enc. 4) 

2 - San Juan (Enc. 4) 

2 - Seattle (Enc. 4) tn. -_*■> 
2 - Springfield (En c. 4) fy l 


DWP- sks Y. APR 2 9 

'74) If O FBI — LOS ANGELES 

Sent-M Per 

U.S.Government Print 









HP 70-6861 


The case is being prepared for trial and 

Minneapolis 16 Uttacie to locate the enclosures described in 
enclosed Bureau letter of 4/12/73. 

All personnel of the offices receiving this' airtel 
who were assigned to the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Command 
Post from the period after 4/12/73 should be contacted to 
determine if they have any recollection of seeing the 
instamatic cartridges, the negatives, or the developed prints 
described in'the Bureau letter. The Minneapolis Office has 
no idea as to the subject matter of these photographs. 

Reference is made to the teletype on the MEANS case 
to assist all offices in determining who should be contacted 
regarding this matter as this was done in connection with that 
teletype. 

Any positive information should be communicated 
immediately to Minneapolis by teletype. Negative replies are 
not necessary. 





e 


* v r 




A 3-534 (Rev. 7-18-63) 

jr V** Wiohai form ho. 10 


MAY 1943 IOITION 
OtA OfN. RfO. NO. 2f 


1019-104 

K 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : SAC, Minneapolis (70-6832) 


FROM :</ Director, FBI (Acting) 


SUBJECT: 

** ET AL 


aka; 


; v .| CIR - BURGLARY: LARCENY 
00: Minneapolis 





r 






* 

i; 


b6 

b7C 


Reference is made to your communication dated 3/19/73 transmitting 

I I negative(s) film □ photograph(s) □ document(s) | | 
pertaining to the above-captioned matter. 

In accordance with your request (x^film has been developed 

[Xfcenlargement( s) made 
| | positive copy made 
□ print(s) made 
I I slide(s) made 
| | negative(s) made * 

I | Photostats made 


The above is^\ attached 

I I being sent under separate cover, via □ registered mail 

I | REA Express 




\ 


\ 


One roll of Kodachrome film was processed and found to be blank. 
Prints were not made of the roll of 110 Ektachrome film as this is 
positive film not negative. If prints are necessary, return the 
Ektachrome film as prints could be made. 


*}£> - (aVCo I “ \S"S 




‘-/-raniMl- 1ml 




* -V. 


Enc. 136 








March 19, 1973 




ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 

Attentions FBI LABORATORY 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (70-6832) 


laka; 


ET AL.- 

CIR - BURGLARY: LARCENY 
00: Minneapolis 


b6 

b7C 


Enclosed for the Laboratory are eight film packs 
which were found in a n Interna tional Travell-All bearing 
1023 Uaghinn-t-np plate 4~ [ This vehicle was occupied by 


___ l and two other females who were arrested 

February 27, 1973, as they were leaving Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota. Also found in the vehicle were firearms, ammunition, 
and merchandise which may have been taken from the Wounded 
Knee Trading Post, Wounded Knee, South Dakota* 


The Laboratory is requested to develop and 
print enclosed film and to assure that film marked Pine Ridge 
and Rapid, Pine Ridge and Rapid City, remain with prints as 
Minneapolis at this point does not know significance of these 
notations on film packs. 




tit. 

Tnoonoi 


- Bureau (Enel 
'2 > Minneapolis 
,W:mjf 

(4) rr) 










GIR - BURGLARY, LARCENY 


WOUNDED KNEE NON-LEADERSHIP TRIALS, 
SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 
00: MINNEAPOLIS 


date: 5>/l/7if. 


Re Minneapolis airtel to Birmingham I{./25/74* 

The Agents listed on the attached page were contacted 
and none had any recollection of seeing the instamatic cartridges, 
the negatives, or the developed prints described in Bureau letter 
dated I 4 ./ 12 / 73 . 

















F D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64 'j 



Transmit the following in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


F B I 
Date: 


5/7/74 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


L 


TO: 

SAC, LOS 

ANGELES 

FROM: 

SAC, DETROIT (70-2321) 


aka; 

E l AL 



CIR - 

BURGLARY, LARCENY 


WOUNDED KNEE NON-LEADERSHIP TRIALS, 
SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 
(00:MINNEAPOLIS) 


b6 

b7C 


Re Minneapolis airtel to Birmingham, 4/25/74. 

Enclosed for Miami is one copy of referenced 
couuuanication as vvexl as uiie copy each of enclosures which 
were included in referenced communication. (Minneapolis 
letter to the Bureau, 3/19/73, and Bureau letter to 
Minneapolis, 4/12/73.) 


i 

i 


Three Agents who were assigned to the Detroit 
Division and who also served at the Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota Command Post during the Wounded Knee special after 
the period 4/12/73, are no longer assigned to the Detroit 
Division. 


Vi ntrn_n~i rrr.nrl nnrl 


Two Agent 

Mi r*V)i crPi-n TinQir g/ Tg 

F Tupnn. LaiiTO-nrya: 


/ho resides at 


po longer live in< 

fa* 


phn rfl.ciHgi; at- 
•arid 



Screer, Nortn 

Miami 1 , Florida. One Agent, SA UlttJAM T. HEALY, is 
currently assigned to the Language School in Monterey, 
California. 


%)- Los Angeles 
Miami (Enc.-3) 
2 - San Francisco 
2 - Detroit 
]dmf 


w 


Approved: 


Special Aqent in Charge 


Sent 



.M Per 


U. S. GOVERNMCNl PRINT!NG OFFICE 1971 -413-13U 











4 - 




DE 70-2321 


Receiving offices are requested to contact above 
individuals residing in each field office and determine 
if they can provide any positive information as requested 
in referenced communication and if so, forward this information 
immediately to Minneapolis by teletype. It is noted that 
negative replies are not necessary/ 


2 




1 


i * 

NR028 t'JA PLAIN 
4:25PM NITEL 6-20-74 AMW 
70 MINNEAPOLIS 
OMAHA 

LOS ANGELES 

FROM D IRECTOR 3P _■_^_ 

CHANGE! 

ET AL,;-WOUNDED KNEE, NON-LEADERSHIP TRIALS, LINCOLN, 

NEBRASKA, CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. 

RE MINNEAPOLIS NITEL 10:35 P.M., JUNE 17, 1974, b6 

blC 

CAPTIONED, "NON LEADERSHIP AIM TRIALS, SIOUX FALLS, 

south Dakota, and Lincoln, Nebraska, cir - burglary, etc.,” 

MINNEAPOLIS NITEL 5:47 P.M., JUNE 19, 1974, CAPTIONED, 

"WOUNDED KNEE NON LEADERSHIP TRIALS, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA _ 

AND LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, CIR - BURGLARY, ETC.," AND 

MINNEAPOLIS FACSIMILE (TELETYPE) JUNE 19, 1974, CAPTIONED 

"WOUNDED KNEE NON LEADERSHIP TRIALS, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA, 

AND LINCOLN, NEBRASKA," "MOTION TO DISMISS FOR FAILURE TO 

STATE AN OFFENSE AGAINST THE UNITED STATES" FILED BY THE 

( 

WOUNDED KNEE LEG ALJ^EFENSE/OFFENSE COMMITTEE JUNE 10, 1974, 







• * 

% 

page two 

at SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA. 

TITLE BEING CHANGED TO IDENTIFY THE NON LEADERSHIP CASE 
UTILIZING THE NAMES OF TWO OF THE SIXTEEN SUBJECTS 
INVOLVED. 

SINCE THERE ARE A NUMBER OF CASES INVOLVED 
IN THE WOUNDED KNEE NON LEADERSHIP GROUP, HENCEFORTH, 

THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN, MINNEAPOLIS, SHOULD IDENTPFY 
EACH OF THESE NON LEADERSHIP CASES WHEN COMMUNICATING 
WITH FBIHQ AND AUXILIARY OFFICES. 

' REFERENCED MINNEAPOLIS NITEL JUNE 19, 1974, 

\ 

REQUESTED FB1HQ TO ADVISE MINNEAPOLIS AS TO CURRENT 
OFFICE OF ASSIGNMENT OF SA HE IS 

PRESENTLY ASSIGNED TO WATERLOO, IOWA, RESIDENT AGENCY 
IN OMAHA DIVISION. ALSO REQUESTED IN SAME NITEL THE 
OFFICE OF ASSIGNMENT OF SA » WHO 

IS PRESENTLY ASSIGNED TO THE LOS ANGELES DIVISION, 
HEADQUARTERS CITY. THE ABOVE TWO MENTIONED SPECIAL AGENTS 
WILL REPORT 10S00 A.M., JUNE 29, 1974, TO THE FEDERAL 
BUILDING, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, FOR PRE TRIAL CONFERENCE 
AS REQUESTED BY THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION. 

end page two 







PfoGE THREE 

MINNEAPOLIS KEEP FBIHQ CURRENTLY ADVISED OF ALL 
PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS IN CAPTIONED MATTER. 

END 

NJZ FBI LOS ANGELES CLR 







FRO M DIRECTOR IP 

WOUNDED KNEE NON-LEADERSHIP TRIALS, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA, 

ADD LINCOLN, NEBRASKA? CIB - BURGLARY, ETC, 

BY TELETYPE S/19/74, SAC MINNEAPOLIS ADVISED AS FOLLOWS? 

" AU Sa| IaDVISED TRIAL OF SUBJ ECTS TO BE G ID JULY 

1, 1974, IN USBC, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA* _ADVISED SAS_ 

RE NECESSARY WITNESSES WHO WILL 
SAC CONCURS* AUSA REQUESTED 
WITNESSES REPORT 10500 AM, JUNE 29, 1974, TO FEDERAL BUILDING, 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, FOR PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE* 

BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE MINNEAPOLIS AS TO CURRENT 
OFFICE OF ASSIGNMENT OF Sft£ ' 

ADDENDUM BY BUREAUS 

BUREAU FILES SHOW SA ASSIGNED TO OMAHA AND SA 

ASSIGNED TO LOS ANGELES* INSURE AGENTS REPORT AS 
REQUESTED BY AUSA AT ICsOO A.M*, S/29/74, FEDERAL BUILDING, 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, FOR PRETRIAL CONFERENCE* 



TESTIFY RE APPREHENSION OF SUBJECTS* 


END 



b6 

b7C 


FBI La jcd 

FOR ONE 








NR 02 SC PLAIN 

6-12 PM NITEL 7-25-74 WCH 

TO LOS ANGELES 

FROM SACRAMENTO (70-2353)(RUC) IP 

WOUNDED KNEE NON-LEADERSHIP TRIALS, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA, 
AND LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 5 CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 


RE OMAHA TELETYPE JULY 24, 1974. 

RETEL STATED BLACK VOLVO, CALIFORNIA LICENSE_ WAS 

OBSERVED AT BARRACKS WHERE MEMBERS OF AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
ARE STAYING AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, AND REQUESTED REGISTERED 
OWNERS BE IDENTIFIED AND OMAHA ADVISED OF INDICES AND CREDIT 


AND CRIMINAL CHECKS ON THESE INDIVIDUALS. 

ABOVE LICENSE ISSUED JULY 16, 1974, FOR 1961 VOLVO, 


VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NO 


REGISTERED OWNE 


(EVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA. 



^OS ANGELES CONDUCT REQUESTED CHECKS. 








OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
'JULXU*^>3 EDITION 

FPMR (41 CFR1 IOMI.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC; OMAHA 

Ha 


: SAC; LOS ANGELES (70-7253) (RUC) 


date: 


9/25/74 


subject: BOUNDED KNEE 

NON-LEADERSHIP TRIALS; 
SIOUX FALLS; SOUTH DAKOTA; 
AND LINCOLN; NEBRASKA 
CIR - BURGLARY; etc. ■ 

00: Minneapolis 


7/25/74. 


Re Sacramento teletype to Los AngeleS; dated 


• Referenced teletyp e gfatari . Black Volvo; 
California Driver's License was observed 

where members of American Indian Movement are staying 
at Lincoln; Nebraska and requested registered owner 
by identifying above license issued .7/16/74 for. 1961 

'y'o‘2^'vo 2 vehlcle i^^^ ^ vuimVinvl I 

stored owner_ 


Beverly S^CXs^^C^] ! jl x uimm ♦ - 1 

Los Angeles indices negative on 
On 8 / 17/74 fur ther inqui re with CHETS determine 
s License numbe r||is.identifiable to 

I land lists tne' following information 



mm 


ARCr 

OlrlXE 


i 




















-t ' 


LA 70-7253 


of| 

available. 


since 1966 . No additional information 


On 8/23/74 Los Angeles Police Department records 
*imri liA- th no records located identifiable with 


On 9/3/74 
with militant and e 



anc_who are familiar 

rernist activities in. the Los Angeles 
not have any information concerning 


On 9/17/74 Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office 
ere checked with no information noted concerning 


In view of no further investigation remaining 
outstanding in the Los Angeles Division this matter 
is considered RUC. 



2 * 








Cover Sheet for Informant Report or M^hUal 
FD-306 (Rev. 9-30-69) L 




Date prepared 


preparea y 

£- 347 } 


Date received 1 " 1 — 1 “ 

3307<f 

Method of delivery 

I I in person □ by telephone _J£ 

If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 
Date 

Dictated_to_ 


Transcribed _ 

Authenticated 

by Informant _ 

Brief description of activity or material 

If. -aA- *t 


) by mail orally recording device | | written by Informant 

* I Date of Report 


Date(s) of activity 




File where original is located if not attached 


* INDIVIDUAL© DESIGNATED BY AN ASTERISK (*) ONLY ATTENDED A MEETING AND DID NOT ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE. 
VIOLENCE OR REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES WERE NOT DISCUSSED. 


_ I I Ihfqrination recorded‘on a card index by . 

Remarks: 


.on date . 


Block Stamp 

?o 

SEARCHED.-^.. INDEXED 
SERI ALIZED I LED... f/M/J. 

. n Jf*3 1974 

FBI — LOS ANGELES 








~ TRIAL NEWSLCTI 

V 

- ' * 

WOUND€D KN€€ L€GAL 

-r * t - > 

"" D€F€NS€/OF F€NS€ COMMITT€€ 

333 Sibley St., Suite 605, 

TRIAL" NEWSLETEF/BULLETIN #3 

• > 

ST.. PAUL - Following the selection of the jury, the trial of 
Dennis Banks'and Russell fleans, leaders of-the American Indian Movement, 
moved forward Feb. 12 when the defendants persented opening statements 
'• to'the jury.' 


Saint Paul,Mn. 55101 224-5631 


.February 16, 1974 



Attending, the first days of the trial were 65 Traditional lead¬ 
ers. of.the Oglala Lakota Nation. They wore their traditional dress and 
" : were welcomed to St. Paul by Mayor Lawrence Cohen at a formal dinner. 

‘ The Traditional leaders of the Oglala Sioux have supported the 
actions at' Wounded Knee from the beginning and it was at their invita- • 

• tion that American Indian Movement (AIM) leaders came to the Pine Ridge 
Reservation. . They issued the following statement to the "American Public 
■'and to Fred Nichol, Federal Judge: 

We,are all Oglala people, landowners and Traditional 
people. We have come to a court we'don't know 7 -,"which 
doesn't know us, to tell everybody who will listen that 
we stand with our brothers Russell Means and Dennis Banks. 
Together we stand with our traditions, our land, our medi-£__ 
cine ana' our Treaty rights. 

We represent not only ourselves but the Oglala Band, the 
Sioux Nation and concerned Indian people everywhere. 

We called our brothers and AIM to help us because we were 
'■ ' ■ ' ' being oppressed and terrorized. They answered our call. 

We now call upon all people to honor our people and. to 
honor our Treaty rights. ~ ‘ 

. .j 

_ If Dennis Banks and Russell Means go to jail for supporting 
the dignity of the Sioux Nation- and the promises made to 
us, you must be ready to send us all to jail. If we cannot 
live according to our ways and tradition we are ready to 
join r them in the white man's prison. 

• • FRANK FOCLS CROW, 

Traditional Chief of the 
Oglala Nation " ' 

Neither Russell Means nor Dennis Banks was able to make their 
opening statements -without interruptions from both the federal prosecutor 
or Judge Fred Nichol. , The statements explained what happened and why 
during the-71 day seige at Wounded Knee. 

. * 

.... 'Nichol, in fact, threw the court into chaos when he had defense 
attorneys Mark Lane, William Kuntslex and Ken Tilsen physically removed 
i • from "the courtroom for objecting to the interruptions to Dennis Banks' 
statement. 

The judge particularly objected to a protion of 'Dennis’ state-, 
ment in which he, .in quoting the judge's explanation for why he-'granted 
a change of venue from South Dakota to St. Paul, referred to a comment 
of Nichol's about the attitude of South Dakotans towards Indians. . 

•" He had begun his statement with "one of the reasons why a 
change of .venue was granted from South Dakota is because the mentality 
of those in South Dakota are - and I quote from Judge Nichol - that they 
would rather line us up and shoot us all dead." 


PAGE 1 











TRIAL NEWSLETTEIt/BU^feTINH 


PAGE 2 


Nichol angrily interrupted and threatened to have Dennis Banks seated 
by the marshalls when he continued making his statement. Later the judge 
was froced to apologize twice to the jury for the. sudden outburst'of temper 
and the forcible ejection of the defense lawyers. Dennis Banks was allowed 
to complete his statement. 

In his opening remarks, Russell Means outlined to the jury how Indian 
philosophy differed from that of whites and what life was like on Pine 
Ridge. 

He opened, saying "Hau mi tok pi. I am Russell Means, an Oglala Dako¬ 
ta. The white man has used a 'Chippewa corruption of a French word, Sioux, 
and that is what we are labelled. The Chippewa corruption of that French 
word means cut throat. 

. "We call ourselves Dakota, which means allies to us, and an Oglala Lak- 
ota- from Pine Ridge reservation, as. referred to by the United States gpver- 
nment . 51 . 

Russell said that despite the long-winded reading of the 10 count in¬ 
dictment by the prosecution, as their opening statement, that "we wili pro¬ 
duce evidence that (this trial) is not really about those charges. This 
trial is the United States of America vs. the Oglala people and all Indian 
people. . ..... 

"We will-produce evidence of tide United'States attorney’s refusing to 
uphold our civil rights as guaranteed not only by the Constitution of the 
United States, but by our own tribal constitution." 

He talked about the suppression of the Oglala religion by then Tribal 
President Richard "Dick" Wilson and the attempt by Wilson to ban all meet¬ 
ings of more than three people on•the reservation. 

The key issue of the 1S6S Sioux Treaty, which is the heart of the def¬ 
ense, was introduced by Russell. Michol interrupted him to say that it was 
not settled yet whether the defense would be allowed to enter the treaty as 
evidence. 

The jury x-zas told by Means that 'one of the things that you will come 
to find out about Indian people is that we have respect for our brother’s 
vision..-. 

•"First of all, we believe that all living things come from our sacrea 
mother earth, all living things, the green things, the winged things of the 
air, the four leggeds, the things that crawl and swim and, of course, the 
two leggeds. 

“It is our philosophy that because all living things come from one mo¬ 
ther, our mother earth, then of course, we are ail related and we nave to - 
we have to treat one another with the same respect and reverence that we 
would our own blood relatives. 

"And so the spirituality of the red man is why we welcomed with open 
arms the man from across the sea, the European, in every instance we wel¬ 
comed him. 

“Respect for your brother's vision. We thought we could live side by 
side until we found we couldn’t and war developed,, because of gold in Mont¬ 
ana, and...we will show you that the Oglala, ’with the ehlp of the other Te¬ 
ton Sioux people, the Northern Sky and the Arapahos, militarily defeated 
the United States of America on the Balsam Trail and as a result, the U.S.Aj 
sued for peace and the 1868 Treaty 'was born, ... . 

"And,....in the Dakota way, we believe and take pity upon the vanquished 
and so in our .generosity to the losers, the U.S.A. , we gave them Nebraska’/* 
Wyoming, Montana and the Great. Sioux Reservation as -it was called waS born 
because of the 1868 Treaty... 

. "That'treaty we will introduce in evidence, how it was continually ab¬ 
rogated illegally and how it was continually violated by the U.S. govern.^..... 
l ' ,e Rt,.by the Congress, by the army, bv the Bureau of Indian affairs, by 
h OKiest Paders< 







TRIAL NEWSLETTER/BULISTIN #3 


‘RAGE 3- 


"We will prove to you that the government, in it's case-against us, is 
trying not only to yiolate our treaty rights, again, but violate your Con¬ 
stitutional rights." 

Russell also talked about AIM, saying, "we will related how the American 
Indian Movement really goes along with the Christian movement before the 
white man came over here, with the labor movement in this country, hgw all 
spiritual movements are movements for the rights of people." 

- Before AIM/ he said,- Indians had only five ways to express their manhood 
which included athletics/ the military, drinking - "go down to the bar and 
fight your brothers and sisters just to say 'look, I'm a man', or take the 
bottle again and go home and mistreat your wife and tell her, 'look, I'm a 
manBeyond that, Russell said, Indians could try to be like white people. 

"There--has been a new way, lately, to express our manhood, and that’s 
been the American Indian Movement, to express our Indianess, in the Lakota 
way." • 

' -'He told the jury about how the repeated attempts of the Oglala to get 
relief from the repressive, corrupt conditions on the reservation from vari¬ 
ous federal agencies and law enforcement officials, including chief federal 
prosecutor William Clayton, were rebuffed. 

He-charged that the Wounded Knee Trading Post has been operating without 
a license, illegally, for 12 years. The Trading Post figures heavily in the 
government's charges as having been raided and robbed. 

The owner of that trading post, Means said, violated the truth in lend¬ 
ing act, usury laws and postal regulations. The trader system, he said, 
"keeps our people, my people, in economic bondage" and that bondage makes 
the traders "very influential in elections to the puppet tribal government." 

He talked about the government's violations of agreements with the Wound 
ed Knee, when two Indians were killed, the complete collapse of even the. 
government system set up by the BIA and the continuing loss of land by Ogla- 
la people. - 

■ The .picture was one of corruption, chaos and occupation by’-U.S. marsh¬ 
alls before the 71. day seige began on Feb. 27, 1973. 

Russell talked about the government’s actions during the occupation - 
the .firings into Wounded Knee, the refusal to allow residents to return to 
their homes, the "scorched earth policy" in which everything around the town 
was burned, the "terror of the BIA," the continuing harrassment of AIM mem¬ 
bers on thfe reservation. . 

He closed by saying that the issue'was whether the "United States of Am¬ 
erica is to live-up to their own laws." ' Quoting Chief Joseph, when he surr¬ 
endered, Russell said: 

■. ■ "Give me the right to choose my own teachers; give' me the right 
to practice a religion of my fathers;- give me the right to' travel 
and come and go as I please; give me the right to trade with whom 
.1 please, and do business with whom I please; give me the right 
to follow the ways of my fathers and I will obey every law or 

. submit to the penalty." 

- Dennis Banks opened by showing the jury the 1863 Ft. Laramie Treaty. He 
said that he and Russell Means were guilty of asking the seante to "investi¬ 
gate the conditions that were imposed by the federal government upon our 
people. 

~ | I 

• » "We plead .guilty to that because the policy of the BIA has been one of 
total disruption against the Indian community. It's been one of total ob¬ 
struction, of depriving Indian people of their heritage... 

"The Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Dept, of Interior have been resp¬ 
onsible for much of the misery, much of the poverty, and the early deaths 
that happened on the reservation." 

These policies were announced on Sept. 28, 1886 by the then Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs J.D.C. Atkins, who said: 







It 



"The Indian must .therefore be taught how to labor' and' that..JLabor-rtray 


be made necessary to his well being. He must..be taken .out-of the reserva- ~ 
~— tion through ‘the. ..door-of the GendraJ_..Allotment -Act, and he must be imbued 
; to t j ie exalting egotism of American civilization so that, he will say ’’I' in¬ 
stead of 'We,’ and 'this is mine' instead of 'this is ours'. 

"And that laid the-groundwork for Bureau policy. On Feb. 27, 1973, 
members of•the OGlala Sioux Nation began a most historic event, an event 
that was destined to change the course of Indian history, to change the att¬ 
itude of white America, to change the behavior of white America, and certai¬ 
nly to challenge the policies that were established by a commissioner in 
1886 ." - • ... ••• t 

Dennis talked about the deaths of .Buddy LaMont and Pedro Bissone't'te 
at Wounded Knee who died "defending the Oglala Sioux Nation." Evidence 
would be produced, he said, that will show "Indian people still believe, in 
the Indian way of life." 1 

He told how the Oglala SiOux Civil Rights Organization came to AIM 
for help five times. Not only the OSCRO, "but the Traditional-chiefs saw 
: the federal government slowly but surely strangling Indian ways, Indian rel- 

igion." He explained that Wilson, with the support of the BIA, had banned 
* the most sacred'ceremony of the Oglala religion, the Oglala Sioux Sun Dance. 

J * 

! Banks charged Wilson with mismanagement and said Indian landowners 

steadily lost their land when he was Tribal president. Wilson also, he said, 
was allowed to. appoi-ht the judges who presided over his own impeachment-pro—-- • ~_ 
! ’ ceedings. Following such actions,- the Traditional leaders,, jmany of whom are 
> women, called on AIM to help them discuss- further actions. 

A plea was- made to AIM,-he said, by. "two women who-were truly the 
real warriors of-Indian society, who saw their own sons dying on the reser- . 
va-tions., who saw their own children dying on the way to the hospital" and 
"they asked:..where were the spirits of so long ago that made this nation 
’ great, where was that Indian spirit that cne Oglala Sioux nation so many 
' years ago stood up against the O.S. army, . ■ _ ..... 

i ! 

"And these two women demanded an answer from the chiefs and those of 
us who were present, demanded to know if there were any Indians left in this 
country, if there were any Indians left in the .United States, Indians who 
were -descendants of those great Indian heros of long ago, and she asked us 
if we were to allow another day to go by under the dictatorship of Wilson, 

."And they- asked us where were the Indians that allowed--the marshalls ... 
who were surrounding--US'-in Calico, where were the Indian warriors that allow 
non-Indians to come to‘this reservation and dictate our lives." 

Dennis Banks recalled his own mother asking for assistance and being 
• - refused. "She had seen her own children being bused from the reservations, 
Leech Lake here in Minnesota, 280 miles ho Pipestone, and I saw that" what., 
these Oglala Sioux women were asking; how many more years, how many more 
•days, how many more hours can we take this, and I remember being bused from 
the boarding school in Minnesota to a boarding school in North Dakota and I 
remember the Oglala Sioux women’s request, how long does an-Indian suffer 
under this kind of system, and I realized that there could be only one 
answer." .- . r\. ~ 


The same- BIA that in 188.6 wanted to "imbue Indians with the exalted 
egotism of the white man" was responsible for sand bags to be placed around 
the- administration building on the reservation two weeks before the occupa¬ 
tion beganthat' allowed tne Tribal Council to .be undermined; that allowed 
un elected vice-president to be fired by Wilson for daring to oppose him. 
Dermis said; and the "Oglala Sioux women only asked that the spirit, that 
the fighting spirit return, so that there would be no reason for Indian peo¬ 
ple to drink themselves to death, so that there'd be no reason for Indian 
youngsters to be slashing their wrists,. ••• 


"These women, the Oglala Sioux women who were speaking for all Indian 
*fv-nen," Dennis said, had ’•reached a point in history w' are we .could not tol-: 
^ r ate that kind of abuse any longer, where these women, these parents, these 
-j.uer S v/ho couldn't tolerate the.mistreatment that goes on on the resecva- 
any longer, they could not see another Indian youngster die..." 


v ’balked* about the see-sawing of the government in making agree- 
,Sioux and then breaking them. Th»y -Finally demnnii^ri 

J O * i m»«M 4 L\ i ri nl ** 1 lt j • v *« 11 ,1 I* i i irs I* m ul / ill ynrrrM-iSI on f rc*“ 


V _*>'*** 











had 


"Wounded’Knee represented to the Oglala Sioux and to Indian people all 
across the country that last desperate attempt to bring about .,-j us tice. And 
those names that we mentioned of all of the Oglala Sioux- people,, maybe the 
names won't go down in history, but they'll go on'knowing that--at. Wounded 
Knee they did present. ..a last chance to bring justice... 

• • "And what is so important at Wounded Knee is that' Indians .and non-Ind¬ 
ians alike. came, together and created, that last desperate attempt; an attempt 
to bring Indian heritage, Indian ideas back. . 

. - * *» • • ■ . .! . > 

"it was unfortunate' that three. • Indians have died but. they- died knowing 
and all of us who were at Wounded Knee will go to the -Spirit World knowing 
-that the unborn generation will be given that opportunity',to live the life 
that they choose and not the life that, somebody else dictates." 

' . ' > , » 

The government then opened its case by introducing- two witnesses to 
prove that Dennis Banks and Russell Means were Indians. The need for this 
is that the first two counts of their indictment depend on Russell and Denn¬ 
is being Indians- That is-, they'd be formally charged; in a different way, 
if they weren't Indians. The;counts include breaking and entering the 
Wounded Knee Trading’Post with. ! intent to commit a larceny and stealing pro¬ 
perty from the trading post in excess of $100. ’' 

r> • 

Defense attorneys were able to successfully use these witnesses, to in¬ 
troduce mention of the 186 8 Sioux Treaty. This helps to lay the groundwork 
for later introduction of the Treaty as evidence. 

During cross-examination by William Kuntsler, Clarence Nelson, current 
director of natural resources for the BlA at Pine Ridge and first cousin to 
Dick Wilson, admitted that-the size of the reservation'today is.much smaller 
than the original territory granted to the Sioux Natipn .under,the 1868 
Treaty, Most of the land has gone to white ranchers and the U.S. military 
which used protions of the reservation for bombing practice. 

Ivy Goings, the chief court clerk fcr the Tribal court at Pine Ridge, 
brought a file which allegedly was to establish that Dick Wilson, acting as 
Tribal president,.requested U.S. marshalls to come onto the reservation. 
However, defense lawyers were successfully able -to block, for the time 
being, introduction of the specific petition which-requests the order for 
the marshalls while they argue for its permanent suppression as evidence on 
the grounds it's illegal. • 

'""The" argument, which Judge Nichol will rule on when court reconvenes 
Feb. 19.; is that Wilson did not have the right to request such an order and 
Tribal Judge Theodore Tibbitts did not have the authority .to'grant it. Only 
the Tribal' Council, under the const!tutuion and by-laws of the tribe, has 
that authority. 

Additionally, defense attorneys brought out that the petition request¬ 
ing the order has never been seen'before it was in-roduced in court. Neith¬ 
er the FBI or Mrs. Goings saw it in the file when they examined it last 
summer. Mrs. Goings-sai-d it, hkd been handed to he-r t by Judge Tibbitts after . 
she was subpenead by federal prosecutors, strengthening the defense content¬ 
ion that the petition is also probably a fraud, produced .after Feb. 27, 23 
to justify U.S. marshalls coming onto Pine Ridge. 

. . The government brought onto the stand an FBI agent Stan Keel, who des¬ 
cribed’ himself as "seven-sixteenths Chickasaw," to prove that AIM planned 
to use.violence a week before the occupation of Wounded Knee began. However 
: Keel began tripping all over.his statement under cross-examination by def¬ 
ense lawyer’Doug Hall, 'mixing, up times, places., and who said what when. 

He mixed up Clyde and Vern Bellecourt, identified Dennis and Russell 
as being downtown Rapid City, S.D. at a time when U.S. marshalls had placed 
them miles away at the city airport and relies almost exclusively on alleged 
remarks made by Thomas Red Blanket, a man who was discharged from the army 
as an alcoholic and was confined to a veteran's hospital for treatment as an 
alcoholic. 


quested fl.R., Haldeman, John Ehrlichman, and Spiro-T. Agnew, all of whom 
some-'functionary position in regards to Indian affairs. • 
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The fifth witness the government put on the stand this week was John, 
an elderly white man who works as a range technician for the BIA on Pine 
Ridge. He also works as a fireman, lie testified that on Feb. 27 when he 
answered a call from Agnes Gi1dersleeve, owner of the Wounded Knee Trading 
Post that there was a fire there. He said when he arrived at the trading 
post, he was fired upon. His testimony is not complete as defense lawyers 
have not cross-examined him. 

Earlier in the week, on Monday, Feb. 11, Judge flichol heard a defense 
motion to suppress a letter written by Carter Camp, one of the six chief 
defendants, on the grounds it had been illegally seized. The government 
brought in the manager of an apartment complex in Rapid City who was a vol¬ 
untary informer for the FBI. 

Mrs. Margaret Jenner, who provided information on people living in 
the apartment who were working on legal preparations for the .trials, said 
she found the letter after the defense legal workers had moved out. She 
had called in FBI agents, who had rented the apartment next door, to 
search the place.. , : 

While they were going through other rooms, she claims she found the 
possibly incriminating letter on'a kitchen counter. ‘The question of whe¬ 
ther the government will actually be able to introduce the 1etter.into ev¬ 
idence has not been finally decided by Judge HichoT. ; . 

After the first week of testimony, the pattern of FBI infiltration 
and surveillance of'the American Indian Movement is clearly emerging. The 
government plans on calling over 100 witnesses, many of whom will be FBI 
agents or U.S. Marshal 1s. The charge made repeatedly by AIM and the def¬ 
ense team that this case has been the subject of intensive harassment and 
intimidation by - federal agencies and the FBI is being borne out as the'gov 
ernment case unfolds. 

In Sioux Falls where two other Hounded Knee, defendants, Vaughen Saker 
and Marianne DeCore, are on trial on charges of breaking and entering and 
larceny, a hearing on suppression of evidence and a statement made to the 
FBI by Baker continues. 

Conspiracy charges, .against Baker and DeCore were dropped by the gov¬ 
ernment. The defense is contending that the evidence in the case was 
seized in arc illegal search. 

Judge Warren Urbom, who has been hearing the case is to be replaced 
by Judge Benson from Nebraska. Judge Benson was the man who sentenced Rev 
Paul Boe for contempt of court when he refused to name names of people who 
were in Wounded Knee before a grand jury which was seeking indictments. 

- Wh: e the trials continue, it is important that as much support as 
possible for AIM and their demands be organized. In the next issue of 
the newsletter/bulletin we will include a draft resolution that ca.n be in¬ 
troduced to your organization or union. He urge you to do so and request 
funds as well for the defense depends on donations. It has cost thausands 
of dollars so far to.prepare the trials, raise bail for the 130 defendants 
and file motions. . r 

SUPPORT THE 3 DEMANDS OF AIM AMD THE RIGHTS OF ALL INDIAN: PEOPLE. 

TO SELF-DETERMINATION AMD JUSTICE. ’ , \, j: _ 

1. Congress should establish a Treaty Commission to examine the t 

371 treaties sinned with Indian peoples. ... . ; 

2. Re-examine or repeal the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act which 
imposed the current government structure on Indian tribes. 

3. Remove the Bureau of Indian Affairs from the Dept, of the In- 
terior and set it up as an independent agency to end the con¬ 
flict between the corporate interests the Dept, represents 
and the management of Indian lands. 

SUPPORT, DEMONSTRATE ON 

.. , FEB. 27, NATL. INDIAN 

SOLIDARITY DAY, THE 1st 
ANNIVERSARY OF WOUNDED KNEE 
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Last.week we didn’t publish cur Trial Bulletin/Newsletter because 
court was in session only for two days* 

The trial of Dennis Banks and Russell Means who are charged with 
conspiracy, burglary,- assult among other charges., stemming from the 
liberation of Wounded Knee in 1973 was recessed until Feb. 21 at the 
request of' Randolph Hearst to allow Dennis Banks to go to San Francisco 
as the American Indian.Movement representative to lay the basis for . "" 
negotiations.Jaei.ween the Hearst ■family and the Svmbioriese Liberation 
Army for the return of - Patricia Hearst,. kidnapped by the SLA. 

Following 'is a statement made by Dennis Banks, national executive 
director of AIM, "on February 20 after he and Russell Means returned from 
California- - 
__Mr— ■ -Banks' said: 

"On Feb. 4, 1974, this country became victims of the first pol¬ 
itical kidnapping in our history. This act, which the Symbionese 
Liberation Array, has taken full responsibility for, is an attempt 
no call attention to the desperate needs of the poor in California 
and elsewhere. Many organisations vet.; listed to act as observers 
or coordinators during this most crucial time of negotiations. 

AIM was one of those organizations." 

Dennis Banks’ participation in the negotiations came following a policy 
statement issued by the American Indian Movement regarding the situation. 
That policy statement follows in its entirety. 


The American Ihdian Movement is one of six groups named by the 
Symbionese Liberation Army to act as observers in the distribution 
to the poor of food to be furnished by the family of Patricia 
Hearst. 

The American Indian Movement recognizes the proposal as a serious' 
.one.and in response, is dispatching Mr. Dennis Banks, Nat’l 
Executive Director, to San Francisco to support its local repre¬ 
sentatives in formulating any necessary plans. 

Mr. Banks, who with Mr. Means, is on trial in Federal Court 
in St. Paul, Mn., or. charges relating to the liberation of Sounded 
Knee in 1973, will work with the representatives of the six organ¬ 
izations in' endeavoring to meet any preconditioning for negotiating 
for the release of Miss Hearst. 

.With AIM having experienced the deaths of several of its 
members at Wounded Knee, it strongly desires to assist in prevent¬ 
ing any further bloodshed, whether members of the SLA or Miss 
Hearst. 

AIM fully understands the objectives of the SLA in unveiling 
the rampant racism in ciir society, in exposing the vast, injustices 
in our nation, and in identifying the desperate needs of the poor. 

AIM joins with SLA in calling for a massive demonstration of 
new concern for' th'e poor but only wishes that a kidnapping had 
not been necessary•to generate such a concern. 

SLA. has assured the.safety of Miss Hearst and AIM respects- 
that trust as SLA is temporarily using the life of Miss Hearst 
to graphically illustrate the daily suffering of hundreds of 
thousands of the- poor, AIM desires to take only those steps 
which will furthei assure Miss Hearst's safety. 

AIM appeals,- 'however, to the SLA to negotiate directly with 
one or all of the representatives of the six organizations 
which-SLA has designated, and Mr-. Banks offers himself immedi¬ 
ately to be of any possible assistance in facilitating the nego¬ 
tiations irrespective of any possible danger to himself. 

* ■ -> .. ... ■ • • . 
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The four point program which was worked out is as follows: 

"Assuming there is a 'basis for negotiations' and, in order to 
provide.a .just and equitable conclusion to the SLA proposal, AIM 
sets forth the following plan for ixnmdeiate implementation. • 

"1. That one representative from each of the organizations 
designated by SLA as observers and coordinators form, a coalition 
to implement the SLA proposal. ’ . ‘ 

"A. That this coalition will meet at least once a day for any and 
all. emergencies that may arise. 

,"B. That, this coalition appoint 'committees 'to address themselves 
to food, health,.clothing, prison, welfare, housing, aged and' 

■ : disabled. 

,"2. That this coalition receive and implement the SLA proposal. 

: ::"A.. That all good faith gestures be channeled to this coalition 
or its designate. ~ 

• ;".B. That this coalition administer all distribution of food, 

: ' clothing, and fulfill other conditions specified by the SLA. 

"3. That this coalition be recognized by agents, officers, and 
other personnel' who represent the U.S. government. 

T "A. That diplomatic immunity be granted to those participants of 
-■. this coalition. 

"B,. That this coalition be pretected from reprisals, either 
.' politically or otherwise, from those agencies, agents, officers, 
or others who .represent law enforcement agencies of municipal, 
city, county, or federal governments. 

"4. That this coalition be recognized by the Hearst family which 
will not, directly or ind'-irectly, take any reprisal action what¬ 
soever against those members or organizations participating in this 
coalition." 


The' four point program was accepted by the Hearst family. 

TRIAL REPORT 

When the trial resumed on Feb. 21 the prosecution introduced two 
undercover FBI agents who attempted to infiltrate AIM shortly before 
the liberation of Wounded Knee. 

Agents Stanley R. Keel, alias Richard Round Tree, and Charles B.^te- 
oh^hech-,'' .alias Charles Light Foot attended an open meeting at the 
Mother Butler Center, a Catholic community center in Rapid City, S.D. 

The reason why Keel and Stephenson were chosen by the FBI for that 
assignment is they are both part Indian. Keel described himself as 
"seven-sixteenth Chickasaw" and Scephenson as "one sixteenth Cherokee". 

The purppse of the open meeting the pair attended in Rapid City 
was not, as they both testified, to plan violence on the reservation, 
but. to await word from Pine Ridge on the impeachment of Tribal Council 
Chairman Richard Wilson. The meeting was attended by 300^-500 people. 
Clyde Bellecourt, Dennis Banhs, Russell Means, Ramon Roubideaux . 

-and Father Pates, director of the Mother Butler Center, addressed 
the meeting. 

The only information they collected on "planned violence” came 
from. Red Blanket who has a 15 year history of alcoholism. The pair 
described Red Blanket as the person in charge of security 4 

During their testimony Keel and Stephenson have repeatedly contra- 
..dicted each other. Both testified that they were interested in 
joining AIM. Keel says that while they were interviewed- there were 
4 or 5 people "surrounding them" in the room. Stephenson says there 
were 25 to 30 people. ~ •- • 

Keel talked about daily oral reports made to their superior in 
Rapid City, while Stephenson testified they never did. Keel mentioned 
they had written notes from which the reports were dictated, Stephen¬ 
son was positive in his testimony that they never had any.written notes. 

Qne of the most important contradictions is that the written 
report of their activities for Feb. 21 and Feb. 22 showed that they 
were dictated on .Feb. 24, so Keel testified. Stephenson said that 
the report of Feb. 21 was dictated that same night and he named the 
place and secretary he and. Keel dictated it to. 

These men haven’t been able to keep their facts straight. The 
repeated contradictions in their story makes the testimony extre- 
mGl Y hard to belive at all. 
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On Thursday, Feb. 21, Judge Fred Nichol had laid the groundwork 
for upsetting a major section of the prosecution case against Dennis 
and Russell. ....■••• - 

The Treaty of 18.68 signed between the Sioux Nation and the U.S. 
government prohibits- federal forces from coming onto the Pine Ridge 
Reservation without the express approval df the Sioux Nation. 

The government has argued that they need no prior authority to 
enter the reservation despite the express provisions of the Treaty 
of 1868. 

To support its case the government attempted to enter into 
evidence- a petition from Tribal Chairman Richard Wilson requesting a 
court order from tribal Judge Theodore Tibbitts, and the order that 
Tibbitts issued requesting U.S. Marshalls to come on the Reservation* 
Attorneys for the defense argued that both the petition and tribal 
order were illegal-, as according to the tribal constitution and by¬ 
laws , only the tribal council can make such.a request. In addition, 
it appears that the petition may be a fraud in that the clerk was. 
forced to admit that it was not in the- court file and she never saw 
it until after she received the governmentsntpoena in January of 1974. 
Then, for the first time. Judge Tibbits gave her the petition supposed¬ 
ly signed by Dick Wilson on'Feb. 9, 1973. 

Judge Nichol ruled that government prosecutors could not introduce 
as "legitimate evidence” the petition of Richard Wilson and the 
order of Tibbitts.,- He cited the provisions of the tribal constitution 
authorizing only the- tribal council to make' such a request and 
described the petition and 'order as Illegal, 

The government's 7th and 8th. witnesses were Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) police Wayne Romero and Virgil Randall .who were on 
duty together the night of Feb. 27, 1973. 

Attorneys for the defense have tried to bring, out that both 
Romero and Randall were members of Dick Wilson’s goon -squad, but 
Judge Nichol repeatedly sustained objections by R.D.,.Hurd, .assistant 
U.S. attorney, to questions that could have shown that Romero and 
Randall were in fact part of the,goon - squads established on the 
reservation to keep Wilson in power.. * 

Romero, although he has been living on the reservation most 
of his life claims he knows nothing about Chief Frank Fools Crow, 
traditional religious leader on the reservation • He also claims 
to nothing about the sundance and has■never heard of the sacred peace 


pipe. • 

When Randall took the stand at. the 'end,of the day wearing. 
dark sunglasses, he was shown by Mark Lane, attorney for Dennis • . 

Banks, a roster of the gcon squads which was obtained from che BIA 
police department. Randall confirmed he had" seen it "floating 
around” in the police department about a year ago. Randall repeatedly '• 
denied any knowledge of the goon squads or vigilante groups- and said- 
he didn’t”know how his own name appeared on the roster. Continuing . . 

his- cross examination Mark Lana asked Randall why he had been' 
transferred from the Pine Ridge Reservation to Winnebago, Nebraska-. • 
"Were you," Lane asked, "transferred because you shot and killed 
lit-tle Spotted Horse, an Oglaia, and because you shot your brother 
Wayne Randall in.the leg, and because you struck a pregnant woman, 

Mary Burns Praif.ie, -..in- the stomach, with your billy club,' causing 
her to miscarry?" '- 

Prosecuting'attorney R.D.Hurd jumped to his feet, speechless, 
while Judge Nichol was shouting "Mr.Lane 1 Mr. Lane l " The witness 
sat, undisturbed by the question. 

Judge Nichol angrily admonished Lane, and ruled that because 
lane had "abused his right of counsel” he could not continue the 
cross-examination. "I am sick and .tired of your,behavior" added the 
Judge.Following discussion, Nichol regained his composure and' told Lane 
that could continue,, provided he asked questions, in another area., 

After the court session, Mark Lane said: • "It was a perfectly proper 
question under cross-examination and I am sure the Judge will realize 
that.” - 


The next morning a long debate took place outside the presence o f 
the jury to determine whether' or not Mark Lane could question the 
witness in an attempt to impeach him. In the middle of the discussion 
Judge Nichol said that an excellent suggestion had been made to the 
clerk of court that this trial would proceed faster if there were 
no reporters in the court room, thereby implying, as he had clearly 
stated at the beginning of the trial, that the defense attorneys 
were delaying the proceedings on purpose for the benefit of the news 
media. L f\ 
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Mark Lane was finally permitted to continue .questioning the witness, 
at which time Randall denied knowing anything about Little Spotted 
Horse, his brother'being shot or being involved in any violence. 

When the defense presents its case, witnesses will be brought to 
impeach Randa11*s testimony. 

The prosecution then brought to the stand three witnesses to 
testify as to the location of bovernment road blocks, A.I.M. bunke'rs 
and location of houses in Wounded Knee as shown on the government 
maps to be used as exhibits. 

But the 1 last witness, Jerry Brennan, who was brought to the stand 
to testify that the location of the houses on the maps was accurate, 
ended up saying that the proposed government exhibit had a number of 
"glaring inaccuracies"? the map showing houses in Wounded Knee was 
not received in evidence. 

The 12th witness for the government was Merrill -Sharer, -another 
FBI agent who was brought to the stand to testify he had seen a 
caravan of cars entering Wounded Knee the night of Feb. 27, 1973., 

The cross-examination revealed that Sherer ;saw nothing illegal 
in that caravan of cars slowly moving from Calico Hall to.Wounded 
Knee-. • ’ - . 

The next government witness was Gary Thomas, a former lawyer for 
the only legal aid office on the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

Thomas testified that Pedro Bissonnette, Oglala Civil Rights . 
Organization leader murdered by the BIA police, and Russell Means 
went fo his office around 7:00 pm the night of Feb. 27, 1973'. About 
8:30 pm that same night Mr. Thomas went to Wounded Knee and saw 
Russell at the Catholic Church, 

Under cross-examination, Mr. Thomas explained how he had lost his 
job as attorney for the only legal aid office on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation- on Feb. 28, 1973. "Mr. Wilson," Thomas said, referring ’ 
to Dick Wilson the tiibal chairman, "I saw him on the 28th. He; 
said I had 10 to 12 hours to leave the reservation or I would be _ 
killed." Thomas added that Wilson had pushed him and that his breath 
smelled booze. Mr. Thomas lodged .complaints with the FBI right afte 
the incident, but doesn f t know that any action has been taken agains 
Wilson. 

'Thomas also testified as to the climate of terror prevailing 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation on Feb. 1973.' He related an inci .'.ant 
that took place in the afternoon of the 27th where Russell Means 
had been assaulted by five men while sitting in Thomas ! car parked 
near a grocery store in Pine Ridge. A complaint was filed shortly 
afterwards 'but Wilson got it dismissed. . . 

Gary-Thomas r •‘.testimony exposing some of the conditions on the 
reservation has helped the jury understand the origins of .the 
Liberation of Wounded Knee. • \' / 

The final witness for the government on stand this week' was 
Father Paul- Manhart, the Catholic missionary priest of the Sacred : 
Heart Church of Wounded Knee. - .. ‘ , 

Father Manhart testified he saw the long stream of headlights 
coming down the Big Foot Trail into Wounded Knee' on the night of Feb. 
27th. "It was striking", he added. Prosecuting attorney R..D. Hurd 1 ' 
has not completed his direct examination of the missionary! The 
trial resumes Monday March 4th. 


SUPPORT THE WOUNDED KNEE' DEFENDANTS / 

On February 27, 1974," a rally was held at the University of 
Minnesota in Minneapolis commemorating the first' anniversary of the 
Liberation of Wounded Knee. Approximately. 1500 people gathered in the 
main ballroom of the Coffman Union at the University of Minnesota 
to show their support of the Wounded Knee Defendants. The featured 
speakers were the defendants Dennis Banks and Russell Means, and 
John Trudel of the American Indian Movement. • 

SUPPORT THE WOUNDED KNEE DEFENDANTS ■ 

~ "While the trials continue in St. Paul and in Sioux Falls, it 
is of the utmost importance that the broadest support possible be 
shown. • .... - 














ft H 






TRIAL NEWSLETTER/BULLETIN NO. '4''' 


Page 5 


FEBRUARY 27: ANNIVERSARY OF WOUNDED KNEE LIBERATION 

On Feb. 26th, Judge Fred Nichol prohibited Russell Means and Dennis 
Banks from attending ceremonies at Wounded Knee to commemorate the first 
anniversary of the Liberation and to pay homage to the warriors who died 
at Wounded Knee. 

Over 300 people , the usual population of Wounded Knee during the 
liberation, ringed Buddy Lamont's grave/the mass grave site at Wounded 
Knee for a prayer service conducted by Oscar Bear Runner who is a long 
time activist oh the reservation and himself a defendant. 

Chief Frank Fools Crow led the people in prayer followed by drum 
singing by the Porcupine singers and a speech by Ted Means. Ted re¬ 
minded the gathering of the sacrifice that Buddy, Frank Clearwater and 
later Pedro Bissonette made to save, their lives and traditions and urged 
Indian people to carry on that fight. There was a feast held afterwards 
at the Porcupine Community hall. 

A caravan of 12 cars from Rapid City proceeded without incident to 
Wounded Knee although under heavy surveillance .at check points. Earlier 
Wilson had said .the only gathering at - Wounded Knee would be a goon squad 
but he backed down at the last minute and allowed the ceremony to take 
place. 

SIOUX FALLS TRIAL REPORT 

In Sioux Falls defendants Madonna Gilbert, Lorelei DeCora Means and 
Tonia Ackerman waived their right to be present at the ongoing suppression 
hearing and joined other Wounded Knee defendants and supporters in the 
caravan from Sioux Falls to Wounded Knee. 

After granting the defense suppression motion on Marianne DeCora ind . 
Vaugn Dix Baker, Judge Warren Urbom refused a summary judgement in the 
case of Madonna, Lorelei, and Tohia who were stopped at the same road 
block at the same time. Suppression hearing continues building from 
earlier testimony. The continueing hearing is expected to go into the 
first couple days this week. If the defense loses the motion, a bench 
trial will begin thereafter before Judge Urbom. 


SUPPGRT THE WOUNDED KNEE AND RELATED DEFENDANTS ON TRIAL IN SIOUX FALLS 
DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF ALL INDIAN PEOPLE 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER FROM SIOUX FALLS 
PLEASE RETURN THIS COUPON TO; 

WKLD/OC P.O. Box 255 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57101 

Please send me your Committee Newsletter; 

NAME ___C ADDRESS_;_ ’ 

city _State _ _ zip __ 

ENCLOSED IS A CONTRIBUTION _ 














The following resolution is a;,proposed draft that we ask you to bring 
before your organization. Copies of any resolutions that your organ¬ 
ization does pass should be sent to: 

Atty Gen. Saxbee Chief U.S. Dist. 

Dept, of Justice Judge Fred Nichol 

Washington, D.C. Fed. Court Bldg. 

St. Paul, Mn. 55101 


Please send a copy to the Wounded Knee LegaJ. Defense/Offense Committee 
at 333 Sibley, Rm. 605, St. Paul, Mn. 55101, also. 

WHEREAS, Native Americans have been mistreated and robbed of their 
lands by the US Government, real estate speculators, corporations 
such as railroads and mining combines, as well as giant utilities 
companies, and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans sighed 371 treaties in good faith with 
the U.S. Government which has continually violated those treaties 
and its obligations to Native Americans, resulting in the severest 
poverty, highest infant mortality and suicide rates in the pop¬ 
ulation and extreme economic hardships including wage earnings far 
below minimum rate, often less than a dollar an hour, and 

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the United States of America has 
ruled that treaties entered into by the U.S. Government and 
approved by Congress carry the same force of law that the Consti¬ 
tution does, so that violations of treaties signed with Indian 
Nations demonstrates a lack of respect for the highest laws of this 
land, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we fully support the struggles of 
Indian peoples for a full redress of their just grievances? for 
self-determination ana justice by supporting the three demands of 
the American Indian Movement, the Oglala Sioux Nation and the 
people on trial in St. Paul and Sioux Falls for their participation 
in the liberation of Wounded Knee Feb. 27-May 8, 1973, specifically: 

1. .Congress should establish a Treaty Commission to 
examine the 371 'treaties signed with Indian peoples. 

2. That the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 be re¬ 
examined or repealed because the IRA places Indian self- 
government under the direct and total control of the 

. Bureau of Indian Affairs, and because the IRA has 
imposed non-Indian systems of government on Indian 
peoples, which-systems have become corrupted in the 
process. 

3. Remove the BIA from the Dept, of the Interior and 
set it up as an independent agency to end the 
conflict between the corporate interests the Department 
represents adn the management of Indian lands. 

THEREFORE-, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all charges be dropped 
against the 129 people the government is attempting to prosecute 
for their stand in defense of their civil rights. 


William Clayton 
U.S..District Atty 
Fed. Court Bldg. 

St. Paul, Mn. 55101 
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RECKLESS PROSECUTION IN SIOUX FALLS 


The prosecution of the Sioux Falls Wounded 
Knee cases has suffered two major setbacks 
in the first weeks of trial. 

On February 4, before the first trial even 
began, charges were dropped against Francis 
Killer, Lessanes Killer, Cheyenne Nichols 
and Evelyn Deon on grounds that Committee 
lawyers described "as specious as the char¬ 
ges themselves. 

In the second trial, that of Marianne De- 
Cora and Vaughn Dire Baker, presiding judge 
Warren Urbom of Nebraska ruled in favor of 
a defense motion to suppress the evidence, 
reaffirming the reckless abandon with which 
the government has pursued the Wounded Knee 
cases. The government had backed down on 
the first day of trial, February 11, dropping 
the conspiracy count against Marianne and 
Vaughn. After the court*s decision to sup¬ 
press, the government further announced that 
it would drop the conspiracy charge in the 
next scheduled case against Madonna Gilbert, 
Lorelei DeCora Keans and Tonia Ackerman. , 
The five defendants were arrested on February 
27 while traveling in two cars on the road 
to Wounded Knee. - 

The testimony of government witnesses during 
the suppression hearing underscored the over- 
zealous ness of the law erf orcement authori¬ 
ties at the roadblock. As Judge Urbom af¬ 
firmed, they acted beyond the scope of the 
Fourth Amendment in their' search of Vaughn 
and Marianne*s car# a Ford. 

Witnesses include:!: Agnes Gildersleeve, one 
of the owners of Wounded Knee Trading Post, 
who described the February 27 "break-in"; 
Bobby Pond, radio dispatcher at Pine Ridge 
police station, who alerted law enforcement 
authorities about the "takeover" of Wounded 
Knee Trading Post and later searched women 
arrested and brought back to the jail that 
night; FBI agents Lawrence McGee and Merrill 
Sherer and BIA policeman Darwin Coats, who 
manned the roadblock set up up on the road 
to Wounded Knee the evening of February 27* 
Wayne Colburn, director of the U.S. Marshals 
Service, was called by the defense. He dis¬ 
closed the government buildup of surveillance 
and personnel in "anticipation of an Indian 
action against the BIA.," 

WKLD/OC, Box 255, Sioux Falls, S.D. 57101 


Dee Sheridan 
5934 LeSage Ave 
Woodland.Hills, 


FBI Agent James Dick explained his actions ■ ! 

on the grounds that the Ford and the travel- 
all in which Madonna, Lorelei and Tonia were 
riding, appeared to be travelling together; 
and the travel-all was "probably invovled in 
the takeover." He recognized the travel-all 
as "very similar to a vehicle associated with 
AIM" which was seen both in Rapid City and at 
the Calico meeting hall earlier in the day. 

On the basis of his conclusions and the 
; warrantless search that ensued, the de¬ 
fense moved for an immediate ruling to 
suppress the "evidence" seized from the I 

' Ford, for lack of probable cause for the | 

search. 

The government is awaiting wprd from 
Washington on T dhether to drop the burgary 
and larceny charges or to appeal the sup¬ 
er esssion decision. 

Meanwhile, the court will continue to 
hear arguments for the suppression of 
evidence against the three women, and if 
suppression is denied, will proceed with 
a bench trial of their ease. The de- 
. fendants agreed to waive tn-sir right to 
a jury trial, recognizing the virtual 
impossibility of obtaining a fair and im¬ 
partial jury in highly prejudiced Soutn 
Dakota• • i 

The trials were originally scheduled by 
Judge Andrew Sogue (who was removed as 
trial judge) at one-week intervals, which 
has proved totally unrealistic, even with¬ 
out jury selection. 

The climate in the courthouse leaves nc 
doubt as to'the political nature of these 
trials. A team of marshals, armed with 
electronic sensors, rudely conduct ex¬ 
tensive searches of spectators, legal work¬ 
ers arid defendants. There are obvious in¬ 
stances of selective enforcement: One le¬ 
gal worker bringing in a cup of ooffee had 
the cup stirred with a ballpoint pen. On 
the first day of trial defense attorneys 
battled with marshals about required sear¬ 
ches of attorneys* briefcases; finally, 
with the intervention of the judge, they 
are now able to pass to the courtroom with¬ 
out being stopped. 
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MEANS-BAN KS TRIAL OPENS WITH LOOK TOWARD TRADITIONAL WAYS 


The trial of Russell Means and Dennis Banks 
reopened on February 11 after a recess for 
the tribal election on the Pine Ridge Res¬ 
ervation. Russell and Dennis each delivered 
deeply emotional opening statements, intro¬ 
duced by a Lakota prayer from Chief Frank 
Fools Crow. 

Russell and Dennis unfolded the story of - 
Wounded Knee, speaking not only to the jury 
but to the people for whom and by whom the 
Independent Oglala Nation was formed: the 
traditional Oglala people. Over 50 tribal 
elders journeyed from the Pine Ridge Reser¬ 
vation to St. Paul to appear in court in 
support of the Wounded Knee leaders on trial. 
Their presence during the opening statements 
eloquently affirmed the meaning of Russell 
and Dennis’ words. 

Russell:stressed the Indian philosophy of 
respect for our brothers’ vision. He des¬ 
cribed the beauty of being a Redman in the 
western hemisphere and told the history of 
the 1868 Treaty and how the Sioux, after de¬ 
feating the United States at the Bozeman 
Trail, offered as a gift what is now Montana, 
Nebraska and Wyoming. 

Dennis recreated the Calico meetings which 
precipitated Wounded Knee. He remembered 
uwo women, "the true warriors of the Indian 
society," who asked how long must their chil¬ 
dren die, their men turn to alcohol, their 
people lose self-respect. Where, they asked, 
was the spirit of the Oglala National which 
had stood’ ur against the U.3. military long ' 



W'e are all Oglala people, landowners ana 
traditional people. We have come to a 
court we don’t know which doesn’t know us 
to tell everybody who will listen that we 
stand with our brothers Russell Means and 
Dennis Banks. Together we stand with our 
traditions, our land, our medicine and our 
treaty rights. 

We represent not only ourselves but the 
Oglala Bandj the Sioux Nation and con¬ 
cerned Indian people everywhere. We called 
.our brothers and AIM to help us because we 
were being oppressed and terrorized. They 
answered our call. We now call upon all 
people to honor our people and to honor our 
treaty rights. 

If Dennis Banks and Russell Means go to 
jail for supporting the dignity of the 
Sioux Nation and the promises made to us, 
you must be ready to send us all to jail. 

If we cannot live with our brothers in 
freedom according to our ways and tradi¬ 
tion, we are ready to join them in the 
Whiteman’s prison. 

—Frank Fools Crow, Traditional Chief 


(The full text of Russell and Dennis* statf. 
ments is being printed in.booklet form, wif-v 
illustrations, and will be sold through the'* 
St. Paul office, 333 Sibley, St, Paul, Minn.) 

At one point when Dennis began to recount 
his introduction to the Pine Ridge Reser¬ 
vation, the prosecution and judge inter¬ 
rupted, challenging for relevancy. Defense 
attorneys protested and when the judge sus¬ 
tained the challenge, William Kunstler took 
legal exception for his client, Russell, 
and Mark Lane took exception to the way in 
which Dennis was interrupted. Judge Nichol, 
in an outburst reminiscent of Judge Julius 
Hoffman, shouted for the marshals to re¬ 
move the lawyers, along with Kenn Tilsen, 
who had simply requested a recess because 
of the disturbance. The three were bodily 
removed from the courtroom. Soon after¬ 
wards, in chambers. Lane and Kunstler 
proved they were legally correct and Judge 
Nichol apologized in open court. 

The government is expected to call over 100 
witnesses in the Mean-Banks case and-the * 
defense at least twice that many, project-, 
ing the trial way beyond the original esti¬ 
mated length of three to four months. Al¬ 
ready, in the first days of trial, one FBI 
informant who was present in meetings be¬ 
fore Wounded Knee has surfaced. The trial 
was momentarily interrupted on February 19 
~tr Dennis and Russell tc represent AIM in 
the negotiations around the release of 
'-.ricaa Hearst, daughter of millionnairs 
publisher Randolph Hearst, who was kid¬ 
napped by the Symbionese Liberation Army. 

Ir. exchange for her life, the SLA demanded 
focd for the country’s poor. 

On February 25, Judge Nichol de* :-d Russell 
and Dennis the right to waive their pres¬ 
ence in the courtroom on February 27 to 
commemorate the first anniversary of the 
liberation of Wounded Knee. AIM has called 
for "all AIM members, Wounded Knee support¬ 
ers and traditional people to pay homage 
to the warriors who died at Wounded Knee." 

At a dinner honoring the traditional people 
visiting St. Paul in support of the trial, 
Russell said: 

"On February 27 we will be at Wounded Knee. 
...The Oglaia people have a mission to tell 
this world along with every tribe in this 
nation that have traditional values, I 
can’t tell you how proud I am to be an Oglala 
and ouh children and our unborn should feel 
the same and and have the old people with 
you. It is not over-. The traditional In¬ 
dian peoples of this world are going to en¬ 
dure, maintain, survive and lead.,.. What 
I say and do has been said and done before 
me. I am nothing but a mockingbird." 

Caravans from across the plains will head 
toward the Pine Ridge Reservation for a 
pow-wow at Calico Hall, the meetinground 
of the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organiza¬ 
tion prior to the liberation, and a prayer 
service to honor the dead at Wounded Knee. 









MEANS SUES FOR NEW TRIBAL ELECTION 


After a landslide primary in favor of Russell 
Means, incumbent Richard Wilson stole the e- 
lection for president of the Oglala Sioux 
Tribe, 1714-1514. The election was tainted 
with instance after instance of voter rights 
violations which the Wounded Knee Legal De- 
rense/Offense Committee is now documenting 
to challenge the election in- federal court. 

On February 20 Judge .Andrew Bogue continued 
an emergency temporary restraining order 
(granted February 11) which impounded the 
ballots and voter registration lists for 
full examination by neutral and independent 
observers. 

deans’ repeated calls prior to the election 
for outside supervision by independent, neu¬ 
tral observers went unheeded. BIA Commis¬ 
sioner Morris Thompson sent a telegram the 
night before refusing to intervene. "Tribal 
elections are tribal matters," Thompson said. 
The Community Relations Service of the De¬ 
partment of Justice and Senator James Abour- 
eszk's office likewise refused assistance. 

And the National Council of Churches with¬ 
drew their commitment of 40 observers when 
they could not secure authorization by the 
Wilson-appointed election board. 

On February 3 Russell personally demanded 
the intervention of the U.S. Commission on 
Civil R ig hts, listing district by district 
the accounts of illegalities which flooded 
the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Com¬ 
mittee offices on-election night. Pending 
an OK from Washington, the Commission will 
follow up the preliminary investigation. 

Dozens of statements have been taken docu¬ 
menting the threats against AIM members and 
sympathizers, as well as subsequent repri¬ 
sals for their support of Means. Wilson 
himself told the press the night before and 
the morning of the election that if Wilson 
won, he would personally run Means off the 
reservation. In Martin, where noneligible . 
voters, including white ranchers, wer9 re¬ 
ported voting, two Indian men have since 
been terminated from their jobs. In one in¬ 
stance, a youth director who campaigned for 
Means was terminated for general incompe¬ 
tence, unbeknownst to his supervisor and with 
no prior complaints about his work. Another 
youth center employee was terminated for 
"prejudice" which affected his ability to 
function. 

Other reports of misconduct—all in the 
Wilson camp-—tell that: 

—Three women were bribed to support Wilson. 
—In Kyle, blank ballots were taken door-to- 
door to collect votes. 

—In Potato Creek, more people voted than 
there were registered voters for the dis¬ 
trict; in fact at least 17'ineligibles 
successfully voted. 

—All during election night there was shoot¬ 
ing in Wounded Knee and Manderson; and 
Oglala people were run off the road try BIA 
police. 

—In Pine Ridge, ballots were carried around 
the hospital for the patients to vote. Yet 
prisoners in the Rapid City jail were denied 
the right to cast absentee ballots. 

•1 


While seeking a new election, a free elec¬ 
tion on the Pine Ridge Reservation, Rus¬ 
sell is not defeated. At a dinner honor- 
in the traditional Oglala people in St. 
Paul on February 11, Russell said: 

"It was a white man’s world we.were enter¬ 
ing and yet, out of respect for the tra¬ 
ditional Indian ways, we did not want to 
run our campaign by white standards. We 
did it with respect and honor. 

"I want to thank the Oglala people for 
bur victory. You see what has ahppened 
is that 48$ of the people, without me cam¬ 
paigning, without me passing out litera¬ 
ture, without me speaking a dirty word, 
in the traditional Indian way stood up and 
supported me." 


LANE ’LIST’ SUMMONED TO GRAND .JURY 

The grand jury inquiry into the murder of 
Pedro Bissonette reopened on February 18 
in Deadwood, S.D., with attorney Mark Lane 
heading a list of 17 witnesses called at 
his suggestion to get a full story of the 
shooting and subsequent camouflage by th 9 
U.S. government. 

Pedro was murdered October 17, 1973 by BIA 
police who claim they were attempting to 
serve a fugitive warrant after Pedro’s 
failure to appear at a bail r-■'•’ocation 
hearing. An extensive investigation by 
the wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense 
Committee within hours of Pedro’s death 
cast serious doubt on the government ac¬ 
count. At question was the gun that shot 
Pedro, the angle of the shot, altered hos¬ 
pital and police records and the very fact 
whether Pedro was armed. 

During the two days of inqu. *, by Carl 
Stoiber of the Civil Rights division of 
the Just:..'e Department, the grand jury- 
heard testimony highly incriminating a- 
gainst Joe Clifford, the BIA police of¬ 
ficer who actually killed Pedro. Not only 
was he heard to have threatened Pedro’s 
life, but he has a record of merciless 

assaults, to which victims personally at¬ 
tested. 

Other witnesses wove the story of Pedro 
being hunted down on the reservation all 
day of October 17, his whereabouts up un¬ 
til the time of the shooting and how his 
body was stolen from the hospital without 
permission of the family and with the co¬ 
operation of the police. Two nurses from 
the Pine Ridge hospital testified that the 
wife of a white farmer by the name of Kirk 
had the morgue key and personally removed ' 
the body, which was then taken to Gordon, 
Neb. for a clandestine autopsy in the mid¬ 
dle of the night. Linking this testimony 
was Gladys Bissonette, who described the 
terrorist state on the reservation, epit¬ 
omized- by the way in which Pedro——a friend, 
supporter and leader on the reservation— 
was gunned down. The grand jury has re¬ 
cessed for one month, awaiting further 
.'fact-finding by the Civil Rights Division. 
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ST. PAUL _ After four weeks io'f a special hearing on governmental mis¬ 
conduct in the Wounded Knee trial, it is becoming clearer that the govern¬ 
ment is invol ved - in-a conspiracy to cover up their illegal monitoring and 
suppression of'evidence.' 

The hearing w-.as schedul ed to have ended on Wednesday April 10, but on 
April 6 new evidence-was "discovered" and turned over to the defense. 


This new evidence consisted primarily of a note, dated March 20, 1973, 
from-'Mark Felt, then the number two man in the FBI, to Henry Peterson 
assistant attorney general in charge of the Criminal Division of the 
Department of Justice. The letter revealed that Henry Petersen felt the 
FBI had in fact been engaging in illegal wire tapping. In an effort to 
convince the Justice Department that it was not true, the FBI appeared 
to have invented teletypes and false stories. But it was to no avail. 


Carl Belcher, chief of the General Crimes Section under Petersen, 
had been to Wounded Knee. When he was there, talk of information obtained 
from listening to the telephone was so widespread he thought they had 
an open line right into the Command Post in Pine Ridge! In fact, no one 
had bothered to tell him the true -facts'and eased on the stories Belcher 
had heard about the phone, he gave the FBI in Pine Ridge legal advice to 
go ahead and monitor the telephone. No contrived story could convince him 
later that they had not done just that! 

Belcher was the first government official to take the stand fully 
prepared to answer question. His testimony revealed that he had been 
grossly misled by the FBI, which is ready to lie not only to the American 
people, but when necessary to the Justice Department as well. 

Another high official to testify was Mark Felt who was, prior to his 
retirement on June, 1973, the Acting Associate Director of the FBI*, that 
is, second in command. His testimony was quite different from that of 
Belcher. One of the first statements he made after taking the stand was, 

"I'm not aware of any illegal wiretaps in connection with this matter." 

The remainder of his testimony was in the same vein. He was shocked that 
Henry Petersen, could think that an application for wiretapping was based 
on illegal monitoring of the Trading Post phone, adding that it was 
not the way the FBI operated. Although at the end of his testimony he ad¬ 
mitted that prior to 1968, the FBI had monitored phones without a court order 

Felt's testimony was also in direct conflict with thatof Roy K. Moore, 
Special Agent in Charge of the Jackson, Mississippi office of the FBI, to 
such an extent that it prompted Judge Nichol to say that Moore’s testimony 
seemed to be "clearly less than candid." 

Moore's testimony was like that of all other FBI agents who have testi¬ 
fied so far. He did not recall much, became 'easily confused;, but was , 

absolutely sure that the phone was not monitored, lying- to the Department or 
Justice in saying that there was no wiretapping. Like Felt, he resented 
violently the allegation that the phone was tapped illegally.. One interest¬ 
ing feature of Moore's attitude is that he was the agent in charge at 
Wounded Knee who wanted to wipe out.the village "to save lives"; When J. 
Edgar Hoover died Moore's name was mentioned as-a possible replacement. 
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fir. Trimbach's record might not be as impressive as that of Moore or 
Felt, but his testimony is typically that of an FBI agent. The local 
director of the FBI took the stand a second time to explain some of 
his previous testimony that led the defense to file a motion of perjury 
. against Trimbach. This week 'a second subpoena was served on Trimbach 
■because it was revealed that he lied again under oath. The first and 
second lies are partly about the wiretap application.- Trimbach has said 
he never saw one, until he was shown a copy of an application that he 
himself.-had signed.. This week a second appliaction for wiretapping the 
phone at the Trading: Post was discovered. - ' Trimbach's signature appears 
at the bottom. Judge Michol is very distrubed and has said that the 
■government, who has the burden of proving there was no illegal moni- 
toring, has nonproven much so far, if anything. 

■■ V . ' ‘ ■ ■ : '- r . 

Evidence of governmental misconduct- surfaces every week. Pieces 
■ of evidence have been tampered with. Materiai relevant to witnesses 
• testimony, is released long after, they have testified and only when 
•..subpoenaed. Information, has. been withh.ei’d- - from the defense under pre¬ 
text of-.it being a ''conr'icfentiaV sourc"e :1 ' !- of "information. Jhere are 
unexplained .missing pieces o.f evidence. . The massive contradictions 
■'.between. - .FBI, agents'.and. the' Jus tied. Department speak fo.r.-themsel ves . 

.-.The pattern -of .governmental mi sconduct'in; this case ,is- no different than 
d'in other cases, .whether it be .Watergate, Stan s-Mitchell, Ells berg, etc. 


•i ■ TRIBAL I [INAUGURATION ; r ‘ 

The Tribal i nnaugurati.on • of. Ri chard Wi'Tson and members of the Tribal 
Council was held as scheduled in Pine’R'idge; South Dakota Monday night, 

• Apri 1 8th. Throe 7ribal . Counc.i 1, .members .el ect, however were prevented 
: ' - 'from attending the ceremony" by -BlA police. Severt Young - 'Bear, Marvin 
'• Ghost Bear, Frank Starr,; all elected to.the council anc! to have been 
; ,; swbrn in'that same evening were excluded from the proceedings along with 
several • of thei r supporters. Th^y we,re told that AiH and its supporters 
Were not wanted at. this in.iaugurati an. Another council member walked 
.’out of- the hall in-protest of this action. The excluded council members 
were sworn in the next day at.a private ceremony. 


" -"-SIOUX FALLS' - REPORT - 

While the other scheduled Wounded Knee Cases have been temporarily 
halted pending a decision on the dismissal motion in St. Paul, pre-trial 
hearings on the Custer Cases begin on Monday April 15 in Minnehaha County 
Court Hou’se, - Sioux Falls, to be heard by Judge Joseph Bottum. There 
. will be three' -‘otiens oresented the first week. 

A motion will ba presented on Monday to dismiss all the Custer 
indictments on the g ounds of "massive publicity prior to the calling 
of the Grand Jury". There ha-/;; been nine'newsmen from across the state 
of South Dakota subpoenaed as .-.'ell as nev/s material from NBC, CBS, ABC, 
.Associated Press and United Press International among others. Also on 
Monday, Dr. Jay Schulman, noted authority, on Jury selection', will 
testify. ' ■ ■ • 

On Tuesday a demurrer to the indictments will be submitted. This 
mean-s • Defense attorney’s contend that the state of. South Dakota had no 
jurisdiction to issue any indictments in .these cases 'because Custer is 
still within Sioux Territory according to the T8 - 6 - 8 Treaty. Vine Deloria 
Jr. will testify to this motion. Deloria, author of Custer Died For Your 
-. - Sins , and-'other boo-ks, is an attorney who. has,done extensive legal re- 
.search cm the historical aspects and - current application of-treaties 
signed With the U.S. government and the violations of those agreements. 

The third motion to be submitted in the-Custer .pre~trial .hearings is 
■a moti orY .to - 'suppress an- allegedly unconsti tuti onal . i denti fi-cation line-up, 
used during;Grand Jury proceedings to 4dentify,'defendents’in the Custer 
'incident, Sheriff Ernest Pepin- wi 11 -testify in ' this.'motion. - 

The federal cases will begin when the' - hearing is over; April 25th 
projected date. 


■t 

V 
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• ".FILM SHOW.IWG-: - • ■ ' " “ .. /.. 

. .. -The re. ..will be a film showing benefit for the Wounded Kn-ee 'Defense-and 
the Minneso-t'd Alliance Against Racist and Political Repr.es.sfon, he! d at: 
Sabathani. Center ,- 24 E. 31st'Street Minneapolis o-n A pril 26th. 8:00 Dm * ' 
Martin Luther King Center , 270 Kent (just off Dale Street), ~st. Paul on 
April 25th, 7:30pm. 

Filins shown will be: "Forty-seven cents" the Story of the Pitt River 
Indians’ 1 struggle to regain their lands, and "Teach Our Children" a 
recount of the Attica Prison rebellion and what it means for all people; 
Donation $1.00. SPREAD THE WORD. 

MOW IS THE TIME - 

Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee, located now in St. Paul, 
Sioux Falls, Pierre, and on the Reservation continues its vital work of 
legal defense, distributing information, and building mass support around 
the Wounded Knee liberation and the struggles of all Indian people. If 
the Wounded Knee cases are dismissed, the work will in no way be ended. 

THESE FACTS REMAIN: 

1. Freeing the 130 Wounded Knee defendents will not free 140 other 
people indicted for related incidents (such as the Custer cases). 

2. Dismissing the Wounded Knee cases does not change the conditions of 
Indian people's lives. The Treaty must be honored. The Three Demands 
must be attained. 

3* Mass public support must continue; to show the government that we 
will not stand for their actions against the original land owners of this 
country; but that we will .stand with Indian peoples to obtain their 
treaty rights, ' , ’ 

The WKLD/OC is currently operating at a large deficit. • Due to the many 
cases and the spreading out of the trials to four locations, the committee 
is being forced to maintain four legal.teams, four offices and housing in 
each of the four cities to accommodate' the Committee staff, defendants 
and their supporters. NOW MORE THAN EVER WE ASK YOUR HELP IN SUPPORTING— 
THE WKLD/OC EFFORTS AND THE DEMANDS OF ALL INDIAN PEOPLE. Without money 
our efforts of providing information, bringing forth the Treaty issue, 
and maintaining our defense work can not continue. 

WE MUST STAND TOGETHER 

Please send contributicns to: WKLD/OC 

333 Sibley Rm 605 
St. Paul, Hn. 55101 
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ST. PAUL - This second v/eek of the hearing on the government 1 
misconduct dismissal motion in the trial here of Dennis Banks and Russell 
Means fo.r thei.r par.ti*cipatiorr;-in--the Libe'ration -of-Hounded Knee last year, 
has ..begun to reveal the way- the- RBI' c.on>ducts •surveillance against those 
who. protest the .U..S-. government-‘ s ..racist y repressive policies* 

For the first time, the FBI has been ordered by Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Ui-1 : l i am-Sa-x-be. to: open- i ts--fii e Ono in.fb'-rmants to prosecuting attorneys 
R. D.; Hurd:> .David .Gnenapp, Earl- ICapTan- a.nd "Hi Hi am' : C1 ayton. The question 
rema-i.ns.jr-hov'eve-r-,^a,s to. hoi' much will..beu seen of their national spy sys¬ 
tem;-'. .up de-f.; the 1 ijfn ; i -ts*. set', by Saxbe and- FBI :di rector Cl arence'Kell ey. 

* i'. * - i *: o* • i > ? '*{»•’,’ * »■»*i ' « '* ; * * *' ' * • *»" - ■ » ' 1 * 

. The;o:rder to- open the files - came after local FB-I director 
Joseph, Trimbach.admitted on the-stand that the FBI : had-had- : i nformers from 
Feb., 1973 to the present infiltrating the defense. "Invasion of the 
defense camp" by the government can be grounds for dismissal of all charges, 
Judge,-Ni chol has indicated. , -o. •: 


After Trimbach's admission,:Michol ordered the FBI to produce 
its file of informers so prosecuting attorneys can compare names in the 
file with names of people workihg for the l ! KLD/0C. However, this peek at 
the file of finks is extremely limited. .. 


Only the four prosecutors will be able to look at the file in 
which all the informers names are coded. They will then decided if there 
is anything relevant in the file. They then oust clear releasing that 
information with both the informer and Saxbe. Only then can ;hey pass it 
along to the defense* If either the informer or Saxbe yetoes releasing 
the name and information, then the defense will not be alloi-ed to see it. 
Judge Hichol has indicated in that case, he will consider dismissing all 
the charges.- 

4 . 

... But even this limited look did not come without a fight. The 
FEf was not about to surrender one of its most useful tools and refused 
initially to submit to Judge Michol’s order to open the informer file 
under any conditions. They-finally said they would if.the Attorney Gen¬ 
eral ordered it. 

Judge tlichol did not accept the FBI's initial refusal to comply. 
He deplored the "necessity," he said., "in a democracy, to have a national 
spy system," and then he gave the FBI an ultimatum: if-Attorney General 
Saxbe refuses to comply with, the 1 court order, the case will be dismissed. 

He set March 29 as the deadline. 

i 

\ 

Faced with that ultimatum, the FBI and the repressive system 
it represents were forced to open the informer file. The government was 
in a real dilemma. The case could be dismissed if the file was not pro¬ 
duced. It .did not want the case dismissed nor surrender the informers' 
file. 

Put times have changed. The people of this country have had it 
with the constant lies this government. and its repressive police put for¬ 
ward in the name of "law and order." Jud'ge'ili-c'-hol has often commented, 
during the course of this hearing that "this fs'-a search for the truth." 

A search for truth, though, when aimed at the FBI, is a hard 
course to follow.' .-And even when they wereforced-' to bend to the changing 
times and Judge iiichol ,: s--order, they set' s'e-vere limits, as explained before 
which still leave questions as- to how much of the -truthwe will actually' 
see. 
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Throughout this trial and this hearing, the FBI, which has cv»*r 
315, 981 documents in its '-'ounded Knee file, has failed to produce evidence, 
tampered with evidence, rarely complied with Judge Nichol's discovery 
order, "lost" pieces of evidence, lied to-the Judge through its local dir¬ 
ector when he asserted that the only phone in Wounded Knee was not tapped, 
intimidated defense witnesses and on and on. 

It was brought to the court's attention March 25 that one of the 
major defense witnesses, Joe Pourier, in.this hearing, has been physically 
threatened-in Rushville, Neb. a few miles south of the Pine Ridge. Reserva¬ 
tion. . . . 1 

Pourier, who works for the Bison State Telephone Co. on Pine 
Ridge, installed the only phone inside Wounded Knee at the Trading Post, 
and put in an extension to that phone at the main FBI roadblock outside 
the village, -lie-.first exposed the FBI wiretapping operation. 

Pourier was told he would be shot "between the eyes"' by five 
members of Tribal. Chairman Dick Wilson's goon squad, Wilson is directly 
responsible to the Bureau of. Indian Affairs. The BIA is part of the Dept, 
of Justice as is the FBI. Wilson also cooperated fully with the FBI and 
the U.S. Marshalls last year to break the Liberation effort at Wounded 
Knee. It was BJ-A police who killed Pedro Bi ssonette.1ast October. He was 
a leader of the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization and of the Libera¬ 
tion- effort. 

As defense attorneys and people on Pine Ridge do not trust the 
BIA police, the U.S. Marshalls or the FBI, they suggested to Judge Nichol 
that he deputize members of the American Indian Movement to protect Mr. 
Pourier and his family. The judge is still considering the suggestion. 

Another example of how the Dept, of Justice views justice came 
up this week. Five months ago defense attorneys had asked the government 
to produce the logs kept by federal marshalls of 'intercepted radio commun¬ 
ications from inside Wounded Knee. 

The prosecuting attorneys were assured by the U.S. Marshalls that 
no such longs existed. Last Saturday, March 23, the logs were "mysteri¬ 
ously" discovered and turned over to the defense. 

• Under our Constitution defendants must be given the .opportunity 
to prepare, for their defense.. In this the government has made it 

extremely difficult, if not impossible, r 'or the defense team to adequately 
prepare by withholding evidence or reluctantly producing documents of vital 
importance in the middle of the trial - and then only when such documents 
were subpenaed. 

Ten of the government witnesses to take the stand this week were 
FBI agents who had been assigned to Road Block #1. All admitted having 
listened in on conversations from the Trading Post, using the "extension" 
at the road block. Some pretended to know nothing of the purpose of that 
road block phone. (The government has tried to claim it was there for 
negotiating purposes.) t , 

. One* proudly declared that he felt it was his dfty to pverhear con¬ 
versations. All said they had never received instructions as to the use 
of that extension and one asserted he told a gathering of some 20 to 50 
agents in Pine Ridge that they should not monitor the phone, emphasizing 
"we should not listen in to that phone, we don't want any accusations of 
illegal wiretapping." ■ 

That same agent added he had no knowlege of any agents monitoring 
that phone. During the testimony of this last agent it was revealed that 
the Dept, of Justice had decided not to request a court order for wire¬ 
tapping. i , 

. , 1 » 

When Trimbach, local FBI di rector, -re'cei ved reports of monitoring', 
from his ‘agents, : he took.no disciplinary action's against them. It is a 
federal crime to intercept conversations without a court order. 




T 
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THIS IS THE TIME 


The WKLD/OC is currently operating at a large deficit. Due to the 
large number of cases (oveir 300) and the spreading out-of the trials to 
four locations — St; Paul, Sioux Falls, Pierre, Lincoln — the Committee 
is being forced to maintain four legal teams, four offices and housing in 
each of the four cities to accommodate the staff,• the defendants and 
supporters-. , . 

The purpose of Wounded Knee was to protest the police state of Dick 
Wilson and assert the too long forgotten treaty rights of the Teton Sioux 
Nation. Our many supporters must redouble their efforts of time and money 
if Wounded.Knee and those who died there, Buddy Lamont, Frank Clearwater 
and Pedro Bissonette, are to be vindicated. 

This is the time for you, the country and the world to stand up in 
the fight against the repression of truth and Native American rights. The 
people of Wounded Knee and all Indian peoples need your help. 


| SHOW YOUR SUPPORT ‘ ' 

j * 

; The-WKLD/OC has been conducting a' letter’and telegram campaign in 

support of the dismissal motion. We urge everyone to send a telegram or 
; letter to'Judge Fred Nichol urging that-'he grant the defense motion for 
i dismissal of the charges against Russell Means and Dennis Banks on grounds 
I of government misconduct which includes FBI'wiretapping in violation of 
’ the 1868 Ft. Laramie Treaty. ' . 

: Send to; ' '' 

j ' JUDGE FRED NICHOL 

I - Fed. Court Bldg. 

Courtroom 7 

St. Paul, Minn. 55101' 

I * / 

I Please send a copy to our office also. 

| Response to our appeal so far has already been overwhelming as 

i petitions, letters and telegrams arrive from individuals and organizations 
\ all over the country and internationally. 


If you haven't sent in the coupon’ below, please do so. 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND ME THE TRIAL NEWSLETTER/BULLETIN 


j NAME 

I ‘‘ - r ‘ ‘ — ' 

i . * 

j ADDRESS_ 

ENCLOSED IS A DONATION OF 

!i 

! LD 


ft 


$ 


CITY STATE ZIP 

TO HELP KEEP THE TRIAL N/B KEEP GOING. 
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TRIAL REPORT 

The trial of Dennis Banks and Russell Means charged with con¬ 
spiracy, burglary, assault, and other charges stemming from the 
liberation of Wounded•Knee has produced some-interesting developments- 
this week. ' ‘ 

Along with Father Manhart, catholic missionary of Wounded Knee 
and 14th witness for the prosecution, four unexpected witnesses 
took the stand and, for the first time in history, the FBI files on 
Wounded Knee were ordered impounded by Judge Nichol. 

All these nex-7 developments were spurred by part of Father Man- 
hart’s testimony relative "to a resolution signed by the residents 
of, the District of Wounded Knee. 

Under direct examination by R.D. Hurd, prosecution attorney. 

Father Manhart testified-that he had been forced out of his church 
and sent to the residence of Mr. Gildersleeve where all the so- 
called "hostages’ wore tola by Dennis Banks that they should not 
consider themselves as hostages, but more like prisoners of war? and 
more important, that they were free to go if they wanted to. 

..Manhart testified also as to his observations and activities in" 
the 8 or 9 days following February 27, 1973. He observed trenches, 
visited members of his parish, observed a gunfire incident while 
moving his car, attended a community meeting at which an invitationtp 
■AIM members to enter the community was issued, sax-7 Means and Banks 
talk to reporters..--arranged for a meeting of rhe Wounded Knee 
rpeopic with the Tribal Council, and saw a fire at the trading post. 

. Under cross-examination bp William Kunstler, Mar. art xvouid not 
characterize any of his activities as missionary ' He has been 

a pastor of the Wounded Knee catholic "mission for :-ver 20 yearsl He 
knexy the significance of the. Gun Dance, drums, pew-wow, but xvhen - 
asked about the Sweat Lodge ne asserted that it -was used for re¬ 
ligious and bathing purposes, refusing tc say that bathing would be 
a sacrilege. 

When Manhart x-/as tauestioned on the resolution signed by the res¬ 
idents of Wounded Knee, he testified that some of the signatures 
were forgeries. The resolution reads as follows; (We are including 
"the resolution in its entirety); 

: • WE THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDENTS OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, •• 

! ' . HEREBY MAKE THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION; 

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice has the 
District of Wounded Knee, South Dakota surrounded by the 
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and United 
States Marshalls, and 

WHEREAS, xve the undersigned residents, of Wounded Knee, South' 
Dakota are presently engaged in peaceful and meaningful dis¬ 
cussions concerning the events that have transired here 
dux*ing the last few days and in particuliar, the question of 
.’ . . there being any necessity for the United States Government, 

through the United States Dept, of Justice remaining in 
Wounded Knee any longer, it is therefore, 

RESOLVED that the U.S. Dept, of Justice and their agents' and 
servants cease and desist from firing upon, our guest members 
. ' of the American Indian Movement and members of the nexvs media 
who are here at our invitation and that no persons who are 
present here nox-7 or who may come in the future be harrassed 
or intimidated x-7hen they are here at our invitation. That as 
these discussions continue, x-ze will advise the representatives 
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of the United States of our progress as to whether we 
feel that there is any need for the United States Dept, 
of Justice to remain and it is further 

RESOLVED, that prejudice does now exist in the manner in 
which the United States Dept, of Justice is dealing with 
the events here and that prejudice is directed against 
the Indian citizens and their Indian guests who are here, 
in that amongst other things, the white citizens are being 
permitted to go and come at will, .but the .Indian citizens 
are not permitted the same freedom. We therefor demand 
that the United States Government immediately permit the 
Indian citizens and their guests to go and come•at will. 

Dated: March 3, 1973 


During Manhart’s examination it developed that the copy .of the 
petition furnished by the FBI under the discovery order to produce 
documents related to the case was not'a copy of the original, but a 
copy of. a copy on. whichhnndwritten notes had- Leen added by FBI 
agents and BIA policemen. The apparent alteration of the documents 
engendered much of Manhart’s confusion in thinking that some of .the ^ : 
signatures were forgeries. 

The defense strongly objected to this and demanded that the, 
original be prodticed. Hurd said that he did not know where the' 
original was but was going to ask the FBI to investigate the matter. 

At this point Judge Nichol became quite irritated and said: 

”I used to think the FBI was one of the greatest bureaus that ever 
came down the pipe. But I think it has deteriorated, and I don’t 
care how many FBI agents are in the court room listening to me - f . I 
think it has deteriorated.” He then ordered that the FBI files 
pertaining to the Wounded Knee cases, •’shall be kept intact in toto 
and not remo\ T ed, altered, destroyed or otherwise disturbed from their 
present location and condition until further order from this court." 

The original petition was finally "discovered" in the FBI. 
files where it had been since March 3 of last year and brought to 
court along with four FBI agents who came to give some explanation on 
their doctoring' - of a piece of evidence. ' Judge Nichol considered 
all this a very serious matter. "It seemed to me,"he said,''it was a 
holding back of information that should have been produced earlier 
and when it was produced it was not all produced." Sending a photo¬ 
copy instead of the original "looked to me as if it was almost deli¬ 
berate" ,’ nichol. said. • • 

On March 3th, court revealed that the FBI had contacted Nichol' ■ 
regarding his order and U.S. attorney advised that the FBI files, 
contained 315,981 serials, in 5239-volumes each serial at least, one 
page long-but often much longer. This revelation.came on the.heels 
of the disclosure in Washington D.C. that the FBI had engaged in a cor 
course of deliberate harrassment and agent provocateur activity 
against the Black Panthers and other .organizations. The activities 
described against the Panthers parallel closely the kind, of activities 
that the government has engaged in against the American Indian Move¬ 
ment. It is hard to believe that any organization could gather. • 

315,981 items against any organization in a period of approximately 
one year, yet that is what the government claims. The next fight 
will be to force the disclosure of this material which, because'- of its 
volume presents unbelievable problems. 

The last two witnesses to take the. stand this week were Rev. . 
and Mrs. Lansberry, pastor and missionary of the Church of God in 
Wounded Knee. Rev. Lansberry testified he had heard some noise on 
the night of'Feb. 27, 1973* that he had seen shadows of people carry¬ 
ing what he thought to be possible rifles. The 68 year old reverend 
cannot be considered an "eye witness 1 '. Re left Wounded Knee the same •• - 
night and'■ returned on May 9th. 

Mrs. Lansberry described for the court the three bedroom hornet' 
they lived in in Wounded Knee which included among other things a ■- 
Portable organ, a hi-fi, an electric sewing machine, three electric 
typewriters, a wa.nher and dryer. Gn the Pine Ridge reservation, where 
Wounded. Knee is located, most Indian people don’t have water or 
electricity in their homes 1 
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0U:RY TAMPERING: ... 

On Wed. March 6; it was ■ : broucjht' :, to the court's attention that • 

approximate!y 8 of the jurors had received in the mail ae-,,anonymous 

brown paper envelope containing a pamphlet published by the..; John Birch 

Society called "Renegades, the Second Battle of Wounded Knee" end .Pope 

Pius XI encyclical on "Atheism end Communism"'.The judge ordered an 

investigation and complimented the jury for bringing-the matter,,to his 

attention. The FBI has apparently arres.ted a man from Albany, M'n. 

where the material was mailed- from.. ' 1 •, * 

, . ■ . ^ 

/ ^ m i 9 m % 

REPORTER HARRASSING: ! :. -*-" y? "- * . 

On Friday morning an .incident took- place in the court room 
involving the editor of t.his news!etter.,-. who has since the beginning 
of these trial proceedinns been-.sittino in. the press section *of the 
court room in order to receive clear information, Although she is 
not an "accredited member of.the press" she is doing press work and 
was welcomed by the reporters si tt'iriori there; Then for some reason 
the U.S. Marshalls decided that as she djd.'jiot have.a- p-ress. card- 
she should be in the press box and removed'- her from ther.e: sa.ying the 
reporters had been complaining. 

Mark Lane, attorney for the defense, immediately drew up a. petition 
stating that "accredited members.-of the- press" did’ not have 'any ob¬ 
jection to the defense Newsletter editor sitting with them. All re¬ 
porters signed the petition which was then brought to Judge Nichol. * 
Nichol remarked that the reporters si'qneeL ffhe petition because .the 
Newsletter editor was pretty and they liked to sit with her. , 

The staff of the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee * 
Newsletter sees this incident as part of the continued harr'as sement * 
of the defense team by the aovernment. . '• *'; 

SIOUX FALLS TRIAL REPORT " ' ' . . 

The direction of the Wounded Knee trials in Sioux Fall s' shifted 
this week on an agreement by Warren K. Urbom that he would be the 
"Wounded Knee Judge." Thr's came after the defense team suggested to 
Urbom that the Eighth Circuit court of Appeals' decision to have ' 
simultaneous trials in two or more locations hundreds of mil.es apart 
would make it impossible for the defendants’ to receive even the hope 
for a possibly fair trial. Defense also pointed out that procedure 
suggested for multiple trials would mean three years before the-last 
cases were completed. Judge Urfeom was told by the Defense team that 
trial time could be shortened to approximately one year if he*agreed 
to handle.'the cases. This prediction is based on the belief of 
many that a number of cases taking* weeks before juries because of legal 
questions could take only days in a court trial before a Judge, called 
bench trials. 

Urbom*s assignment means another move by at least part of WKLD/OC 
this time/to Lincoln, Nebraska where Urbom regularly resides as Chief 
Judge o.f the Federal District Court. This move is' scheduled to take 
place the first week of May after completion of the. case currently oir~ 
trial in Sioux Falls. . 

Oral arguments are being heard .the.-week of March ID on defense 
motion to suppress evidence against f-iadbnrta Gilbert, Lorelei DeCora 
Means, and Toni a Ackerman who were.charged.with Burglary and larceny 
on Feb. 27, 1973, If the motion is lost we will proceed with a bench 
■trial on March'27; otherwise the def ense '\$fjl T- prepare another case of 
• its choice for trial, on that date. ' • ' "*• . 

For the next two weeks novernment and defense attorneys will 
confer to evaluate 120 cases the* government has thouqht to prosecute 
.with the goal of paring down the number to a reasonable case load. 

The Committee is currently embroiled in legal battles in state 
court oyer the 19 cases arising from the Feb. 6, 1.973 inciden.t at 
Custer, ’South Dakota. The cases had been ordered consolidated under 
Judge - -Dotturn, circuit judge in Rapid City; trials to befin April 15. 

All the cases, however, have not been included and despite appeal to 
the state supreme court, we are forced to argue pretrial motions on 
March 12 before;Judge Fosheim from Huron. The pretrial motions will 
be held in Pierpe.’ An attempt will be made to remove Fosheim on writ 
of prohibition alleging his prejudice toward the cases. Fosheim pre-r 
sided over the first bond reduction hearings-in Sept, where he upheld 
many exorbitantly high bonds set against-.the Custer defendants.' 

On March 12, defendants will move to set aside' the indictments on 
the grounds that they have been deprived of due process riah.ts to 
challenge prejudice -of the grand jury in Custer County which prosecu¬ 
tion admits can not give the defendants a fair trial. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN DINNER COMPLETES SUCCESS .OF WOMEN*S VIGIL: 

When a group of 30 women from the Twin Cities gathered on 
Feb. 27th to organize a women's support group for Wounded Knee, it 
was agreed that more, public attention was needed for the 84. women 
facing Federal’,. -S.tate .and tribal charges stemming, from the.. Li be-ratfon 
of Wounded Knee. • • ■»' . . ' - . 

Representing.organizations such as the Twin Cities NOW, St. 

Paul NOW, the YWCA of both cities, Women.'s Equi ty- Action League, . 
Minnesota Feminists, WIL, 'Women's Union and Association of Univer¬ 
sal i st' Women, the group also included women who have experience in 
political organizations. • ■ • 

As a first effort, the coalition decided to sponsor a viailat 
the St. Paul Federal Cofrt building i.n support of the women def¬ 
endants., inarch first. Fifty people participated in an hour-long 
prayer service led by M-s. . El i zabeth Deere, a Roseville resident. 

The Indian Y-ou-th-drum, the circle of participants, and various press ' 
people heard fls. Deere and' Faith Traversie, mother of'Madonna 
Gilbert offer prayer for the defendants, for the end of political 
repression and for restoration of the rights-.of Indian people. 

Flowers were handed to Madonna Gilbert and expressions of personal 
support were quietly addres.sed to her in the name of all present. 

A dinner followed in the cafeteria -of the St. Paul YWCA where 
over four hundred friends and supporters were.served a meal of tur¬ 
key, fish and wild rice. 

Films, a short presentation by guests from the Native American 
Ensemble, and .speeche’s by Madonna Gilbert and Pine Ridge resident 
Gladys Bissonette, made the evening full; a scene of deep, involvement, 
a communinq with the oood spirits who hovered over all..and within 
everybody. 

VJSITING in.NNEBAG.OS 

Tight students r>-uw a Native Awareness class in the Public 
School, Winnebago Reservation, V’innebaog, Nebraska were in St. Paul 
this past week to observe the trial of Dennis and Russell. The 
■ students came with video equipment, cameras :-nd tape recorders to 
aather information to being back to their community. Upon returning 
home the class plans to make presentations to the school, the tribal 
coucil and the community along with a student panel which will dis- . 
cuss the trial, events leading up to the trials and the effects on 
all Indian people. 

INTERNATIONAL DINNER 

Another expression of international support for the Wounded 
Knee defendants was shown on Saturday March 9 when the Third' World 
Coalition at the U of M in Minneapolis sponsored an International 
dinner benefit for the defense. A capacity crowd had a meal of 
Brazilian, Chinese and Greek food and listened to Ci.yde Bellecourt, 
Tonia Ackerman, and Hark Lane. This was another show of world wide 
solidarity with the struggles of Native Americans. . Both the Sioux 
Falls and St. Paul ’'KLD/OC as well as St. Paul AIM have been receiving 
hundreds of letters and petitions of support from people all over 
the world stating that they sully support the just demands of Indian 
people for their rights to self-determination. 


SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE DEFENDANTS AMD ALL INDIAN PEOPLE 
CONTACT SIOUX FALLS OR ST. PAUL NKLD/OC FOR THINGS TO- CO 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER FROM SIOUX FALLS 
PLEASE RETURN THIS COUPON TO: K'KLD/OC Box 255 

Sioux Falls, South 'Dakota 57101 

**« , it 

Please send me your committee Newsletter: 

NAME .•__ADDRE SS__ 

CITY STATE ZIP 

ENCLOSED IS A CONTRIBUTION __ 
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Native American outlines Dakota s 


By Jim Stebinger and Pat Healy 
DB Staff Writers 

“The state of South Dakota has been declared a 
war 2 one between the white people and the local 
Indians,” said Toni Ackerman as she outlined the> 
problems of the Dakota Indians yesterday in a 
Meyerhoff Park speech. 

An Assiniboine Indian now living in Sioux Falls, 
S.D., Ackerman is on trial for her role at the 
Wounded Knee takeover last year. Lorelie DeCora 
Means, sister-in-law of American Iriidan Movement 
(AIM) leader Russell Means, Madonna Gilbert and 
Ackerman af*e charged with burglary and larceny. 

| Ackerman castigated passers-by and the some 50 
^listeners in Meyerhoff for their indifference to the 
[inidan plight. 

I “I realize this is election week, and other things, 
[are going on. But people have been killed fighting; 
for what they believe, for a way of life. I look around 
pie today and I see total apathy. No shit,” Acker- 
inan said. 


Trembling voice . 

In a voice trembling with emotion, Ackerman 
spoke haltingly and tended to wander as she gave 
examples of unfair treatment of the Dakota In¬ 
dians. ~ 

Describing her own arrest, Ackerman said, “We* 
(were getting gas on the road to Wounded Knee. I) 
and my two sisters were wearing ribbon-work and! 
[jewelry. The police took everything from us, andt 
charged us with looting the Wounded Knee Trading, 
Post. We were five miles away. We weren’t even 
there.” 

! Earlier she-had told the Daily Bruin, “You’re 
asking me questions I can’t answer,” when 
questioned why the team of federal marshals, FBI 
agents and a Bureau of Inidan Affairs agent had 
arrested her 

“The policemen just stood there. The marshals 
did the dirty work, including beating us up,” 
Ackerman said. 

Ackerman cited an incident at the trial of five 
Indians who were arrested for “peacefully 
protesting against the unjust racist system that 
cares for our people in South Dakota. When the 
judge came in (to the courtroom), the people 
refused to stand, because they could not respect a; 
tman who wouldn’t give them their rights, 
r “The judge called in the tactical squad. They 
came equipped with mace and everything. They 
locked the doors and said, 'Everybody get out.’ How J 
can they leave when the doors are locked?” she' 
ask$d. Ackerman claimed the equad’s “attack” put 
eigf f people in the hospital. - ** 
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„ ^ Slow genocide ^ 

Accusing the government of acting on 
premise that “once again the Indian has to oe 
eliminated,” Ackerman, said, “Genocide is taking; 
place alowly. If you come on the reservation you 
won’t see it happening. Stop at Indian Joe’s and see 
the real live Indians do bead-work. But then what 
■ the white trader buys for five dollars he will sell for 
* five times that much. 

“The trader at Wounded Knee grossed $180,000; 
last year from the Indians. Now he’s testifying in 
court, trying to paint the picture that we really 
ripped.him off. Our lawyers are looking over his 
records. Our lawyers will show him up for what he 
is,” Ackerman said. 

She also criticized judges for setting excessive 
bail. 

“Being an Indian, I know what it is not to have 
money. Indians go to jail because they can’t pay the 
bail. The judge doesn’t care. As long as he can put, 
;an Indian in jail, it’s a good day for him,” shet 
<cl~ 





INDIAN RIGHTS — Toni Ackerman, an Assiniboine Indian on'trja! for i 
activities in the Wounded Knee takeover last year, spoke on campus 
yesterday about "genocide!" moves against Native Americans, citing 
activitio* in_South Dakota as examples. _2- ' ~ 
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TRIAL NEWSLETTER/BULLETIN #10 


April 23, 1974 


ST. PAUL ~ After four weeks of hearing on governmental misconduct in 
the Wounded Knee trial. Judge Fred Nichol refused to grant dismissal of 
the charges against Dennis Banks-and Russell Means although he recognized 
that the FBI had illegally wiretapped the only phone during the siege of 
Wounded Knee. , 

Throughout the hearing the judge expressed his strong disapproval of 

the FBI and their illegal activities, but when the time came last Wed- 

nesday to restore some justice for the Indian peoples of this country he 

'failed ...to do so. " ■* 

» ‘ • > t 

The government had claimed that the phone used by the FBI to monitor 
conversations had been installed for the purpose of negotiations. "It 
seems unbelievable,'' the judge commented, 'that a phone for negotiations 
would be unknown to both the chief government negotiator and the attorneys, 
for the Indians in Wounded Knee. The sole use of the roadblock phone was 
for intercepting and monitoring and this monitoring constitutes illegal 
interception. ‘ , 

Nichol refused to dismiss the case and instead ordered suppression of 
evidence the government may have obtained through, monitoring. 

He said he would keep an eye on both the FBI and the prosecution in 
the rest of the trial but refused to cite for contempt Joseph Trimbach, 
special FBI agent in charge of Minnesota and the Dakotas, who 5 ma.de 
specific assurances to this court" that there wa's no wiretapping. Nichol 
bent backwards far enough to accept Trimbach's .explanation that he had 
1 forgotten 1 about the monitoring. . 

The judge- also criticized the prosecuting attorneys for their "negli¬ 
gent failure' to corciply with the order that the government turn over to 
the defense -the evidenciary material it plans to use. He added it "does 
not mean the FBI escapes reprimand". ; 

The FBI ‘'failed as a servant of the’ law'’,'"Nichol .said, and its be¬ 
havior "brought this court to the brink of dismissal of the case." But 
he made sure not to sept over the brink; ‘If further misconduct occurs," 

' Nichol later commented, he would 'entertain a renewal of the motion to 
' dismiss." ’ : - 

Mark Lane commented after the decision that "if the jxidge thinks, 
what'he's seen here is governmental misconduct, it's onlv the tip of the 
iceberg." The defense lawyers are preparing to bring more evidence of 
that misconduct and Lane predicted that * this case will never go to the 
jury." d 

The trial however, is scheduled to resume on May 1st and the jury 
has been called back for that day.- 1 

* f 

During these four weeks- of hearingJudge Nichol had shown a great 
deal of courage in. forcing the FBI/.'and the.; Department of Justice to abide 
by the laws they are- supposed to enforce,. “'Nichol impounded, for 'the first 
time in history, the FBI files relative to this case. Unfortunately, his 
.Aourage disappeared at the end When he could have proven that h,is ..concern 
for' justice was not only in words.but also in action;' 
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SIOUX FALLS REPORT - CUSTER CASFS 

In the Pre-trial hearinq held last v/eek in Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
concerninn the Custer Cases, all thhee pre-trial notions were denied. Be¬ 
cause the notions were denied on April 2.2nd, the jury selection has begun on 
Monday for the Custer defendents, Dave Hill, Lou Beane, Sara Bad Heart Bull, 
Ken Kindell, and Bob High Eagle. A defense motion was granted by the court 
requesting individual voir dire (screening) of prospective jurors to show 
possible blatent prejudice against Native Americans. The jury selection 
process ^or &he Custer cases is expected to take two weeks. 

HO UNDED KNEE CASES 

On April 25th, a short pre-trial hearing is expected to begin con¬ 
cerning the cases of the 100 Wounded Knee defendents. Testimony and affi¬ 
davits will air issues similar to those recently brought out in the evident¬ 
iary hearing in the St. Paul trial of Dennis Banks and Russell Means. If 
this motion to dismiss far! s, the first case to come to trial will h.e that 
of Lorelei D.eCora-Megans, Madonna Gilbe.rt 3 and Tonia Ackerman. The Three ^ 
women are charged with burglary and larceny in bonnectidn^v/ith the alleged 
looting of the trading post at Wounded Knee on February 2/, 1973. 

■ 'the defense jntends- to bring out:"what dn oppressive and over- 
teaching institution the tr.adinq post y/as-.and'the di s ho nest and corrupt 
practices ■ertgaqe^d in by the. owner's." ' !' “ * : * 


THE WORK CONTINUES ‘ 

Last Week’s decision by Judge Nichol denying the defense motion for 
dismissal of the Wounded Knee cases-on the basis- of government misconduct, 

. ,an<k the loeginning of the trial Oh the Custer , cases this week in Sioux Falls 
increases the need for us ' to' re'-'-doub ! Ie our efforts to defend and win 
justice and a recognition of Indian Treaty-Rights. 

The situation facing the defendants in the Custer, Wounded Knee, and 
other related cases is critical now. ' More than 150 Indian people face 
charges that could result in hundreds of hears in jail. This massive 
legal attack by the most powerfully organized force in this country, the 
U.S. government, must be met by us. 

Conditions on the reservation have not changed since Wounded Knee. 

: ( Too many people are still unaware of the situation around Wounded Knee, 

, the conditions of Indian, people’s lives, and the just, demands Indian 
people are making for their Treaty Rights. -i.• • . 

A WORD ABOUT MONEY - Right how,' WKLD/GC is in a desperate financial state. 
The four week eviden dairy hearing on'governmental: misconduct has cost us 
a great deal of time and money. We are being forced to maintain four 
legal teams, offices, and housing because of trials going on in St. Paul, 
Sioux; FallsPierre and the work on the Reservation; plus a move to Lincoln 
-Nebraska projected for the early part of May. Our finances being run «© 
jointly out of Sioux Falls and St. Paul Offices, at this time,, can not 
meet our expenses. Without money to pay our basic costs we cannot continue 
pur vital work of legal defense and support building around the issues. 

< "K ' , - ■ * . 

> •■-We. eall upon all of you'who have shown support in the past to-'send us' 
r -whatever you can afford so that we may continue our work; 

We also have lots of suggestions for you to raise money in you-r community 
and at the same time build support for the Wounded Knee struggle. 

■ ’OUR MANY SUPPORTERS tfuST REDOUBLE THEIR EFFORTS OF' TIME-'AND: MONEY IF 

WOUNDED KNEE AND THE SACRIFICES OF BUDDY LAMONT, -FRANK CLEARWATER AND PEDRO 
BISSONETTE ARE TO BE VINDICATED. 


arp enclosing coupons which you can return to our office. Thev * * 
are on the addressing page. ■ 
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R.D.-JIurd-, Ppvid Gnenapp, Earl Uap|an J “ \ f their national spy sys- 

aRS&JanK&s*?* ss.-«- »> <•«*«• "*'?»“""«•. 

ft;!.!”,’-? “ySW,> JKl:’.V.n 

Judne.-Nichol has Indicated. . ' v <t . ** 

' After Trinbach‘s admission, iiichol ordered the FPI to produce 
its file, of ^formers so prosecuting •ttorneys / c.n co-P^^ ^ peek >t 

iiie with names o. .... • ♦ 

the file of finks is extrenely limited. 

Only the four prosccuto'rs will * bl ( ? 11 t ° t u“° k (1 ecided if^there 

HKiis f« ™si«s;““ s* sjr{.“35>’Si?*«2<“«5r* i '' 

the charges. 

.. ’ But even this limited look did not come without a fio.ht.^The 

FCt was not about to surrender one o ’ ® ^ the informer file 

“.ss ;;:,: 0 ?sir,v»nj»!.» »... 

era! ordered it. 

Judge Iiichol did B not accept the JJ 1 HtToZV' 

torr kJi arras* 

He set i.arch 29 as the deadline. 

Faced with that ultimatum, the FDI and the repressive system 
it represents were forced to open the file°was not pro- 

L;,:*'it d s!n« «s; c ,i:%s» >r «• .»«««■ 

is >............ 

A search for truth, though, when aimed at thej FBI. 1$ 
course to follow. And even when they werp *°[ced *° ts asexpl ai nod before 
^,ich stil Vleave'questions^as' to 'how much of the truth we will actually 
see. 
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the FBI has been ordered by Attorney Gen- 
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PARE 2 TRIAL IIEUSLETTER/PULLETIM 


April 3, 1974 


Throughout this trial and this hearino, the FBI. which has ever 
315 <131 documents in its bounded Knee file, has failed to produce evidence* 

tiriDered with evidence, rarely complied with Judge Nichol s discovery 
order "lost" pieces of evidence, lied to-the Judge through its local dir- 
ector’whcn he asserted that the only phone in Wounded Knee was not tapped, 
intimidated defense witnesses and on aid on* 

Tt was hrouaht to the court’s attention March 25 that one of the 
major defense witnesses, Joe Pourior, in this hearing, [jas ^en physically 
threatened in Rushville, Hob. a few miles South of the .Pine Ridge, Keserva 
tion. - . . 

Pourier, who works for the Bison State Telephone Co. on Pine_ 
Ridne, installed the only phone inside Mounded Knee at the 
and" put in an extension to that phone at the main ^roadblock outside 
the village, -lie first exposed the FL’I wiretapping operation. 

• Pourier was told he would be’shot "between the eyes" by five 
members of Tribal Chairman Dick llilson s noon squad. Wilson is dire t j 
responsible to the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The BIA is Part of the Deg*, 
nf in<;tirp as is the FBI. l.'ilson also cooperated fully with the rLi ana 
thp U S Marshalls last year to break the Liberation effort at ,ounded 

waq i) t ft no lice who killed Pedro Bi ssonette, 1 as t October. He wa 
a loader of the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organizatio.n and of the Libera¬ 
tion effort. 

As defense attorneys and people on Pine Ridge do not trust the 
BIA police, the U.S. Marshalls or the FBI, they suggested to Judge Ihcho, 
that he deoutizo members of the American Indian Movement to protect lir. 
Pourier and his family. The judge is still considering the suggestion. 

Another example of how the Dept, of Justice views justice came 
rn tJ'is week Five months ago defense attorneys had asked the government 
to produce 6 the logs kept by federal marshalls of intercepted radio commun¬ 
ications from inside Wounded Knee. 

The nrosccutinq attorneys were assured by the U.S. Marshalls that 
no such iXsTxisted \ast Saturday, March 23, the logs wore "mysteri¬ 
ously" discovered and turned over to the deTense. 

• Under our Constitution defendants must be given the opportunity 
to c-.oare for their defense,. In this case, the government has made it 
extreme!v difficult, if not impossible, for the defense team to adequately 
nrpmr*-* bv v/ithholdinci evidence or reluctantly producing documents o 
importance in the mlSdU of the trial - and then only when such documents 
were subpenaed. 

Ten of the government witnesses to take the stand this week were 

FBI agents who had boon assigned to Road Block #1. Aljn^the^extenslon" 
listened in on conversations from the Trading Post, using the 
at tho road block. Some protended to know nothing of P' e for 

road block phone. (The government has tried to claim it was there 
negotiating purposes.) » 

versation^°-^ri:vId d rhltrad t ^5e h ; e re e c^vl5 a^ 

"Se sholld nS? listen in to that phono, we don't want'any accusations of 
illegal wiretapping." 

That same aqont added he had no knowlego of - any aflents monitoring 
tint Dlione Ourino the testimony of this last agent it was revealed that 
the Dept of Justice had decided not to request a court order for wire¬ 
tapping. 

il'lien Trimbach, local FBI director, received -reports of monitoring 
from his agents; lie took no disciplinary actions against them. It is a 
federal crime to intercept conversations without a court oroer. 
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““'“W^L^iontr5?fr"of'fico is now located at 553 Aurora, St,. Paul 
which is the same address as the St. PauJ., flH office. We have been 
asked by National AIM that any correspondence sent a ;;. M 

Paul address should be designated National O f fice, OR St, Paul Al... 

This would make the mail processing there much easier. 

"i 

, SIOUX FALLS REPORT: . , 

The trial of Madonna Gilbert, Lorelei DeCora Means, and Ton> Acker 
man have been suspended while the hearing on the dismissal m £tion con 
tinues in St. Paul..The trial in Sioux Falls is currently scheduled to 
begin the following day after a decision is reacned on the motion in 
St. Paul. - 

OGLALA LAN SUIT CHALLENGES NILSON RE-ELECTION* , .. 

A corap lain: t- challenging the -leg all xty of the February 7 tribal 
relection on the.Pine Ridge Reservation has been fiiea m Federal Court 
on behalf of Russell Means and 28 named voters of the Oglala 
, ... The complaint charges that tribal president Richard ilson and 
his agents, deprived the Oglala people of a free 1 elc ^ tlor ? Q ^ n ^^ n t ° 
their due process and equal protection rights under the 1968 Indian . 

Civil Rights Act and the Civil Rights Act of 1871 and seeks a new 
Independently supervised election within 45 days of judgement. 

The complaint names Wilson, many individuals or the tribal council, 
tribal election board, and others of the Wilson Administration m a^ 
conspiracy to assure Wilson re-election through deliberate disregard 
for tribal election procedures, violation of the Indian Civil Rights Ac 
and intimidation of anti-Wilson proponents who would stand up for their 

POiit wSlLrusc; V tL r ^r- S ^thcds retain no,,or as he has for the past 2 
years* -fraud and terrorism, backed by the federal government. Russell 
Means^ras the plaintiff, in announcing the suit, said: r-rmlrl 

i>*j;s was a huge mistake to believe that the People 

ss,;,£ir 

sssrs&r ^* 1 ss&vr sls x,,.»~ 

ical care and with f c w hopes for the future under the oppression that Wil¬ 
son had created. ’ . 

'These are the basic causes of the 1973 Wounded Knee incident. The 
Oglala. people demanded freedom from oppression. They claimed their sover¬ 
eignty under the Treat of 1868 and call for a fairly elected leader who will 
act according to the will of his people. 

INFORMATION B LACKOUT BY ES TABLI SHMEN T PRES S AND MEDIA 

All through tlie trials, except during a few key days’, the policy of 
the establishment press has been to ignore the struggle Indian peoples have * 
been waging in the courts ana on--the'reservations. This policy is not only 
directed towards Indians, but generally towards issues that confront the 
policies and practices of the U.S. government and corporate interests. 

• # 

"’This is evidenced by the blackout of or distorted coverage of the coup 
* w ^in Chile, the Attica massacre, the struggles of the Tuscarora ‘in North. 
Carolina* many strikes by labor and many others. 

The WKLD/CC has always urged people to write to the national media and 
their local press asking for fair and detailed coverage. Mere direct action 
is needed now. We urge support committees and concerned organizations to 
begin organizing picket lines and other demonstrative actions at facilities 
of the national news media to bring pressure on the policy-makers to pro- 
vide space and air time in order to present the facts to the neople of the 
U.S. 

It should be made clear that the protest is not being directed towards 
reporters, but only towards the policy-makers- The protests should be main¬ 
tained on a regular basis until v/e receive some response. 

It may be in your area that another means of pressure should be tried. 
Please respond in any way which you feel will be most effective. 
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April. 3, 1974 


THIS IS THE TItlE 

The WKLD/OC is currently operating at a large J’t-ialg^lfco 

large number of cases (over 300) and the f^^f^.^^fj^^co^ittee 

is U being a fo?ced"to S m;intain fo^legal teams, fourth^defendant^and^ *" 
each of the four cities to accommodate the staff, the defenda 

supporters. 

The purpose of founded Knee was to protest the police state of Dick 

Nation an our S many supporters n mus? r ?edouble r thei r 3 'efforts of time and money 
if Wounded Knee Ind those who died there, Buddy Lament, Frank Clearwater 
and Pedro Bissonette, are to be vindicated. 

This is the time for you, the country and the world to stand up m 
the fight against the repression of truth and Native American rig s. 
people 9 of Wounded Knee and all Indian peoples need your nelp. 

.. , ~ SHOW YOUR SUPPOR T 

The WKLD/OC has been conducting a' letter and telegram campaign f" 

of government misconduct which includes FBI wiretapping in violation of 
the*1868 Ft. Laramie Treaty. 

Send to: 

JUDGE FRED NICHOL 
, Fed. Court Bldg. 

Courtroom 7 

St. Paul, Minn. 55101 
; 

Please send a copy to our office also. 

Response to our appeal so far has already been oven/helming a? 
petitions, letters and telegrams arrive from individuals and organizatio 
all over the country and internationally. 


If you haven't sent in the coupon below, please do so. 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND liE THE TRIAL NEWSLETTER/BULLETIN 


ADDRESS--cTTY-“ STATE ZIP 

ENCLOSED IS A DONATION OF $_^_TO HELP KEEP THE TRIAL N/B KEEP GOING. 
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TRIAL NEWSLETTER/BULLET IN #9 April 13, 1974 



ST. PAUL _ After four weeks:*of a special hearing on governmental mis¬ 
conduct in the Hounded Knee trial, it is becoming clearer that the govern¬ 
ment is involved • in*a conspiracy to cover up their illegal monitoring and 
suppression of‘evidence. 

■ \ 

The hearing was*schedul ed to have ended on Wednesday April 10, but on 
April 6 new eviden'ce-was "discovered" and turned over to the defense. 

This new evidence consisted primarily of a note, dated March 20, 1973, 
from Mark Felt, then the number two man in the FBI, to Henry Peterson 
assistant attorney general in charge of the Criminal Division of the 
Department of Justice. The letter revealed that Henry Petersen felt the 
FBI had in fact been engaging in illegal wire tapping. In an effort to 
convince the Justice Department that it was not true, the FBI appeared 
to have invented teletypes and false stories. But it was to no avail. 

Carl Belcher, chief of the General Crimes Section under Petersen, 
had been to Hounded Knee. When he was there, talk of information obtained 
from listening to the telephone was so widespread he thought they had 
op°n 1 i’ne rin^t into the Command in Pine Ridnp! in fact, no one 

had bothered to'tell him the true i axts'and based on the stories Belcher 
had heard about the phone, he gave the FBI in Pine Ridge legal advice to 
go ahead and monitor the telephone. No contrived story could convince him 
later that they had not done just that! 

Belcher was the first government official to take the stand fully 
prepared to answer question. His testimony revealed that he had been 
grossly misled by the FBI, which is ready to lie not only to the American 
people, but when necessary to the Justice Department as well. 

Another high official to testify was Mark Felt who was, prior to his 
retirement on June, 1973, the Acting Associate Director of the FBI; that 
is, second in command. His testimony was quite different from that of 
Belcher. One 'of the first statements he made after taking the stand was, 

"I'm not aware of any i11egal* wire taps in connection with this matter." 

The remainder of his testimony was in the same vein. He was shocked that 
Henry Petersen, could think that an application for wiretapping was based 
on illegal monitoring of the Trading Post phone, adding that it was 
not the way the FBI operated. Although at che end of his testimony he ad¬ 
mitted that prior to 1968, the FBI had monitored phones without a court order. 

Felt's testimony was also in direct conflict with that of Roy K. Moore, 
Special Agent in Charge of the Jackson, Mississippi office of the FBI, to 
such an extent that it prompted Judge Michol to say that Moore's testimony 
seemed to be "clearly less than candid." 

Moore's testimony was like that of all other FBI agents who have testi¬ 
fied so far. He did not recall much, became easily confused; but was 
absolutely sure that the phone was not monitored, lying to the Department of 
Justice in saying that there was no wiretapping. Like Felt, he resented 
.violently the allegation that the phone was tapped illegally.. One interest¬ 
ing feature of Moore's attitude is that he was the agent ir. charge at 
Hounded Knee who wanted to wipe out.the village "to save lives"; When J. 

Edgar Hoover died Moore's name was mentioned as a possible replacement. 
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Mr. Trimbach's record might not be as impressive as that of Moore or 
FeTt, but his testimony is typically that of an F3I agent. The; lo 
director of the FBI took the stand a second time to explain some of 
his previous testimony that led the defense to file a motion of perjury 
against Trimbach. This week a second subpoena was served h ° 
because it was revealed that he lied again under oath. The first and 
second lies are partly about the wiretap application. Trinuach has said 
he never saw one, until he was shown a copy of an application tnat he 
himself had signed. This week a second appliaction for wiretapping the 
phone at the Trading Post was discovered/ Trimbach s signatureappears 
at the bottom. Judge Hichol is very distrubed and h«a said that the 
•government, who has the burden of proving th;re was no iUeg«l mom- 
s. toring, has not.Rroyen much so far, if anything^ j 

Evidence of governmental misconduct surfaces every^week. Pieces 
of evidence have been tampered with. Ilateriai-relevam to witnesse 
testimony is released long after they have testiried and only when 

• i.subpoenaed. Information has been withheld from the ^®J* ens S h g” e !| r g re “ 

text of it being a "confidential source" of information. There ar? 
unexplained .missing pieces o : f evidence. The massive contradictions 

• •.between: FBI-, agents and the Justice Department speak T or -themselves. 

...The pattern :of governmental misconduct In* this case -is no^d ffe.rent than 
S'in other cases, .whether it be^ Watergate, St.ans-Mitchel 1, Ellsbcrg, etc. 

.- TRIBAL IHNAUGURATiOi! - ; ' ! '. ' ' 

' The Tribal innauguration of Kichard Wilson and members of the Tribal 
Council was held as scheduled in Pine'Ridge; South Dakota Monday nigh... 
■April dth! Throe Tribal Council members elect, however were prevented 
, : .'ffom attending the ceremony by BIA police. Severt Young Bear, Iliar i^i 
■- Ghost Bear, Frank Starr, all elected cc .the council anc to have b-en 
■■sworn in* that same evening were excluded from the Proceedings along * 
several of-their supporters. They were toldjnat A.M.and ns^supporter, 

■ were not wanted at. this 1 nnautiura k »wn. ^l.».^•• . 

/‘out of* the hall in pretest of this action, ibe excluded council membe.s 
'were sworn in the next day at a private ceremony. 

i = , ■ . ii* 

' J 'SI0UX FALLS' REPORT - .. 

' —. While ‘the other scheduled Wounded Knee Cases have been tfPOrariJ* , 
halted pending a decision on the dismissal notion in St. Paul’. P [®'rmmtv 
hearings on the Custer Cases begin on Monday April 15 in Minnehaha County 
' Court House,' Sioux Fal.ls, to bo heard by Judge Joseph Bottum. There 
vnWl be thred motions presented the first week. 

! ' A motion will be presented on Monday to dismiss all the Custer _ 

'indictments on the g ounds of "massive publicity prior to the call ng 
of the Grand Jury". There have been nine newsmen from across the state 
. of South Dakota subpoenaed as well as news material from MBC, CBS, , 
•Associated Press and United Prbss International among others. Also on 
•'"Monday, Dr. Jay Schulman, noted authority on Jury selection,, will 
. testify. ' t . • » . .. :* 

On 'Tuesday a demurrer to the indictments will be submitted. This 
means* Defense attorney's contend that the state of Soiuh DakotaJj* . 
jurisdiction to issue any indictments ,in these cases oecause Custer is 
still within Sioux Territory according to the 1868 Treaty.^ Vine Del 

jr\ wi 11 testify tc this motion. Deloria, author of Custer . Died For^ - 

Sins, and 1 other books, is an attorney who has.done exton s ive eqa re- 
' ' search on the historical aspects and current applicacio.. of tieaties 
signed tii.th the U.S. government and the violations of those agreements. 

The third motion to he submitted in the Custer pre-trial hearings is 
a motlori to'suppress an- allegedly unconsbitution.al idefiti nca.ion^ 1 ine-up, 
used durino Grand Jury-proceedings to .identify.dwtendents in the ^ 

•incident. Sheriff Ernest Pepin will testify In/this.motion. _• 

The federal cases will begin when the hearing is over; April 25th 
.projected date. 
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•FILM SHOWING-, ’ * -■ * “ .■ ‘ • 

.. -There..will be a film showing benefit for the Wounded Kn*e ‘Defense-and 
the Minnesota Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression,he! d at: 
Sa ba.tha ni Center t - 24 E. 31st Street Minneapolis on April 26th. 8:00pm; 
Mar ti n Luther King Cente r, 270 Kent (just off Dale Street), St. Paul on 
April 25th, 7 :30pm. 


Films shown will be: “Forty-seven cents" the Story of the Pitt River 
Indians* struggle to regain their lands, and "Teach Our Children" a 
recount of the Attica Prison rebellion and what it means for all people; 
Donation $1.00 SPREAD THE W0.RD. 

NOW IS THE TIME - 

Hounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee, located now in St. Paul, 
Sioux Falls, Pierre, and on the Reservation continues its vital work of 
legal defense, distributing information, and building mass support around 
the Wounded Knee liberation and the struggles of all Indian people. If 
the Wounded Knee cases are dismissed, the work will in no way be ended. 

THESE FACTS REMAIN: 

1, Freeing the 130 Wounded Knee defendents will not free 140 other 
people indicted for related incidents (such as the Custer cases). 

2. Dismissing the Wounded Knee cases does not change the conditions of 
Indian people's lives. The Treaty must be honored, The Three Demands 
must be attained. 

"3. Mass public support must continue; to show the government that we 
will not stand for their actions against the original land owners of this 
country; but that we will stand with In dian peoples to obtain their 
treaty rights, ” * '■ 

The WKLD/OC is currently operating at a large deficit. Due to tho many 
cases and the spreading out of the trials to four locations, the committee 
is being forced to maintain four legal teams, four offices and housing in 
each of the four cities to accommodate* the Committee staff, defendants 

and their s.pporters. NOW MORE THAN EVER WE ASK YOUR HELP IN SUPPORTING- 

THE WKLD/OC EFFORTS AND THE DEMANDS OF ALL INDIAN PEOPLE. Without money 
our efforts of providing information, bringing forth the Treaty issue, 
and maintaining our defense work can not continue. 

WE MUST STAND TOGETHER 


Please send contributiens to: 


WKLD/OC 

333 Sibley Rm 605 
St. Paul, Mn. 55101 
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TO DIRECTOR C157-31312) 

LOS ANGELES 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (70-7101) (P) 

ATTENTION: JOHN C. GORDON, ROOM 2266. 

S J |LOS ANGELES DIVISION. 

; WOUNDED KNEE NON-LEADERSHIP TRIALS, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA; 

CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. 

ON INSTANT DATE AUSA SPECIAL PROSECUTOR IN CHARGE 

OF CAPTIONED TRIAL REQUESTED APPEARANCE OF SA_ 

TO APPEAR AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA ON OCTOBER 15, 1974, 8:00 AM. 

AUSA ADVISES THAT SA _NEEDED IN ORDER TO TESTIFY , 

CONCERNING FACTS SURROUNDING ARREST, TRANSPORTATION, SEARCH, SEIZURE, 

AND INTERVIEW OF_ON MAY 6, 1973. 

AUSA ADVISES TESTIMONY NEEDED IN ORDER TO PROVE ELEMENTS THAT 
CAPTIONED SUBJECTS HAD CONSPIRED TO VIOLATION OF TITLE 18, USC, 

SECTION 231 (A) (3), IMPEDING FEDERAL OFFICER DURING A CIVIL DISORDER, 
ON APRIL 27, 1973. SAC MINNEAPOLIS CONCU£S^^T TESTIMONY ESSENTIAL. 
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MP 70-7101 

SA UPON ARRIVAL AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA SHOULD 

TELEPHONICALLY CONTACT LINCOLN FBI OFFICE NUMBER 402-432-6393, OR 

SPECIAL PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE NUMBER 4 02,-^ ^ ^-1 TMOUSTNIT SFRVICE 

AVAILABLE FROM LINCOLN AIRPORT TO CLAY1UN HUUSE MU I EL WHERE RESERVATIONS 
ARE MADE. AGENT TO REPORT AS ABOVE, UACB. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

RE LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, TEL CALL TO LOS ANGELES INSTANT DATE. 

END 

SJS FBI LOS ANGELES CLR 
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LINCOLN Nob CAP) — F'uir Tlu* hearing will center cn 
•imn wro comcaed Thu;*hd:.y wnether I he treaty is valid ann 
<»f federal charts stemming prohibits the FBI and toderal 
from last year'a occupation of jmarshals from operating on the i 
Wounded Knee, S.D. ! reservation. - - •* ! 

The /convictions, first on* - 

Wounded Knee charges, set up 
a legal test of Indian rights un¬ 
der an 186« treaty. 

I U.S. District Court Judge 
Warren K. Urbom found-Regi¬ 
nald K. Dodge, Colin Robin We- 
,saw, Mark J. Floury* and Lariy 
.A. Johns guilty of a consphacy 
to “obstruct, impede or inter¬ 
fere with” U. S. marshals and ' * 

.FBI agents during the 71-day 
: occupation of Wounded Knee. 

•located on the Pine Ridge In¬ 
dian Reservation. Fleury -was 
.also convicted o£ second-degree s ' 
burglary and. simple assault. ‘ ' / 

Urbom then scheduled a Doc. . '■ J 

16 hearing to determine whefch- ■ * . 

er the convictions violated* the , ■ , 

treaty between the Oglala* Sioux 
• and the federal government.. 

} Earlier, the judge had- thrown £ 

;ouf charges of assault with . /# 

;.deadly weapons that had* been 
Tiled against all four men. Ur- 
•bom heard the case without a . 

i jury. Urbom’agreed earlier in* 
this trial that if a conviction re- ’ 

■suited it would be subject to nisi* " 
consideration of the treaty’s 
bgailn g on the case. ’ ^ I 
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TO DIRECTOR 

ATTN: 

JOHN C 

3UTTE 

ATTN: 

SA 

L_ 

CHARLOTTE 

ATTN: 

SA 

t 

DENVER 

ATTN: 

CLERK 

HOUSTON 

ATTN: 

SA 




SALT LAKE CITY ATTN: S/j 

LOS ANGELES ATTN: SaQ 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (70-7101) (P) 


WOUNDED KNEE NO ^-LEADERSHIP TRIALS, LINCOLN, 


NEBRASKA ;"CIR - BURGLARY, ETC. _*_ ‘ 

ON EVENING OCTOBER 10, 1974, AUSA_» PROSECUTOR OF 

CAPTIONED MATTER, REQUESTED APPEARANCE OF FOLLOWING FBI PERSONNEL 
AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, FOR USDC ON DATES AND TIMES SHOWN: 


(BUTTE) 


SA (LOS ANGELES); SA|_|(BUTT 

CLERK (DENVER) TO APPEAR, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 

8:00 AM, OCTOBER 14, 1974. NOTE OCTOBER 14, 1974, LEGAL HOLIDAY; 
HOWEVER, USDC JUDGE WARREN K. U^BOM SCHEDULED TRIAL FOR OCTOBER 


14, 1974. 
SA’sf 


(SALT LAKE CITY) 
l(CHARLOTTE) ; ANE 


(HOUSTON) 



(MINNEAPOLIS) ARE 

)~ n MXrJ 







P$GE two MP 70-7101 


TO APPEA R, USDC, L INCOLN, NEBRASKA, 8:00 AM, OCTOBER 16, 1974. 

AUSA DVISED S_ AND SA NEEDED TO TESTIFY 

TO CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING ARREST OFl I MAY 6, 1973, 

AND THEIR SEARCH, SEIZURE, TRANSPORTATION AND INTERVIEW OF 

ausa A dvised clerk L needed to prove 

chain of custody of evidence in this matter in that HE SIGNED 

EVIDENCE OVER TO CUSTODY OF U .S. MARSHALS, MAY 9 AND 10, 1973. 

AUSA ADVISED APPEARANCE OF SA'S_ AND 

Sa | | aRE REQUESTED TO APPEAR USDC, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, DUE TO \ 

FACT THEY ARE BEING CALLED AS DEFENSE WITNESSES. 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS, CONCURS TESTIMONY OF ABOVE AGENTS ESSENTIAL. 

FBI PERSONNEL UPON ARRIVAL AT LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, SHOULD 
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACT LINCOLN FBI OFFICE (402) 432-6393 OR SPECIAL 
PROSECUTOR OFFICE (402) 475-3405. LIMOUSINE SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FROM LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, AIRPORT TO CLAYTON HOUSE MOTEL WHERE 
RESERVATIONS ARE MADE AND WHICH IS CONVENIENT TO THE FEDERAL BUILDING. 

AGENTS ARE TO REPORT AS ABOVE, UACB. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: RE LINCOLN, NEBRASKA, TELEPHONE CALLS TO ABOVE 
OFFICES THIS DATE AND OCTOBER 10, 1974. 

RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND DENVER, DATED OCTOBER 10, 
1974, CONCERNING APPEARANCE OF CLERK , TO 

appear AS GOVERNMENT witness. 


END 
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WmrtdedKnee ftefria/ Asked; By Prosscvihn 


WASHINGTON (UPI) - 
he justiceDepartmenthas 
skedi a federal appeals 
ourt to order anew trial for 
lib leaders of the Indiart 
akeover Of Wounded Knee, 
.Di, for 71 days early last 
ear. ' 

• ' i 

Assistant. Attorney,' 
ieneral Henry E. Petersen] 
•led a brief Wednesday in' 

irnericanlndian MovernOdt 
6adehKjHh£i?elf jStpdnsri'aM 
)enrtif^ankp#-G^m^ 

Thd 'brief iwds:'ma'del 
vailablehere. 

•Peferjen said trial.Jfudgei 
'red J, .Nichol; waswrong hi 
jsmissing. the charges, ort 
’ounds. of alleged miscon 
Wtt^ftdprdsbeutidn afid, 

Pf 



itratW«’#-justic|^l 
le«put>ifc/*' , ■ 

A series of clashes 
etween Nichol and the; 
rosecution climaxed' with 
te judge> throwing out thg 
barges when a juror 
jcanieiilaftertheseven-j 
ionth long case, went; to the 
iry;andthe;Justice l DeparG 
lent refused to. accept a 
irdict from theremainjrig 
",members;, ^ - v rTl 
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